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Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2015, SIXTY-EIGHTH MEETING 
 

 
 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                                                                            Girard, KS Friday, September 18, 2015, 10:00 AM 

 

 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Carl Wood served as the presiding officer.   

 

Commissioners Tom Moody and Jeff Murphy were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board.  

 

Chairman Wood led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (15-263) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the September 15, 2015 minutes of the Board of Commissioners 

and 

2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: 

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

  

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures: 

 

Motion 15 261 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the 

September 11, 2015 minutes 

Motion 15 262 To approve the donation of $300 to the Celebrate Girard Committee 

for the Girard Homecoming Celebration on October 2 and October 3, 

2015.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

CRAWFORD COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 
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MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

 

Item One: Ms. Becky Gray, City of Pittsburg Public Housing Director, and Mr. Daron 

Hall, Pittsburg City Administrator, regarding the creation of a Rural Housing Incentive 

District and a timeline for city housing initiatives.  Ms. Gray presented the 

Commissioners with materials regarding some of the housing initiatives that the City of 

Pittsburg is considering and how those initiatives work.  There was a discussion of the 

setup of a Rural Housing Incentive District and how the city and county portions of the 

property tax increases would be used to pay for the infrastructure and other development 

costs and they would receive taxes on the additional value after that. There was a 

discussion of how this helps to finance the cost of infrastructure for housing 

developments and pay for those costs over a period of years.  Ms. Gray showed the 

Commissioners maps that had areas identified as potential developments that could use 

this type of financing.  Commissioner Murphy stated that he is hoping to do a review of 

the County Comprehensive Plan and their Planning and Zoning Guidelines.  It was 

discussed that this ties in directly with the used of these plans to encourage development.  

There was also a discussion of the need to use zoning guidelines to help guide 

development in the county.  Ms. Gray stated that she would stay in touch with the 

Commissioners on this issue. 
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MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

 

Item One:  Mr. Steve Geier, Crawford County Undersheriff and Mr. Tim Tompkins, 

Pittsburg Police Dept., regarding an Inter-Agency Services Agreement for the purchase 

of a software package for dispatching and mapping of crime.  Mr. Geier stated that the 

Sheriff’s Dept. has decided to partner with the Pittsburg Police Dept. on purchasing 

software to help manage their activities.  Mr. Tompkins discussed how this shared 

software platform will allow them to share information across agencies which will allow 

them to be more efficient and eliminate redundant paperwork.  Commissioner Murphy 

was answered that some of the other cities in the county are considering this platform for 

their police forces.  It was discussed that the sheriff’s office is comfortable that they can 

work this into their budget and that it will allow them to discontinue some other software 
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services and their maintenance agreements.  There was a discussion of some of the 

communications challenges that are faced in the rural parts of the county and that the 

Sheriff’s Dept. is working on ways to help alleviate this.  The Commissioners were 

concerned about the amounts that the Sheriff’s Dept. will need to pay for its share of this 

system.  The County would pay for the Jail Module and for half of the maintenance 

agreement for the jail module while the City of Pittsburg pays for the other half of the 

maintenance on the jail module.  There was a discussion of how this common platform 

will help both agencies to be more efficient. Commissioner Wood was answered that 

County Counselor Jim Emerson had discussed this with Sheriff Dan Peak several times in 

the past week and the agreements had been changed so that both of them were satisfied 

with the agreements.  Commissioner Murphy stated that he would like to review this 

agreement further before approving it.  Commissioner Wood stated that he was relying on 

the advice of the county counselor and the personnel of the Sheriff’s Dept. 
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On motion (15-264) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve the Intragency Services Contract and the Repayment Agreement between the 

City of Pittsburg and Crawford County for the purchase of a New World Systems Law 

Enforcement Software Package.  

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood 

Nays: Commissioner Murphy 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

PROCLAMATIONS AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Item One: Commissioner Wood regarding the trip that he took with County Appraiser 

Ryan Varsolona to look at some vehicles at the Surplus Property lot in Topeka and that 

they placed a hold on a couple of the vehicles while they are making an offer on them. 

Commissioner Wood mentioned that he went to the KDOT lot while in Topeka and the 

used dump trucks looked pretty rough.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

Item One: Commissioner Murphy regarding the parking lot at the courthouse that had 

the tree removed in the last few days.   Mr. Murphy stated that he spoke with Tom 

Ragonese about the lot and he felt that it would be best if the county waited until the City 

of Girard completed the curbing and sidewalks before they repaved the parking lot.  The 

other Commissioners agreed with that.  
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Item One:  Mr. Jim Vinze, Information Technology Director, requested an executive 

session to discuss Personnel Issues Related to Non-Elected Personnel. 

 

On motion (15-265) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Wood 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss Personnel Issues Related to Non-Elected Personnel and to 

include the Board of County Commissioners, County Information Technology Director 

Jim Vinze and County Counselor Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:33 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:48 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS         

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Item One: September 18, 2015 – 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM – City of Pittsburg is hosting a 

reception for Bill Beasley’s retirement and all 3 Commissioners may be in attendance. 

 

Item Two: September 24, 2015 – 8:00 AM, Pittsburg City Hall - Meeting with Blake 

Benson from the City of Pittsburg and Nathan Eberline from KAC regarding creation of 

countywide Economic Development Director position. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy to 

adjourn the September 18, 2015 meeting of the Board of Crawford County 

Commissioners at 11:48 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with 

open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting: 

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners: 
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__________________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk   

 

 

<> 

 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken by DPP 9/18/15 at 11:48 AM, Amended by DPP 9/18/15 at 5:22 PM/amended BKW 09/21/2015 12:52 PM 


