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             Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2015, EIGHTY-FIRST MEETING 
 

 
CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                                                                                 Girard, KS Friday, November 6, 2015, 10:00 AM 

 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Carl Wood served as the presiding officer.   

 

Commissioners Tom Moody & Jeff Murphy were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board.  

 

Chairman Wood led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (15-314) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the October 30, 2015 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners, and 

2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

  

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures: 

 

Motion 15 306 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the 

October 27, 2015 minutes 

Motion 15 307 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 30 minutes to discuss personnel matters 

involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners, Crawford County Convention and Visitors Bureau 

Director B. J. Harris and County Counselor Jim Emerson 

Motion 15 308 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss personnel matters 

involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners, Crawford County Emergency Management Director 

Eldon Bedene and County Counselor Jim Emerson 
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Motion 15 309 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss personnel matters 

involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners  and County Counselor Jim Emerson 

Motion 15 310 To approve Employee Rates for Health Insurance Coverage that will 

increase by $50 per month for 2016 with a $50 per month rebate for 

employees that participate in the Crawford County Wellness Plan 

Motion 15 311 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 30 minutes to discuss personnel matters 

involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners, Appraisal Clerk Mike Plank and County Counselor 

Jim Emerson 

Motion 15 312 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 30 minutes to discuss personnel matters 

involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson 

Motion 15 313 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 30 minutes to discuss personnel matters 

involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners, Appraisal Clerk Mike Plank and County Counselor 

Jim Emerson 

 

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

CRAWFORD COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH  

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

 MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

PROCLAMATIONS AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Item One:  County Clerk Don Pyle wanted to thank County Counselor Jim Emerson for 

his service of 6 years on the Board for the Kansas Association of Counties.  Mr. Pyle 

stated that having Mr. Emerson on the KAC Board has helped to keep Crawford County 

more aware of the issues that affect counties in Kansas.  Mr. Pyle also mentioned that it 

was a very good conference and he heard from some other counties that have some 

disagreements with city governments on issues in their county and he felt that the cities 

and the county work together very well in Crawford County.  

 

Item Two:  County Clerk Don Pyle regarding information that he has received from two 

individuals that are interested in being part of the Public Building Commission in 

Crawford County.  It was discussed that an ad had been placed in The Morning Sun for 

interested parties to submit letters of interest to be appointed to this commission.  

Commissioner Wood was answered that this commission can help with the planning and 

construction of many kinds of public facilities. 
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On motion (15-315) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Moody 

to appoint Lucas Stansbury and Daniel Duling to the Board of the Public Building 

Commission for Crawford County. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
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Item Three:  County Clerk Don Pyle regarding a request to renew an agreement with 

Labette Community College that allows Crawford County employees to take classes at 

the school with no tuition.  It was discussed that the Ambulance Department, some of the 

fire departments and several other employees have used these classes.  The 

Commissioners commented that this was also a good employee benefit. 
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On motion (15-316) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Moody 

to approve the Agreement for Purchase of Services between Labette Community College 

and Crawford County and authorize the Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
 

Item Four: County Clerk Don Pyle regarding the Clerk’s Report for October of 2016.  

Mr. Pyle stated that he had not been able to research all of the changes is expenses 

between September and October and it was agreed to review this report at the next 

commission meeting.  Mr. Pyle also mentioned that he had received the software support 

agreement for the CIC software and that he would review and present it to the 

Commissioners soon.   

 

Item Five: County Counselor Jim Emerson regarding the funding from the Intellectual 

Disabilities Fund for 2016.  Mr. Emerson stated that when the funding for 2015 was all 

allotted to Class LTD it was discussed that the funding for 2016 would be split between 

Class LTD, New Hope and Mosaic based on the number of individuals that they are 

serving.  It was discussed that this would be a good time to start working to make sure 

that the Commissioners have good verified numbers to base the division of those funds 

on.  Mr. Emerson stated that he would contact those groups to get that started.  
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Item Six:  Commissioner Murphy regarding a presentation at the KAC Conference that 

discussed how agricultural properties are valued and that explained that under the current 

system those values will rise over the next couple of years and will probably increase the 

property taxes on that land considerably. Mr. Murphy discussed how the properties are 

valued and that he wants to get more information on the subject.  Mr. Murphy also stated 

that he would want to inform the agricultural community so that they can try to prepare 

for that.  The other Commissioners encouraged Mr. Murphy to pursue that issue. 

 

Item Seven:  Commissioner Murphy regarding some other items that he had seen while 

at the KAC Conference.  Commissioner Murphy noticed that on the Sedgwick County 

Museum door a sign was on the door that informed people that the museum was 

supported in part by funding from the county.  Mr. Murphy stated that he thought this 

would be good for museums that receive funding through the grant program and that he 

will discuss this with Convention and Visitor’s Bureau Director B. J. Harris.  Mr. Murphy 

stated that he had seen information on a different process for chip & seal that completely 

coats the rock so that it sticks together better and there are no loose chips on the road 

afterwards.  Mr. Murphy was going to discuss this with Randy Chiartano.  Mr. Murphy 

also mentioned that he had seen drain pipes that were inserted into old steel drainage 

pipes to keep them from collapsing.  Mr. Murphy also stated that he had seen an email 

from Liz Hart regarding the ordering of some drainage pipes for culverts.  The 

Commissioners felt that some new plastic pipes should be ordered. 

 

Item Eight:  Commissioner Moody regarding a meeting with George Dockery of KDOT 

about a piece of property that the county owns that is adjacent to Highway 69 in Franklin.  

Mr. Moody felt that the county should work with the state on this property to be used in 

the Arma Connection project.  It was discussed that the county had become owners of 

this property through the tax sale process and that the county has no use for it.  

 

Item Nine: Commissioner Wood regarding some discussions with Mike King, Kansas 

Secretary of Transportation, and George Dockery of KDOT.  Mr. Wood stated that the 

City of Pittsburg and USD 250 had discussed a traffic light at Kings Highway and 4th 

Street and that KDOT will do a traffic study on that.  Mr. Wood stated that they would 

like to reduce the speed limit as well but that KDOT would have to approve it. 

 

Item Ten: Commissioner Wood regarding the presentation at the KAC Conference on 

working after retirement at KPERS Employers.  There was a discussion of the new laws 

that will apply to individuals that have retired under KPERS and then go back to work for 

a KPERS Employer.  Mr. Wood also discussed that the Tax Lid Law that was passed by 

the legislature last year was discussed a lot and that KAC will push for its repeal. 

 

Item Eleven: Commissioner Wood regarding a proposal for a new truck for Randy 

Chiartano, County Asphalt Foreman.  Mr. Wood reviewed the proposal with the other 

Commissioners and they discussed the different options that would be beneficial to have 

on this truck.  Mr. Wood was going to review the information with Mr. Chiartano and 

then discuss ordering the truck.   
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On motion (15-317) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to approve the purchase of a New Crew Cab Pickup Truck from Shawnee Mission Ford 

through the State of Kansas Vehicle Purchasing Contract. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
 

Item Twelve: Commissioner Wood regarding a meeting with Cyclone LLC at the Baker 

Township Fire Dept. Station.  Mr. Wood stated that he had arranged to meet with the 

representatives from Cyclone at 5:00 PM on November 9, 2015, to review the bridge 

proposals and he will discuss it with the other Commissioners at the next meeting.  

 

Item Thirteen: Commissioner Wood regarding some conversations that he had regarding 

equipment at the KAC Conference.  Mr. Wood stated that some of the dealers indicated 

that they could have some good used units available soon.  Mr. Wood stated that he had a 

couple of discussion regarding tractors. Commissioner Murphy stated that he had 

concerns about the county loaders and it was discussed that the county needs to upgrade a 

loader and some dump trucks.  Mr. Wood stated that he would continue to gather 

information on equipment issues for further study.  There was also a discussion of an 

individual that would assist the county with rebuilding the transmission on one of the 

tractors and it was felt that it might be a good option.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

Item One:  Commissioner Moody wanted to thank Quapaw Tribe Chairman John Berry 

for his kind words for Crawford County that were in the news.  

 

Item Two: Commissioner Wood wondered about the status of the negotiations on the 

Crawford County Health Insurance program and the work that the Gallagher Group is 

doing for Crawford County in regards to this program.  There was a discussion of the 

need to get the health insurance contracts approved for 2016 and that it will be good to 

investigate some other possibilities for health insurance. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Item One:  County Counselor Jim Emerson requested an executive session to discuss 

personnel matters involving Non-Elected Personnel. 

 

On motion (15-318) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 5 minutes to discuss personnel matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to 

include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  
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The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:03 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:08 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

       FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One: November 10, 2015 – 9:00AM Work Session with the Honorable Judge Lori 

Bolton-Fleming, County Attorney Michael Gayoso and District Court Administrator Mac 

Young regarding District Court Operations.  

 

       ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

 

Item One:  November 9, 2015, 5:00 PM – Work Session with Cyclone Engineering to 

review the Bridge Construction Proposals from engineering firms. 

 

Item Two:  November 11, 2015 – The Courthouse will be closed in observance of 

Veterans Day. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

adjourn the November 6, 2015 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners 

at 11:09 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners: 

 

 

__________________________ 

Don Pyle 
Crawford County Clerk 

 

 

<> 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken by DPP 11/06/15 at 11:09 AM, Amended by DPP 11/19/2015 at 3:30 PM/amended BKW 11/09/2015 3:46 PM 


