
Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 1 of 9 

Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2014, EIGHTY-FOURTH MEETING  
 

 
CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                                                                             Girard, KS Friday, November 21, 2014, 10:00 AM 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Bob Kmiec served as the presiding officer.  

  

Commissioners Tom Moody and Carl Wood were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board.  

 

Chairman Kmiec led the pledge of allegiance. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (14-280) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood 

that the consent agenda be approved including: 

1. Approval of the November 18, 2014 minutes of the Board of Commissioners, 

and 

2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Kmiec and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved. 

  

 SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures: 

 

Motion 14 276 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the 

November 14, 2014 minutes 

Motion 14 277 To approve the use of Crawford County as an Agent for the Friends of 

the Crawford State Park and the Girard Area Community Foundation 

for Storm Shelter Funds 

Motion 14 278 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 60 minutes to discuss personnel matters 

involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners, County Appraiser Mike Montgomery and County 

Counselor Jim Emerson 

Motion 14 279 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss personnel matters 

involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson 
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UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

            NEW BUSINESS FOR CRAWFORD COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

 

Item One:  Ms. Judy Freeman presenting a Motion of Recommendation from the 

Planning and Zoning Board with findings that the proposed annexation of property is 

compatible with the adopted land use regulations and the County Comprehensive Plan 

applicable to the area to be annexed into the City of Pittsburg.  Ms. Freeman stated that 

the property is located in the Southeast Quarter (SE1/4) of Section Eighteen (18), 

Township Thirty One (31) South, Range Twenty Five (25) East and is owned by Francis 

J. McCurdy, Michele Holman & Peter J Holman. County Counselor Jim Emerson 

reviewed the statutes that govern the annexation process and what the Commission is to 

review in making their determination in the annexation process. 

 

Commissioner Carl Wood stated that he wanted to go through the annexation process 

very slowly and thoroughly.  Ms. Judy Freeman discussed the Crawford County 

Comprehensive Plan which contains the requirements for an island annexation by a city 

and discussed the sections that pertain to this proposed annexation.  Ms. Freeman 

discussed the presentation that was made to the Crawford County Planning Commission 

on November 20, 2014, at their meeting and the plans proposed by the City of Pittsburg 

to provide water and sewer service to the area that is requested to be annexed.  Ms. 

Freeman stated that for this type of action there is no requirement that the adjacent 

landowners be notified of the proposed annexation.  Ms. Freeman discussed some of the 

questions that were answered by the Planning Board at their hearing and that the board 

has passed a motion of recommendation by a 5 to 2 vote and there were 2 members that 

did not vote due to absence.  Commissioner Moody asked about the objections of the 

members of the Planning Board that voted against the annexation.  Ms. Freeman stated 

that he felt that if the gaming facility did not locate on this land then he could not 

determine if the use was compatible with the rest of that area.  Commissioner Moody also 

expressed concern that the adjacent landowners were not notified even though it is not 

required by statute.  Mr. Troy Graham, City of Pittsburg Public Works Assistant Director, 

discussed the zoning procedures that the City of Pittsburg would go through before a site 

plan or building plans could be approved.  There was a discussion of the area and how the 

facility would have to be planned to avoid any problems with drainage or flooding.  

Commissioner Wood stated that since he lives in this area he is well aware of any 

potential problems with this area and that he has talked with most of the neighbors and 

none of them were concerned about the proposed annexation.   
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On motion (14-281) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Kmiec to 

approve the proposed Island Annexation by the City of Pittsburg. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Kmiec and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two:  County Counselor Jim Emerson regarding a resolution to approve the City of 

Pittsburg’s request for annexation of this property.  Mr. Emerson stated that in order to 

completely approve the annexation of this property by the City of Pittsburg, the Board of 

Commissioners would need to adopt a resolution of approval.    
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On motion (14-282) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Kmiec to 

adopt Resolution #2014-031, a Resolution approving the City of Pittsburg’s Request for 

Annexation of Certain Property Pursuant to KSA 12-520c and Adopting Findings in 

Connection Therewith. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Kmiec and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Three:  Tom Ragonese, Chairman of the Employee Benefits Committee, regarding 

the possible transition of the 457(b) savings plan so that it remains with ING/Voya.  Mr. 

Ragonese stated that a couple of meetings had been held on November 20 with interested 

employees in regards to moving this plan.  Mr. Ragonese stated that the employees were 

given a presentation about the ING/Voya plan and all of the employees had voted to stay 

with ING/Voya as the custodian for this plan.  Mr. Ragonese stated that if permission was 

given for this change, that ING/Voya would prepare the necessary paperwork.  It was 

discussed that the group can switch back to the state’s plan with Great West at a later date 

if they choose, with no penalty. 

 

On motion (14-283) of Commissioner Kmiec and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve moving the Management of the Crawford County Employee’s 457(b) Plan from 

the State of Kansas Plan to a 457(b) Plan for Crawford County Employees Managed by 

ING/Voya and Authorize the Chairman to Sign.   

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Kmiec and Wood 

Nays: 
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Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

PROCLAMATIONS AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Item One:  Commissioner Carl Wood regarding the possible adoption of an early 

retirement program to be offered by the county.  Mr. Wood had some figures on the 

number of full and part time employees employed by the county over the last several 

years.  Mr. Wood stated that the number of full and part time employees at the county has 

increased over the last few years.  It was discussed that for this program to save the 

county money, the county would need to not hire back employees or hire new employees 

at a greatly reduced wage.  Commissioner Wood stated that he would need to be shown 

that this program will save the county money before he agrees with it.  Commissioner 

Moody stated that he is for this program but he also wants it to be run so that the county 

saves money.  The Commissioners agreed to discuss this again at a later date. 

 

Item Two:  Commissioner Wood regarding a report that there is a proposed contract 

being discussed for radio services.  The other Commissioners had not heard anything 

about any contracts being discussed for radio services.  Commissioner Wood also 

discussed that employees that work for all three Commissioners should discuss their 

employment issues with all three Commissioners at the same time.   

 

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

Item One:  County Clerk Don Pyle regarding setting up the schedule around the holiday 

season.  The Commissioners stated that they would address the schedule later.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Item One: Commissioner Kmiec requesting an Executive Session to discuss personnel 

issues that involve non-elected personnel. 

 

On motion (14-284) of Commissioner Kmiec and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 20 minutes to discuss personnel matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to 

include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Kmiec, Moody and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:08 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:26 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 
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UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One:  November 25, 2014, 9:00 AM – Work Session with the Convention & 

Visitor’s Bureau Director, B. J. Harris, Miner’s Hall Museum Board Members, Crawford 

County Historical Museum Director. 

 

Item Two:  November 25, 2014 – 10:00 AM Public Hearing on Crawford County Fire 

District #4 2014 amended budget. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Item One:  November 27 & 28, 2014 – Crawford County Courthouse will be closed in 

observance of Thanksgiving Day. 

 

Item Two:  November 28, 2014 – Regular Meeting of the Board of Crawford County 

Commissioners is cancelled. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

adjourn the November 21, 2014 meeting of the Board of Crawford County 

Commissioners at 11:28 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with 

open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Kmiec and Wood 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners: 

 

 

__________________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

 

<> 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken by DPP on 11/21/2014 at 11:28 AM, Amended by DPP on 11/24/2014 at 3:30 PM/amended BKW 12/01/2014 3:56 PM  


