Board of Crawford County Commissioners

Commissioners” Journal

2025, TWENTY-FIRST MEETING

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS” BOARD ROOM
Girard, KS. Tuesday, April 01, 2025 at 10:00 AM

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes.

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors.

Commissioner Tom Moody served as the presiding officer.

Commissioners Bruce Blair and Carl Wood were in attendance.

Director of Fiscal Services Randi Ryan and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated

with the Board.

Chairman Moody led the Pledge of Allegiance.

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING
CONSENT AGENDA

On motion (25-159) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Blair that
the consent agenda be approved including:
1. Approval of the March 28, 2025 minutes of the Board of County

Commissioners.

Yeas: Commissioners Wood, Blair, and Moody

Nays:

Present but not voting:
Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.

SIGNING OF MOTIONS

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:

Motion 25 146 | That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the
March 25, 2025 minutes, and Authorizing the Chairman to sign the
previous week’s vouchers

Motion 25 147 | To open the Public Hearing on Vacating a Platted Alley located in
Original Town of Chicopee, Crawford County, Kansas

Motion 25 148 | To close the Public Hearing on Vacating a Platted Alley located in
Original Town of Chicopee, Crawford County, Kansas

Motion 25 149 | To adopt Resolution #2025-003, a Resolution #2025-011, a Resolution

closing and vacating a portion of a platted alley in the Original Town
of Chicopee, Crawford County, Kansas
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Motion 25

150

To open the Public Hearing on Vacating a Platted Street located in
Crestview Subdivision, Crawford County, Kansas

Motion 25

151

To close the Public Hearing on Vacating a Platted Street located in
Crestview Subdivision, Crawford County, Kansas

Motion 25

152

To approve the Vacating of Platted Street known as Putter Road
leaving the Western four lots open for access

Motion 25

153

To approve the 11th Judicial District Community Corrections
Comprehensive Plan for FY2026 authorizing the Chairman to sign

Motion 25

154

To approve Labette Bank as the low bid at 4.03% for lease purchase
on three Sheriff’s Department vehicles and authorizing Chairman Tom
Moody and County Clerk Lisa Lusker to sign the documents

Motion 25

155

To approve Wright Asphalt as the low bid for chip and seal oil and fog
oil

Motion 25

156

To go out for bid on culverts

Motion 25

157

To approve Resolution #2025-013, a Resolution adopting and enacting
burning regulations for Crawford County, Kansas, adopting penalties
for violations thereof and rescinding previous inconsistent resolutions

Motion 25

158

To recess this open meeting and to go into a closed executive session
for 15 minutes to discuss legal advice for public building commission
which would be deemed privileged in the attorney-client relationship
pursuant to the consultation with attorney exception, K.S.A. 75-
4319(b)(2), with the County Commissioners and County Counselor
Jim Emerson present. The open meeting will resume at 11:23 A.M.
The motion passed 3-0

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS
PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD
MESSAGES FROM CRAWFORD CO LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH
MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES
MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC

Item One: Ms. Michelle Brenwald from the law firm of Klenda Austerman addressed the
Commissioners. She explained she is here to discuss the process of tax sales. Ms.
Brenwald gave some background on how long she has been doing tax foreclosure work

and the other counties they have worked with. Ms. Brenwald began giving details on how
they handle the tax foreclosure process and also how the firm implements a fee so that the
county is not handling the cost for their services. She gave the option of sending warning
letters to residents who are delinquent on taxes and Mr. Emerson explained that they
already send a post card out to these residents with the necessary information so they
would not like to send a warning letter. Mr. Emerson explained why it is smart to
consider hiring a firm to handle the tax sales. Mr. Emerson asked if he will still be able to
be involved to an extent if they hire the work out and Ms. Brenwald answered.
Commissioner Wood asked how many parcels they can handle doing in a year as the
county is behind by several years and Ms. Brenwald explained. Mr. Emerson stated he
likes this companies procedure. Commissioner Wood asked if they hire the law firm they
are not out any money and Ms. Brenwald explained how they are paid through
redemption fees and other fees during the tax sale on the individual parcels. She
mentioned once all of this is done if there is not enough money to reimburse the county
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and pay the firm fee, then they lower their fee but that this typically does not happen.
Commissioner Wood asked if it is too late to get on the list for this year and Ms.
Brenwald explained they take them all year long and there is no specific deadline.
Commissioner Wood asked who will figure out how to divide the tax money paid to
where it belongs and Ms. Brenwald answered that the Treasurer will handle this.
Commissioner Moody stated this is something he believes they can discuss. Ms.
Brenwald told Mr. Emerson she will send him a distribution from another county so they
can see how they distribute the funds.

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS
MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS

NEW BUSINESS

Item One: Director of Fiscal Services Randi Ryan presented the 2025 March Clerk’s
report. She explained the report to the Commissioners. Commissioner Blair asked Mr.
Emerson about budget tracking and he and Ms. Ryan explained.

On motion (25-160) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Blair to
approve the March 2025 Clerk’s Report as presented.

On a Roll Call vote.

Yeas: Commissioners Blair, Moody, and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

Item Two: Mr. Emerson discussed the county’s bi-annual bridge inspections. He
mentioned over 250 bridges are expected every two years and every odd year 5 bridges
are selected to be inspected on an annual basis. Mr. Emerson provided the information to
the Commissioners from Cook, Flatt, and Strobel Engineers, P.A. and their cost of
$3,000.00 to provide this inspection. Commissioner Wood stated he believes each Road
Foreman should attend the inspections in their district when they are completed.
Commissioner Moody stated that would not be a problem.

On motion (25-161) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to
approve the contract with Cook, Flatt, and Stroble Engineers, P.A. for bridge inspections
in the amount of $3,000.00.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood, and Blair

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

Item Three: Mr. Emerson discussed the amended road vacate from Friday’s meeting. He

explained the changes that were made to this vacate and which portions will be left open
on Putter road. Mr. Emerson presented Resolution #2025-012, a Resolution closing and
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vacating a portion of Putter road in Crestview Subdivision, Crawford County, Kansas
according to the recorded plat thereof.

On motion (25-162) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to
adopt Resolution #2025-012, a Resolution closing and vacating a portion of Putter road in
Crestview Subdivision, Crawford County, Kansas according to the recorded plat thereof.
Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood, and Blair

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

Item Four: Mr. Emerson handed out proposed Resolution #2025-015, a Resolution
approving the offering for sale of Crawford County, Kansas Public Building Commission
Refunding Revenue Bonds, Series 2025 (Hospital District No. 1, Crawford County,
Kansas). Mr. Emerson explained this resolution and stated these bonds already exist and
have been approved but the hospital district is wanting to refund the bonds and issue new
bonds to get a lower interest rate and save money. Mr. Emerson provided documents with
the current data on the bonds and gave explanation. Mr. Emerson stated Mr. Kevin
Cowan will be attending the meeting on Friday to discuss the Public Building
Commission.

On motion (25-163) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Moody to
adopt Resolution #2025-015, a Resolution approving the offering for sale of Crawford
County, Kansas Public Building Commission Refunding Revenue Bonds, Series 2025
(Hospital District No. 1, Crawford County, Kansas).

Yeas: Commissioners Blair, Moody, and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

Item Five: Mr. Emerson stated he has been working with Labette Bank on their lease
purchase with the Sheriff’s Department. He handed out the lease purchase to the
Commissioners and explained the purchase agreement. Mr. Emerson explained that he
has clarified with the bank that there is no penalty for paying off the lease early.

On motion (25-164) of Commissioner Wood and second of Commissioner Blair to
approve the lease purchase agreement for three vehicles for the Sheriff’s Department with
Labette Bank for 36 months in the total amount of $169,470.00 and authorizing the
Chairman to sign and to adopt Resolution #2025-016, a Resolution of the Board of
Crawford County Commissioners of the State of Kansas authorizing the execution and
delivery of a municipal lease agreement (Labette Bank bank lease) and other documents
and agreements in connection therewith.

Yeas: Commissioners Wood, Blair, and Moody

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:
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The motion prevailed.

Item Six: Commissioner Blair asked when the auditors arrive and Ms. Ryan stated she
believes it is the end of this month.

Item Seven: Commissioner Blair discussed the handout he provided of each district and
their paved and gravel roads. He explained the statistics on the handout of how many
miles are gravel road and paved roads and what percentage they make up of the total in
the county. Commissioner Wood stated his district receives the most traffic.
Commissioner Blair stated he receives questions as to why certain roads get attention
while others are falling apart and that typically the ones taken care of are located in
Pittsburg. Commissioner Blair mentioned the condition of their roads still need to be
fixed regardless of traffic count. Commissioner Wood mentioned his district has to keep
his roads up because of traffic count. Commissioner Blair stated this is just something
they have to figure out. Commissioner Moody asked Commissioner Blair to get a price to
tear up and redo the road he is discussing.

Item Eight: Commissioner Moody announced he is going to be a grandfather to a girl.

Item Nine: Commissioner Moody mentioned he will be attending the Juvenile Detention
meeting tonight and will have more information regarding this on Friday. Commissioner
Blair asked him to ask the board at the meeting what they see with the truancy program.

OLD BUSINESS

Item One: Mr. Emerson discussed Good Friday on April 18th. He stated he wanted to
discuss it because he is going to be absent. Mr. Emerson stated they have been off for
Good Friday because District Court is closed. Commissioner Moody stated historically
the county has closed on Good Friday and he does not see why we would not close again
this year.

On motion (25-165) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Blair to
close the Crawford County Courthouse on April 18th, 2025 in observance of the Good
Friday Holiday.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair, and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

Item Two: Commissioner Blair provided the Commissioners with a drawing of the step
for the fuel tanks as requested. Commissioner Blair explained there would be three of
these steps since there are three fuel tanks. Commissioner Blair discussed pricing and that
prices are increasing often. Commissioner Moody asked if this is a safety issue and
Commissioner Blair stated it is. Commissioner Moody asked about the price and
Commissioner Blair said total of $3,225.00. Commissioner Wood mentioned he
understands it needs to be done or they could get a work comp case on it and that he has
heard a couple of complaints about it already as well.
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On motion (25-166) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Moody to
approve the purchasing of three steps for the fuel tanks at District 1 Road and Bridge
shop in the amount of $3,225.00.

Yeas: Commissioners Blair, Moody, and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Item One: County Counselor Jim Emerson requested an executive session for 20 minutes
to discuss items that would be deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client Relationship.

On motion (25-167) of Commissioner Moody and second of Commissioner Blair to
recess this open meeting and to go into a closed executive session for 20 minutes to
discuss legal advice for wind and solar land use which would be deemed privileged in the
attorney-client relationship pursuant to the consultation with attorney exception, K.S.A.
75-4319(b)(2), with the County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson
present. The open meeting will resume at 11:55 A.M. The motion passed 3-0.

Yeas: Commissioners Blair, Moody, and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:35 AM and reconvened the
Open Session at 11:55 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session.

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
FUTURE BUSINESS:

Item One: April 11, 2025- Opening of culvert bids.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Item One: April 18, 2025- The Crawford County Courthouse will be closed in
observance of the Good Friday holiday.

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN
MOTION TO ADJOURN
Item One: Adjournment

On the motion of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Blair to adjourn
the April 01, 2025 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 11:56
AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors.

Yeas: Commissioners Wood, Blair, and Moody
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Nays:

Present but not voting:
Absent or not voting:
The motion prevailed.

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my
official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford
County Commissioners.

Randi Ryan
Director of Fiscal Services

<>

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard.
Taken RJA 04/02/2025 12:55 PM/amended BKW 4/2/25 2:45 PM
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