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Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2020, THIRTY-THIRD MEETING 
 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                            Girard, KS, Friday, April 24, 2020 10:00 AM  
 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors.  

 

Commissioner Bruce Blair served as the presiding officer.   

 

Commissioners Tom Moody and Jeremy Johnson were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board.   

                               

Chairman Blair led the pledge of allegiance. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

On motion (20-182) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Johnson 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the April 21, 2020 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners, and 

2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.   

 

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:   

 

Motion 20 180 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the April 

17, 2020 minutes 

Motion 20 181 To approve the Certification of Substantial Completion from 

Contractor Heck & Wicker, Inc. and Engineer Earles Engineering & 

Inspection, Inc. and Change Order #5 from Heck & Wicker, Inc. on 

the Crawford County Sewer District #3 Force Main Relocation Project 

and authorize the Chairman to sign 

 

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

MESSAGES FROM CRAWFORD CO LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH 

Item One: County Health Officer Rebecca Adamson addressed the Commissioners with 

an update on the COVID-19 pandemic. She stated that she has had quite a few interested 
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parties in the work session that is scheduled for 9:00 AM on April 28, 2020. She 

discussed a public platform on PSU Radio in coordination with Mr. Shawn Naccarato 

through Block 22 that will be held on Thursday, April 30, 2020. She explained what will 

take place during the program. There was a discussion of the Work Session on Tuesday 

and the public will be able to watch the meeting live and ask questions via email. Ms. 

Adamson discussed testing and the different types of testing and how many tests 

Crawford County has conducted. The Commissioners and Ms. Adamson discussed the 

work session to be held on Tuesday and it was decided to begin the work session at 8:00 

AM instead of 9:00 AM.  

 

Crawford County Mental Health Executive Administrator Mr. Michael Ehling addressed 

the Cares Act to support health care related entities due to COVID-19. He discussed the 

stimulus money received and stated that is was based on 2019 Medicare payments. He 

explained that the funds were to be divided between EMS, the Mental Health Department 

and the Health Department with EMS receiving $53,558.40, Mental Health receiving 

$6,590.26 and the Health Department receiving $1,961.44.  Mr. Ehling stated that the 

money is to be used for health care expenses and revenue losses. EMS Director Sandberg 

stated that this money is to cover the shortfall in collections and he would like to put it 

into the EMS Reserve fund.  

 

Mr. Ehling gave an update on the Mental Health Department. He discussed the 

Challenger program, Discovery Program and the reopening of the Addiction Treatment 

Center. He also discussed revenue losses due to the COVID-19.  

 

Mr. Sandberg gave an update on his department and stated that collections have been 

steady but payments are 6 months behind billings so he cannot see how the collections 

for this month will turn out for about 6 months. He explained that he would like to put the 

stimulus money in their reserve fund. He stated that calls have been increasing since 

hospitals have opened general surgeries back up and transfer calls have increased.  

 

Sheriff Danny Smith stated that his office in the process of going through protocols they 

need to have in place to open back up. He spoke about a grant he is applying for. He also 

spoke about putting masks in tornado shelters due to the time of the year. He stated that 

he is still running the Sheriff’s assistance program and a has had a lot of repeat 

customers. He feels that the partnership between the organizations should be applauded 

and also the public and how they have worked together in this pandemic.  

 

Commissioner Blair asked about the tornado shelters and Sheriff Smith stated that 

everything is operational and stated they have had questions from the public and the stay 

at home order in the instance of a tornado and he has told them to do as they normally 

would in inclement weather and to take precautions as masks and gloves are available. 

Commissioner Blair addressed a list of shelters for the public and Sheriff Smith will work 

on getting a list of shelters available to the public.  

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

Item One: Public Hearing on closing and vacating a platted alley in the Town of Opolis, 

Crawford County, Kansas. Mr. Emerson explained where the alley is located and that the 

same landowner owns the property on both sides of this platted alley. 
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On motion (20-183) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

open the Public Hearing on closing and vacating a platted alley in the Town of Opolis, 

Crawford County, Kansas. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed.  

 

On motion (20-184) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Johnson 

to close the Public Hearing on closing and vacating a platted alley in the Town of Opolis, 

Crawford County, Kansas. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

County Counselor Jim Emerson explained the reasoning for the vacation request. 

 

Mr. Emerson presented Resolution #2020-007, A Resolution Closing and Vacating a 

Platted Alley in the Town of Opolis, Crawford County, Kansas. 
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On motion (20-185) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

adopt Resolution #2020-007, A Resolution Closing and Vacating a Platted Alley in the 

Town of Opolis, Crawford County, Kansas.  

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  
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The motion prevailed.  

 

 MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

 MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

 PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS 

Item One: County Clerk Don Pyle stated that during the conference call with the Kansas 

Secretary Of State’s Office it was stated that as part of the stimulus bill, money was sent 

to the state to help local election offices with COVID-19 issues. He said that during the 

conference call the SOS office discussed a statewide advanced ballot application mailing. 

Mr. Pyle stated that there could be increased expenses with the elections due the COVID-

19 and the federal government though the state will help out with some of the additional 

expenses with these funds. 

 

Item Two: Mr. Pyle stated that he researched plexiglass to put on the counters in his 

office for the protection of his employees and customers. He explained that the shields 

have already been ordered but not sure of the delivery date. Mr. Pyle stated that he 

discussed this issue with County Treasurer Joe Grisolano and Emergency Management 

Director Rusty Akins. Commissioner Blair requested that Mr. Pyle contact the other 

offices within the courthouse to check on their needs with plexiglass.  

 

Item Three: Commissioner Moody stated that he would like to have a work session with 

elected officials and department heads in reference to employees returning to work. The 

Commissioners scheduled a work session at 9:00 AM on Friday, May 1, 2020. 

 

Item Four: Commissioner Moody stated that he had an individual contact him about 

Crawford County gas prices being more expensive than the surrounding counties. Mr. 

Emerson stated that the Attorney General’s Office would handle this issue and he can 

contact that office with the concerns.  

 

Item Five: Commissioner Blair addressed a public road that has limited access and is a 

hazard due to the excessive rain. He spoke about gating the road and giving the 

landowners that need access a key to the gate. Mr. Emerson stated that he spoke to a 

representative from KAC and was informed that it is something that can be done as it is 

not a publicly traveled road and it is a safety issue. Mr. Emerson will be receiving 

information on this issue. Mr. Blair discussed a certain road with this issue and what has 

taken place that could be a liability for the county.  

 

Item Six: Commissioner Blair commended the City of Girard on the newly asphalted 

roads around the courthouse.  

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Item One: Commissioner Johnson asked about the status of the APEX Clean Energy 

project and Mr. Emerson stated that APEX has designated a person that will deal with the 

county on road issues and they have spoken to Road & Bridge Coordinator Alyssa 



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 8 of 12 

Edwards and Mr. Emerson will make that information available to the Commissioners. 

Mr. Emerson stated that APEX has contacted Mr. Grisolano about payment information. 

 

Item Two: Commissioner Johnson stated that State Representative Monica Murnane will 

be at the work session on Tuesday. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION  

Item One: County Counselor Jim Emerson requested an executive session for 10 minutes 

to discuss Non-Elected Personnel. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (20-186) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 10 minutes to discuss Non-Elected Personnel to discuss Emergency Management  

and to include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson 

and to reconvene by 11:21 AM. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:11 AM and reconvened the 

Open Session at 11:21 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

Item Two: County Counselor Jim Emerson requested an executive session for 10 

minutes to discuss Non-Elected Personnel. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (20-187) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 10 minutes to discuss Non-Elected Personnel and the County Shop purchasing card 

and to include the Board of County Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson and 

Road and Bridge Coordinator Alyssa Edwards and to reconvene by 11:32 AM. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:22 AM and reconvened the 

Open Session at 11:32 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: continued 

Item Three: The Commissioners had a conference call with BC/BS Representative 

Cristy Mitchell about a secure cancer and a secure hospital indemnity policy that BC/BS 

offers. Ms. Mitchell explained the coverages. Commissioner Moody was answered that 

on the Hospital Indemnity Plan there is no day limit just a limit of up to $250,000 in 

payments to the insured. Ms. Mitchell stated that is covers eligible children up to age 23 
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and that it does not cost the county anything and just requires a monthly payment by the 

employee. The Commissioners agreed to offer this to their employees.  
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On motion (20-188) of Commissioner Johnson and the second of Commissioner Moody 

to approve allowing Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Kansas to offer a Secure Cancer 

policy and a Secure Hospital Indemnity policy to Crawford County Employees. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
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Item Four: Mr. Emerson addressed the limit on the purchasing card for County Shop. 

Mr. Emerson stated that it currently has a limit of $1,000 and he would like the limit to be 

increased to $2,500.  

 

On motion (20-189) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

increase the credit limit on the County Shop purchasing credit card through GNBank to 

$2,500. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

Item One: April 28, 2020 – 8:00 AM Work Session with County Health Officer 

Rebecca Adamson to discuss a plan to use for the safety of county residents after 

expiration of the Governor’s Executive Order. 

 

Item Two: May 1, 2020 – 9:00 AM Work Session with Elected Officials and 

Department Heads in reference to employees returning to work. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Item One: The Courthouse will allow only limited public access through May 3, 

2020.  The offices are operating to assist the public by email and telephone. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Johnson to 

adjourn the April 24, 2020 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

11:43 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson 

Nays:                                                                                                                                                                                         

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:   

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

 

_____________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

<> 
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This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken by BKW 4/24/2020 11:43 AM/amended BKW 4/27/2020 3:30 PM 


