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             Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2015, EIGHTY-THIRD MEETING 
 

 
 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                                                                             Girard, KS Friday, November 13, 2015, 10:00 AM 

 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Carl Wood served as the presiding officer.   

 

Commissioners Tom Moody & Jeff Murphy were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board.  

 

Chairman Wood led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (15-324) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the November 10, 2015 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners, and 

2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

  

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures: 

 

Motion 15 319 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the 

November 6, 2015 minutes 

Motion 15 320 To approve the bid for installation of guttering on all three shop 

buildings 

Motion 15 321 To approve the October 2015 Clerk’s Report 

Motion 15 322 To approve the proposal from Cook, Flatt & Strobel for Engineering 

Services on Crawford County Bridge Number 690 

Motion 15 323 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 10 minutes to discuss personnel matters 

involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson 
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UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

CRAWFORD COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

 

Item One: Mr. Rick Pfeiffer and Ms Janis Goedeke requesting approval of a grant.  Ms. 

Goedeke discussed the grant which is a shared grant with Montgomery County called the 

Mom and Pop Program.  Commissioner Wood was answered that this program is a joint 

effort of the Health Departments of both counties to improve health outcomes of children 

born in both of these counties and is hoped to become a regional program. 

 
 

On motion (15-325) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

approve the Letter of Commitment between the Crawford County Health Dept. and the 

Montgomery County Health Dept. for the Becoming a Mom Program to Improve Health 

Outcomes and authorize the Chairman to sign. 
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Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

 

Item One:   Mr. Rick Pfeiffer discussing sale of county land.  Mr. Pfeiffer stated that the 

Community Mental Health Center of Crawford County Board has approved the sale of 

this land pending the approval of funding to develop this area as residential housing.  Mr. 

Pfeiffer stated that this land had originally been set aside for development as residential 

housing. It was discussed that this property is part of the Rural Housing Incentive District 

approved by the City of Pittsburg and that the entity that is purchasing the property has 

been involved in similar affordable housing projects in the area.  Commissioner Wood 

was worried that it could turn into an apartment complex and there was a discussion of 

how the sale can have restrictions on the uses of the property in the future.     
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On motion (15-326) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Wood 

to allow the County Counselor to explore options for the sale of real estate owned by 

Crawford County to Mid-America Management with stipulations that the property be 

used for elderly, disabled and low income residential development. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:  



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 9 of 28 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two:  Mr. B. J. Harris, Director of Crawford County Convention and Visitor’s 

Bureau, regarding some proposed changes to the Crawford County Museum Fund 

Proposal.  Mr. Harris stated that he would like to add some language to the proposal to 

require that applicants for the funding be open within 6 months of approval in order to 

continue to receive funds. Mr. Harris also stated that he had been contacted by 

Commissioner Murphy about requiring that museums that receive the funds display a 

sign that stated that they are funded in part by the Board of County Commissioners.  Mr. 

Harris also mentioned that he hoped that all of the Commissioners would be able to 

attend the Thank You Breakfast that the Convention & Visitor’s Bureau is hosting on 

Nov. 18.   
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On motion (15-328) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Wood 

to approve the proposed changes to the Crawford County Museum Fund Proposal. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
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Item Three:  Mr. Tom Ragonese, Chairman of the Insurance Committee, regarding the 

proposed renewal of the county health insurance program for 2016.  Mr. Ragonese stated 

that the committee had asked Ms. Cristy Mitchell of BCBS to put together another 

estimate of expected claims that included some changes to the plan designs.  Ms. Mitchell 

reviewed the Summary of Charges that included estimates of claims and administrative 

charges for 2016.  There was also a discussion of how fully Risk Management is funded 

to be prepared to pay all potential claims for the group.  The new plan design included 

some changes to the deductibles and to the prescription drug program that would result in 

lower claims for the health insurance program in 2016.  Commissioner Wood was 

answered that many of the employees were informed that the plan design could change 

for 2016 and that there is still time for employees to make changes to the amounts that 

they have deducted for the Flex Plan. 
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On motion (15-329) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Moody 

to approve the Proposal from Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Kansas for Health and 

Dental Insurance Coverage for 2016 as presented by the Insurance Committee. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:   
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Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

  

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

Item One: Mr. Jerod Norris, Norris Advertising, addressing sign regulations.  Mr. Mike 

Plank, County Zoning Administrator, and Ms. May Smith, Assistant Zoning 

Administrator, were both present.  Mr. Norris stated that he started Norris Outdoor 

Advertising in 2013 and would like to start a discussion of the zoning regulations that 

relate to outdoor advertising.  Mr. Norris discussed the process of locating and 

constructing signs and how it impacts the local economy and gives the appearance of 

progress and prosperity.  There was a discussion of some of the rules that govern signs 

and their placement and that there is currently no allowance in county zoning rules to 

allow for digital billboards to be placed anywhere in the county except for the places in 

cities that have already adopted zoning guidelines that allow foe digital billboards to be 

located.  The Commissioners felt that the zoning guidelines on signs and billboards need 

to be reviewed and revised to make those guidelines more up to date.  
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 MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

 

Item One: Mr. Don Alexander, President, SEK Inc., briefing the Commissioners on the 

activities of SEK Inc.  Mr. Alexander stated that their group originated as Mid-America, 

Inc. and that they were originally focused on recruiting manufacturers into this area.  Mr. 

Alexander discussed the work of the different committees of the group and how they 

work to improve the climate for business in this area and they feel that any improvements 

in this region help the entire region.  Mr. Alexander stated that they have changed their 

focus to helping local manufacturers expand and to workforce development.  Mr. 

Alexander discussed their efforts to secure transportation and other funds for SEK and 

that they do not get involved in politics.  There was a discussion of the annual fee for 

membership in this group and the SEK Day on the Hill scheduled for January 26, 2016.  

Commissioner Wood had some questions about the benefits of membership in the group 

and there was a discussion about being involved in committees to get more out of the 

group. 
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On motion (15-327) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Wood 

to approve membership in SEK, Inc., as of January 1, 2016. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
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MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

PROCLAMATIONS AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS 

Item One:  County Clerk Don Pyle presenting a Tax Roll Correction, correcting an error 

in the assessing of personal property owned by Jesse Aaron Smith and to request a refund 

in the amount of $341.40 and to abate this amount from the 2014 tax rolls. Mr. Pyle 

explained that the taxpayer failed to repot the sale of two boats in January of 2014 to the 

Appraiser’s Office. 
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On motion (15-330) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Moody 

to approve the Tax Roll Correction, correcting an error in the assessing of personal 

property owned by Jesse Aaron Smith and to request a refund in the amount of $341.40 

and to abate this amount from the 2014 tax rolls and authorize the Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
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Item Two: County Counselor Jim Emerson regarding a request to vacate a platted Street 

in South Radley.  Mr. Emerson stated that the owner of the property on both sides of this 

platted street is requesting the vacation and that he is only asking for permission to 

publish the Notice of Intent to Vacate in the newspaper at this time.  

 
 

On motion (15-331) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to approve the Publication of the Notice of the Intent to Vacate Platted Streets and Alleys 

in the Mayers Addition to South Radley, Crawford County with a public hearing set for 

Friday, December 18, 2015 at 10:00 AM. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 
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Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
 

Item Three:  Commissioner Wood regarding the proposed contract with Cook, Flatt & 

Strobel.  Mr. Wood stated that representatives of the engineering firm will be here at 9:00 

AM to discuss the proposal for the work on the bridge reconstruction project. 

 

Item Four:  Commissioner Wood regarding some problems that have recently occurred 

in regards to some dogs in parts of the county.  Mr. Wood wanted to know if there need 

to be some better guidelines drafted for animals in the county.  Mr. Wood suggested that 

the Commissioners discuss this again at a later date. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Item One:  County Counselor Jim Emerson requested an executive session to discuss 

personnel matters involving Non- Elected personnel. 

 

On motion (15-332) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 5 minutes to discuss personnel matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to 

include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 12:31 PM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 12:36 PM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

Item Two:  Commissioner Murphy requested an executive session to discuss personnel 

matters involving Non- Elected personnel. 

 

On motion (15-333) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Moody 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 5 minutes to discuss personnel matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to 

include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 12:36 PM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 12:41 PM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
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       FUTURE BUSINESS:  

       ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

Item One:  November 17, 2015 – 9:00 AM – Work Session with representatives from 

Cook, Flatt & Strobel regarding the proposal. 

 

Item Two:  November 18, 2015 – 8:30 AM Crawford County Convention and Visitor’s 

Bureau Thank You Breakfast at Memorial Auditorium. 

 

Item Three:  November 18, 2015 – 11:30 AM City/County Officials Luncheon host by 

the City of Mulberry at the Mulberry Senior Citizens Center. 

 

Item Four:  November 24, 2015 – 9:00 AM - Work Session Emergency Management 

Director Eldon Bedene and State Emergency Management Officials. 

 

Item Five:  November 26 & 27, 2015 – The Crawford County Courthouse will be closed 

in observance of the Thanksgiving Day Holiday. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy to 

adjourn the November 13, 2015 meeting of the Board of Crawford County 

Commissioners at 12:42 PM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with 

open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners: 

 

__________________________ 

Don Pyle 
Crawford County Clerk 

 

<> 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken by DPP 11/13/15 at 12:42 PM, Amended by DPP 11/16/2015 at 3:07 PM/amended BKW 11/16/2015 4:07 PM 


