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    Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2017, THIRTY-FIRST MEETING 
 

 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 
 

                                                                                                  Girard, KS Friday, April 28, 2017, 10:00 AM  
 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Carl Wood served as the presiding officer. 

   

Commissioners Tom Moody and Jeff Murphy were in attendance.  

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board. 

 

Chairman Wood led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (17-152) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the April 25, 2017 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioner, and  

2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

 

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:   

 

Motion 17 150 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the April 

21, 2017 minutes 

Motion 17 151 To approve and adopt the Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan for 

Crawford County, Kansas, as presented by Live Well Crawford 

County 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM THE COUNTY LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 
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MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

 

Item One:  Mr. Rick Pfeiffer, Public Health Administrator addressed the Commissioners 

in reference to the Health Officer Position vacancy.  Mr. Pfeiffer stated that the 

committee interviewed Ms. Rebecca Adamson, APRN for the position of Crawford 

County Health Officer.  Mr. Pfeiffer stated the committee members consisted of Ms. 

Diane VanBecelaere, RN Health Department, Mr. Mike Ehling, LCMFT Director of 

Children’s Services Community Mental Health Department, Mr. Brian Jones, Chairman 

of the Health Department Advisory Board and himself. He stated that he emailed the 

questions and answers to committee member County Counselor Jim Emerson and Mr. 

Emerson stated that he has reviewed the interview. Mr. Pfeiffer informed the 

Commissioners that Ms. Adamson is the committee’s recommended applicant. He 

distributed a copy of the interview to the Commissioners for their review. The 

Commissioners stated that they will review the interview questions and answers and will 

contact Mr. Pfeiffer next week with their recommendation.                                                                                                                                     

 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

 

Item One: Ms. Katie Rohling, with K-State Research and Extension District 4H Youth 

Development spoke about changes to the 4H program. She stated that effective May 1, 

2017, each 4H participant will be charged $15 and explained that even though the change 

is effective May 1, 2017 the participants will not be charged until the enrollment date of 

October 2, 2017. She stated that this change was implemented by the State of Kansas. 

Mr. Moody was answered that there are currently 250 children from Crawford County 

that participate in 4H and with Wilson County joining the Wildcat District, the entire 

district will collect approximately $15,000 in fees. Ms. Rohling stated that the state office 

said they will not turn any child away for inability to pay and they are discussing 

different types of waivers for fees but no decisions have been made yet. Ms. Rohling 

handed out a flyer that was given to the children that explains the fee and the reason it 

was implemented. Mr. Wood stated that he is not in favor of this and he would like Mr. 

Emerson to draft a letter to submit to the state that conveys the opposition of the Board of 

Commissioners to these changes. Ms. Rohling gave the Commissioners an update on 

what was taking place with 4H right now. Mr. Murphy warned Ms. Rohling that there is a 

lot of construction taking place at the fair grounds and to caution her members. 
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MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS   

PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD  

 NEW BUSINESS  

 

Item One:  Mr. Murphy stated that he would like to address the issue of setting up a 

schedule to mow the fair grounds. Mr. Bill Kavanagh. District #1 Road & Bridge 

Foreman stated that he would like a listing of any events taking place at the fairgrounds 

so they can work around the activities with mowing. The Commissioners discussed the 
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ABATE bike rally taking place in the near future at the fairgrounds. The Commissioners 

also discussed having Mr. Kavanagh in charge of the mowing schedule and that he will 

contact the other road foremen to rotate the mowing responsibility. The Commissioners 

talked about locking the fairgrounds to keep out vandals but some residents use the 

grounds for walking exercise and to walk their pets. They viewed the list of events that 

was on the website crawfordcountyfair.org. Mr. Troy Graham, Zoning Administrator, 

discussed special event permits for activities taking place at the fairgrounds. 

 

Item Two: Mr. Murphy discussed parking of a grader at a new site and the 

commissioners approved the purchase of some rock for the site.  

 

Item Three: Mr. Murphy spoke about the Rural Opportunity Zone legislation. He said 

that he contacted Crawford County Lobbyist Mr. Bill Brady to check on the status of this 

issue since Senator LaTurner, who was working with the legislature on an amendment to 

a bill for Crawford County.  Mr. Brady had told Mr. Murphy that since Mr. LaTurner has 

resigned his senatorial position, Mr. Brady didn’t feel that Mr. LaTurner’s replacement 

could be brought up to speed in time to successfully offer an amendment at this late date.  

Mr. Brady feels that it will not take place this year.  

 

There was a short discussion on the process of the appointment of a replacement for the 

vacant senatorial position.  

 

Item Four: Mr. Moody stated that with all the current rainfall to please use caution on 

the landfill road. 

 

Item Five: Mr. Wood discussed the county logo through the CVB. Mr. Wood and Mr. 

Pyle discussed getting sizes for shirts with the logo for the Elected Officials and 

Department heads and Mr. Pyle stated that he is currently working on this.  

 

Item Six: Mr. Wood spoke about a resident that was concerned with a billboard on his 

property on a state highway and the resident feels that it doesn’t follow state guidelines.   

                                                                                                      

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

Item One: Mr. Pyle stated that he is attending the KCCEOA conference next week and 

has contacted Kansas Crossing for a donated item to be sold at a silent auction during the 

conference.  Mr. Pyle stated that the auction raises money for scholarships and thanked 

Kansas Crossing for the donated comedy act tickets, T-shirts and restaurant vouchers.  

 

Item Two: Mr. Pyle reported on Student Government day that was held Wednesday and 

said that everything went very well. 

 

Item Three: Mr. Emerson gave information on upcoming meetings: KAC Regional 

Supper in Paola will he held on May 18, 2017 from 5:30 PM to 8:00 PM and the fee is 

$35.00 with a deadline to respond of May 10, 2017.  Mr. Emerson, Mr. Wood and Mr. 

Pyle stated that they will be attending; the Pittsburg Chamber Banquet will be held at 

Memorial Auditorium on Thursday May 25, 2017 from 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM and the cost 
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is $40.00 with a deadline to respond of May 20, 2017; the Highway 69 Association 

meeting with be held on June 6 at the Country Club and no cost is available yet.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Item Four: Mr. Wood discussed the fork lifts and tipping fees at the landfill. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Item One: Commissioner Murphy requested an executive session for a period of not 

more than 10 minutes to discuss items that involve Non-Elected Personnel. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (17-153) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Moody 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 10 minutes to discuss items involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the 

Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:15 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:21 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

Item Two: Commissioner Murphy requested an executive session for a period of not 

more than 15 minutes to discuss matters involving Non-Elected Personnel. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (17-154) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Moody 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the 

Board of County Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson and Road and Bridge 

Coordinator Liz Hart. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:23 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:29 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

Item Three: Commissioner Wood requested an executive session to discuss items that 

would be deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client Relationship. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (17-155) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 30 minutes to discuss items that would be deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client 

Relationship and to include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor 

Jim Emerson. 
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Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:30 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:35 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

Item Four: Commissioner Wood requested an executive session to discuss items that 

would be deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client Relationship. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (17-156) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss items that would be deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client 

Relationship and to include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor 

Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:36 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:40 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

NEW BUSINESS continued 
 

Item Seven: Mr. Pyle presented a memo from the County Appraiser’s office requesting 

to increase the limit to $4,000 on the County Appraiser’s Office County Visa Charge 

Card. Mr. Pyle stated that the Appraiser’s office informed him that the additional credit 

limit is needed for mainly training purposes. 
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On motion (17-157) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to increase the limit on the County Appraiser’s Office Visa Credit Card to $4,000.00. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
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Item Eight:  Mr. Pyle stated that the Pittsburg Chamber First Friday Luncheon will be 

held on May 5, 2017 from Noon to 1:00 PM at the Bicknell Family Center for the Arts.  

 
 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One:  May 2, 2017 – 9:00 AM Work Session with Mr. Bob Clement from 

Gallagher Group to discuss Health Insurance. 

 

Item Two: May 2, 2017 – Ms. Rebecca Brubaker, Executive Director, Safehouse Crisis 

Resource Center. 

 

Item Three: May 5, 2017 – Mr. Darrell Pulliam, President and Mr. Steve Kosman, 

Membership Director, Southeast Kansas, Inc. 

 

   ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Item One: April 29, 2017 -- 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM 2017 Crawford County and KDHE 

Zika Virus Mitigation Tire Program at the Crawford County Road & Bridge Department 

(Freeto Building), 669 S 69 Hwy, Pittsburg, KS and the County Barn at 511 E Antelope 

Girard, Kansas. 
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UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy to 

adjourn the April 28, 2017 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

11:50 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays:                                                                                                                                                                                         

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:   

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

 

 

________________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

 

<> 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken BKW 4/28/17 11:50 AM/amended BKW 5/1/17 10:30 AM 


