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             Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2015, EIGHTY-FIFTH MEETING 
 

 
 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                                                                             Girard, KS Friday, November 20, 2015, 8:00 AM    

 
 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Carl Wood served as the presiding officer.   

 

Commissioners Tom Moody and Jeff Murphy were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board.  

 

Chairman Wood led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Item One:  The Commissioners requested an executive session to discuss personnel 

matters that involve non-elected personnel. 

 

On motion (15-338) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 2 hours to discuss personnel matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include 

the Board of County Commissioners, Emergency Medical Services Advisor Dr. Tim 

Stebbins and County Counselor Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 8:01 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 9:57 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

The Commissioners took a 5 minute recess before resuming the regular meeting. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

On motion (15-339) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  
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1. Approval of the November 17, 2015 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners, and 

2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

  

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures: 

 

Motion 15 334 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the 

November 13, 2015 minutes and Approval of the accounts payable 

warrant numbers 561095 to 561331 dated November 13, 2015 in the 

total amount of $287,502.64 

Motion 15 335 To approve the agreement between Cook, Flatt & Strobel Engineers, 

P.A., and Crawford County for Engineering Services for the 

replacement of County Bridge No. 690 

Motion 15 336 To approve a payment of $2,500 to Pawprints on the Heartland to 

supplement their Spay and Neuter Program with the requirement of 

documentation of the use of those funds 

Motion 15 337 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss personnel matters 

involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson 

 

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

CRAWFORD COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS  

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

Item One: Mr. Brian Coomes, Professional Engineering Consultants, PA., regarding the 

applications for grant funding through the KDOT Rural Roads Initiatives Project.  

Commissioner Wood thanked Mr. Coomes and Randy Chiartano, County Asphalt 

Foreman, for working on this grant application.  Mr. Coomes discussed the safety 

improvements on some county roads that were approved for funding through this KDOT 

program.  Mr. Coomes also discussed that the grant will fund the improvements and the 

county will pay for the design services that must be done prior to final approval by 

KDOT.  There was a discussion of the clearing of trees along 200th that would be 

restricted to the AASHTO designated clear zone for the road.  It was discussed that this 

zone depends on the speed limit and other factors of each specific area of roadway.  

Commissioner Murphy also wanted to know if the rock shoulder wedge along the road 

could be built so that it could be paved over in the future to make an area that could be 

used by bicycle riders on that road.  There was a discussion of the difference that this 

design could make in the material used a base on the rock wedge.  Mr. Coomes felt that 
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the county needs to proceed in having plans developed that will pass KDOT inspection so 

that the county will be able to proceed with the project.  It was discussed that PEC can 

perform the design services that will need to be performed and that they could draft a 

proposal to present to the Commissioners at a future meeting. There was a discussion that 

the safety inventory on rural roads for the county needs to be performed soon and they 

will need to have an agreement with an engineering firm to perform that study.  Mr. 

Coomes stated that he would submit proposals from PEC for those services. 
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 MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

PROCLAMATIONS AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS 
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Item One:  County Clerk Don Pyle regarding ordering some grave markers for veterans.  

Mr. Pyle stated that their inventory of these markers is getting low and he would like to 

order more markers so that his office will have some on hand if the family member of a 

deceased veteran comes in and asks for one of these grave markers.  The Commissioners 

felt that more of the markers should be ordered. 

 

Item Two:  County Clerk Don Pyle regarding a letter that he drafted to accompany the 

contribution to Pawprints on the Heartland.  Mr. Pyle stated that this letter would 

accompany the check to Pawprints on the Heartland for spay and neuter services and it 

would make them aware that they need to supply the Commissioners with documents that 

show how those funds are spent in Crawford County. The Commissioners read the letter 

and felt that it was appropriate. 

 
Item Three:  County Counselor Jim Emerson regarding the possible need to transfer 

funds from the General Fund to the Risk Management Fund.  Mr. Emerson stated that the 
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County Treasurer had sent him information that a transfer to the Risk Management Fund 

might be needed if the claims to be paid on November 27 are high enough. 

 

On motion (15-340) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

authorize the Crawford County Treasurer to transfer funds from the General Fund to the 

Risk Management Fund in order to pay health insurance claims if needed. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Four:  County Counselor Jim Emerson regarding a request for an interview with 

one of the candidates for the Emergency Medical Services Director position.  Mr. 

Emerson stated that one of the candidates could only interview on November 23.  He 

requested that the Commissioners call for a Special Meeting on November 23 at 8:30. 

 

On motion (15-341) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

authorize a Special Session of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 8:30 AM 

on November 23, 2015. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Five:  Commissioner Moody regarding a request to have a road vacated.  Mr. 

Moody asked Mr. Emerson to research this request.  

 

Item Six:  Commissioner Wood regarding the truck that he is ordering for Randy 

Chiartano, Asphalt Foreman.  Mr. Wood stated that the crew cab option that the 

Commissioners had approved would cost a little more.  The other Commissioners felt that 

it would be worth the money to order a crew cab. 

 

Item Seven:  Commissioner Wood regarding the funds that have been requested by the 

SEK Recycling Center.  It was discussed that when Dr. Triplett had talked with the 

Commissioners earlier he had requested $10,000 to complete the processing of the e-

waste and they felt they would need an additional $5,000.  Commissioner Murphy asked 

if the City of Pittsburg contributed to the operations of the Recycling Center.  It was 

discussed that it would be good to see if Pittsburg could help with this shortfall. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

Item One: Commissioner Murphy regarding progress on the proposed changes to the 

Personnel Policy.  County Counselor Jim Emerson stated that he had a meeting with the 

elected officials and they had some changes that they were going to send to him.  It was 

discussed that some of the Commissioners were going to proceed with evaluations on 

their employees and there was a discussion of having some training with department 
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heads on how to conduct effective employee evaluation.  Mr. Murphy stated that a firm 

had given him an estimate of $2,000 to hold a training session for all department heads.  

There was a discussion of ways to discipline employees throughout the year. 

 

Item Two: Commissioner Murphy regarding the City and County Luncheon that was 

held on November 18 in Mulberry.  Mr. Murphy felt that it was a good meeting and that 

there was a good discussion of the initiative to create a countywide economic 

development position.  Mr. Murphy wanted to engage the cities more and see if they are 

interested enough to step and help contribute to this position.  It was discussed that this 

needs to be pursued more to see where all the cities stand on this issue. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

       FUTURE BUSINESS:  

 

Item One:  November 24, 2015 – 8:30 AM - Work Session to sign bills and payment 

vouchers for November 2015. 

 

Item Two:  November 24, 2015 – 9:00 AM - Work Session with Emergency 

Management Director Eldon Bedene and State Emergency Management Officials. 

 

Item Three:  November 24, 2015 – Mr. Russ Wosk, Snaptight Culvert Linings, with a 

short presentation on products. 

 

       ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

 

Item One:  November 23, 2015 – 8:30 AM - Special Session for the commissioner to 

conduct interviews for the Emergency Medical Services Director’s position. 

 

Item Two:  November 26 & 27, 2015 – The Crawford County Courthouse will be closed 

in observance of the Thanksgiving Day Holiday. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

adjourn the November 20, 2015 meeting of the Board of Crawford County 

Commissioners at 11:14 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with 

open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
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In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners: 

 

 

 

__________________________ 

Don Pyle 
Crawford County Clerk 

 

 

<> 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken by DPP 11/20/15 at 11:14 AM/ Amended by DPP 11/20/15 at 4:56 PM/amended BKW 11/23/2015 2:41 PM  


