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Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2014, SIXTY-SIXTH MEETING  
 

 
CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                                                                            Girard, KS Tuesday, September 16, 2014, 10:00 AM 

 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Bob Kmiec served as the presiding officer.  

 

Commissioners Tom Moody and Carl Wood were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board.  

 

Chairman Kmiec led the pledge of allegiance. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (14-232) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood 

that the consent agenda be approved including: 

1. Approval of the September 12, 2014 minutes of the Board of Commissioners, 

and  

2. Approval of the accounts payable and payroll warrant numbers 551551 to 

551800 dated September 15, 2014 in the total amount of $395,165.62.  
Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Kmiec and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

 

 SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures: 

 

Motion 14 225 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the 

September 9, 2014 minutes 

Motion 14 226 To adopt Resolution #2014-023, A Resolution amending or changing 

the zoning on property owned by Mike Adam from Agriculture to 

Rural Residential 

Motion 14 227 To adopt Resolution #2014-024, A Resolution amending or changing 

the use of property owned by Mike Adam for a new development 

which will be known as “Adam Estates” 

Motion 14 228 To adopt Resolution #2014-025, A Resolution amending or changing 

the zoning on property owned by Todd Trowbridge from Agriculture 

to Rural Residential 
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Motion 14 229 To adopt Resolution #2014-026, A Resolution amending or changing 

the use of property owned by Todd Trowbridge for a new development 

which will be known as “Trowbridge Estates” 

Motion 14 230 To approve the August 2014 Clerk’s Report. 

Motion 14 231 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 5 minutes to discuss matters involving 

Attorney-Client Privilege and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson 

  

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

            NEW BUSINESS FOR CRAWFORD COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

Item One:  Mr. Bill Scholes regarding the burn permit issued for his property on 250th 

just south of Centennial.  Mr. Scholes wanted the Commissioners to review his burn 

permit and he stated that he does not feel that his permit should have been revoked since 

he has not taken any payment for allowing individuals to dump brush at this site.  There 

was a discussion between Mr. Scholes, the Commissioners and County Counselor Jim 

Emerson that focused on whether or not this classifies as a commercial site since Mr. 

Scholes does not take any money from the people that take brush there.  It was also 

discussed that since this land had been transferred to his children would the burn permit 

be valid under new ownership.  Commissioner Moody was answered by Ms. Judy 

Freeman that Mr. Scholes needs to apply to have this property rezoned and then he can 

reapply for a burn permit for this property.  There was also a discussion of some of the 

truck traffic on the roads and bridges in this area.  Ms. Judy Freeman, Zoning 

Administrator, stated that she and County Counselor Jim Emerson were waiting on a 

phone call from Mr. Doug Cole with the KDHE District Office in Chanute to clarify the 

rules on this burn permit.  The Commissioners stated that they would wait to hear the 

response from KDHE to answer some of these questions.  
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MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

 

Item One: Mr. Tom Ragonese with presentation from Benefits Committee regarding 

Health and Dental Insurance Coverage for 2015.  Mr. Ragonese discussed that the 

committee had gotten some additional quotes on dental insurance since the cost of it is 

going to increase.  Mr. Ragonese stated that the additional quotes were not any better 

than the estimated rates from Blue Cross and that the committee did not see any benefit to 

employees by changing coverage.  Mr. Ragonese discussed that the committee had asked 
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for quotes for a richer dental program but the insurance carriers did not have a dental plan 

with a higher annual limit but they did have some plans that allowed for a larger 

insurance payment for some claims but the annual limit was the same as the current plan.  

There was also a discussion of the health insurance plan and that Blue Cross has 

estimated that the total claims and expense for the health and dental insurance would 

increase next year by about 3.85% overall.  It was discussed that this was an increase of 

about $112,000 but that it was a pretty small increase compared to some other groups.  

The Commissioners all agreed that the best option was for the county to remain with the 

same plans for both health and dental insurance for 2015. 
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On motion (14-233) of Commissioner Kmiec and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve the Health and Dental Insurance Program for 2015 using the Self Funded 

Program administered by Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Kansas as recommended by the 

Crawford County Employee Benefits Committee. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Kmiec and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIAL 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

PROCLAMATIONS AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Item One:  County Counselor Jim Emerson mentioned that he will be attending the 

Regional Transportation Meeting being held at SEK-CAP in Girard on Thursday, 

September 18, 2014.  Mr. Emerson stated that he would report back to the 

Commissioners on that meeting.  
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Item Two:  Commissioner Wood regarding attending the SEK Regional County Officials 

Meeting to be held at Coffey County on October 16.  Commissioners Kmiec and Moody 

also stated that they would attend this meeting.   

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One:  September 19, 2014 – Ms. Becky Gray and Mr. Dick Horton, SEK-CAP, 

discussing Community Assessment. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

 

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

adjourn the September 16, 2014 meeting of the Board of Crawford County 

Commissioners at 10:50 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with 

open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Kmiec and Wood 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners: 

 

 

__________________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

<> 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken by DPP on 09/16/2014 at 10:50 AM, Amended by DPP on 09/16/2014 at 2:30 PM/amended BKW09/18/2014 3:41 PM 


