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Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2014, THIRTY-SEVENTH MEETING  
 

 
 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                                                                 Girard, KS Friday, May 30, 2014, 10:00 AM 

 
The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Bob Kmiec served as the presiding officer.  

 

Commissioner Carl Wood was in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board.  

 

Chairman Kmiec led the pledge of allegiance. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (14-137) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Kmiec 

that the consent agenda be approved including: 

1. Approval of the May 23, 2014 minutes of the Board of Commissioners, and 

2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers. 

Yeas: Commissioners Kmiec and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved. 

 

 SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures: 

 

Motion 14 135 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the May 

20, 2014 minutes 

Motion 14 136 To approve the purchase of a new fire truck from Weis Fire and Safety 

Equipment in the amount of $102,285 and to solicit bids for lease 

purchase financing 

  

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

            NEW BUSINESS FOR CRAWFORD COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

Item One:  Ms. Chuckie Hessong addressing Commission in reference to a property line 

and fence on her property in the Dunkirk and Radley area.  Ms. Hessong stated that they 
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had constructed fence on the west line of their property approximately 8 years ago by 

tying into the old corner posts that had been there for many years.  A survey of this 

property line when the new owners purchased this property about a year ago revealed that 

the fence was not on the property line and that the fence was actually several feet into the 

neighboring property.  The Commissioners both felt that the property owners should 

share in the cost of the replacement fence.  County Counselor Jim Emerson stated that he 

would call the attorney for the adjacent property owner and ask them to work out an 

agreement to replace the fence and share the expense.  The Commissioners stated that if 

an agreement between the landowners cannot be reached on their own, a fence viewing 

will be scheduled to start that process.  

  

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

 

Item One: Ms. Diana Hartog, Assistant Manager and Mr. Mark Lehman, Chairman, 

Crawford County Conservation District presenting 2015 Budget.  Mr. Lehman stated that 

they had been informed by the state that their funding should remain steady for 2015 but 

that some programs will be cut.  Mr. Lehman reviewed the budget request with the 

Commissioners and discussed their projections for cash flow and for the budget for the 

coming year.   
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On motion (14-138) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Kmiec to 

approve the 2015 Crawford County Conservation District 2015 Operations Fund Budget 

as presented by Chairman Mark Lehman. 

Yeas: Commissioners Kmiec and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 
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The motion prevailed. 
 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

PROCLAMATIONS AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Item One:  Mr. Don Pyle, Crawford County Clerk, regarding an appeal of a Nuisance 

Violation that has been filed.  Ms. Judy Freeman, County Zoning Administrator, stated 

that this property owner had been cited for nuisance violation and that they have filed for 

an appeal.  County Counselor Jim Emerson stated that the Commissioners can schedule 

the appeal anytime after the ten day notice period has been met, but that it must be 

scheduled before sixty days have passed.  The County Clerk will have to notify the owner 

by mail and the owner lives in Colorado.  The Commissioners agreed to schedule the 

appeal for June 20, 2014.  Mr. Wood stated that several property owners have 

complained about this property and a couple of other properties. 

 

Item Two:  Mr. Don Pyle, Crawford County Clerk, regarding the workshop that he and 

Larissa Bowman attended with CIC Software Solutions.  Mr. Pyle stated that the 

workshop is designed to get clerks ready for the process of transferring values from the 

Appraiser’s Office and getting preliminary value information out to the taxing entities in 

the county.  Mr. Pyle was very pleased with the training and felt that this new software 

had many new features that will make this process easier to manage. 

 

Item Three:  Mr. Jim Emerson, County Counselor, regarding the Lease Purchase 

Agreement needed to finalize the financing for the Courthouse Elevator Project.  Mr. 

Emerson stated that this project had been paid for with a construction loan and that now 

that it is complete, the total amount needs to be financed over a five year period.   
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On motion (14-139) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Kmiec to 

approve the Lease Purchase Agreement with Community National Bank for the 

Courthouse Elevator Project in the amount of $303,170.18 at 2.15% for 60 months. 

Yeas: Commissioners Kmiec and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 
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The motion prevailed. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Item One: County Counselor Jim Emerson requesting an Executive Session to discuss 

personnel issues that involve non-elected personnel. 

 

On motion (14-140) of Commissioner Kmiec and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss personnel matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to 

include the Board of County Commissioners, County Shop Manager Greg Hite and 

County Counselor Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Kmiec and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 10:37 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 10:51 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One:  June 3, 2014, 9:30 AM – Work Session with Crawford County Counselor 

Jim Emerson and Crawford County Appraiser Mike Montgomery. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

 

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Kmiec to 

adjourn the May 30, 2014 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

10:52 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Kmiec and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners: 
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__________________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

 

<> 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken by DPP May 30, 2014 at 10:52 AM, Amended by DPP May 30, 2014 at 5:08 PM/amended BKW 06/02/2014 1:41 PM 


