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 Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2015, SEVENTY-THIRD MEETING 
 

 
CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                                                                            Girard, KS Tuesday, October 6, 2015, 10:00 AM 

 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Carl Wood served as the presiding officer.   

 

Commissioners Tom Moody and Jeff Murphy were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board.  

 

Chairman Wood led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (15-283) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the October 2, 2015 minutes of the Board of Commissioners. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

  

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures: 

 

Motion 15 281 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the 

September 29, 2015 minutes of the Board of Commissioners and 

Approval of the September 29, 2015 minutes of the Board of County 

Canvassers 

Motion 15 282 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 10 minutes to discuss Personnel Issues Related 

to Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson 

 

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

CRAWFORD COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 
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 MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES  

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

 

Item One:  Mr. Eldon Bedene, Emergency Management Director, regarding a request to 

hire a part-time employee to help with the work load in the Emergency Management 

Office.  Mr. Bedene stated that his work is falling behind and that he has funds in his 

budget that is available and was in his budget for this purpose.  There was a discussion of 

the additional information that the state asks for in order for the county to receive some 

funding from the state.  Mr. Bedene gave the Commissioners information on the state 

requirements and some applications that he had received for employment with his office. 

It was discussed that it would be good to have someone from the state review the 

emergency management requirements with the Commissioners.  The Commissioners 

wanted to review some of the applications with Mr. Bedene at a later date.   

 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

PROCLAMATIONS AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Item One: County Clerk Don Pyle regarding the designation of a voting delegate for the 

KAC Conference on November 5.  Mr. Emerson stated that he will be at the business 

meeting anyway and would be glad to be the voting delegate. 
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On motion (15-284) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to appoint County Counselor Jim Emerson as the Voting Delegate at the 2015 Kansas 

Association of Counties Conference on November 5, 2015, in Wichita, Kansas. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two: County Clerk Don Pyle regarding the deposit of a check for $65,407.60 from 

EMC Insurance that is a dividend earned by the Workmen’s Comp Safety Group that the 
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county is a member.  Mr. Pyle asked if he could deposit it into the General Fund to use it 

to help pay for an audit adjustment that might be due for past years.  Mr. Pyle stated that 

he would get more information and the balance could go to Risk Management. 
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Item Three: Commissioner Moody regarding a request from the Miners Hall Museum to 

help demolish a dilapidated house in Franklin.  It was discussed that the Miners Hall 

Museum would pay for the dumpster and other charges that might occur and that the 

county would just furnish labor and equipment.  Commissioner Murphy was answered 

that the county has worked with the cities and other local non-profits to help them with 

equipment and labor for these kinds of projects and it helps out both parties.  Mr. Murphy 

stated that his crew would assist the City of McCune with some house demolition.  

 

Item Four: Commissioner Wood regarding a review of the laser equipment used to 

determine the grade for road and ditch drainage.  Mr. Wood stated that he could only find 
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one laser level that works well.  The Commissioners thought that each crew should have 

a level that works well for determining drainage issues and they would price some units. 

 

Item Five: Commissioner Wood regarding the possibility of obtaining funding for the 

reconstruction of the bridge that has been damaged on Centennial Street just east of Via 

Christi in Pittsburg.  Mr. Wood had discussed this issue with KDOT officials and he 

wanted to discuss this with the other Commissioners and the County Counselor.  There 

was a discussion about reallocating the $120,000 in grant funding from a rural bridge to 

this bridge and that the county would have to have it bid out by November of 2016.  Ms. 

Liz Hart discussed some of the items that would need to be completed for this to happen. 

A letter had been drafted to solicit interest from engineering firms in helping the county 

to develop plans for the reconstruction of this bridge.  There was a discussion of the time 

frame for bids to be sent to the county.  There was a discussion of including a statement 

that the county would be performing some of their own inspections and that the county 

would like to see if the bridge could be refurbished.  The Commissioners wanted to get 

the letter out today to start this process. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

Item One:  County Clerk, Don Pyle requesting approval of the September 2015 Clerk’s 

Report.  The commissioners reviewed the Clerk’s Report and the Report of the Changes 

in Expenditures.  There was a discussion of some of the items listed as changes. 
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On motion (15-285) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve the September 2015 Clerk’s Report. 

On a Roll Call Vote. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
 

Item Two:  Commissioner Murphy regarding safety training for the county and for the 

Road & Bridge crews in particular.  Commissioner Murphy stated that he understood that 

Commissioner Wood has been in charge of safety training and he wondered if the county 

should have an employee that is designated as the safety person for the county.  Mr. 
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Wood stated that he would like to remain in charge of the safety program and it was 

agreed to hold quarterly safety training programs.  

 

Item Three:  Commissioner Wood regarding the tractor that is in need of repair.  Mr. 

Wood stated that he had another conversation with his mechanic and he is investigating 

the possibility of replacing the transmission on one of the county tractors.  There was a 

discussion of some other issues regarding the county tractors and their specifications.  

Mr. Wood stated that he would get more information about the transmission. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Item One:  County Counselor Jim Emerson requested an executive session to discuss 

Personnel Issues Related to Non-Elected Personnel. 

 

On motion (15-286) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 20 minutes to discuss Personnel Issues Related to Non-Elected Personnel and to 

include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:01 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:09 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

Item Two:  Commissioner Murphy requested an executive session to discuss Personnel 

Issues Related to Non-Elected Personnel. 

 

On motion (15-287) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Moody 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 10 minutes to discuss Personnel Issues Related to Non-Elected Personnel and to 

include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:09 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:19 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

       FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One:  October 9, 2015 – Mr. John Chalfant and Mr. Bob Clement, Gallagher 

Group, discussing progress on County health insurance coverage. 
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Item Two:  October 13, 2015 – Mr. Eldon Bedene, Emergency Management Director, 

regarding hiring a part-time administrator. 

 

       ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Item One:  October 13, 2015 – 4:45 PM Meeting with the Pittsburg City 

Commissioners on Economic Development at the Pittsburg Law Enforcement Center. 

 

Item Two:  October 15, 2015 – 7:30 AM Kansas Board of Regents breakfast meeting at 

the Robert W. Plaster Center.  All three Commissioners may be in attendance. 

 

Item Three:  October 8, 2015 – 3:00 PM Commissioner Carl Wood and County 

Counselor Jim Emerson will meet with Crawford County Museum representatives. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy to 

adjourn the October 6, 2015 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

11:20 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners: 

 

 

 

__________________________ 

Don Pyle 
Crawford County Clerk 

 

 

<> 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken by DPP 10/06/15 at 11:20 AM, Amended by DPP 10/06/15 at 1:39 PM/amended BKW 10/08/2015 2:42 PM 


