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Commissioners’ Journal 

 
2018, THIRTY-FIRST MEETING 

 
 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

 

                                                                                                         Girard, KS Tuesday, May 1, 2018, 10:00 AM 

 
 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Jeff Murphy served as the presiding officer. 

   

Commissioners Tom Moody and Carl Wood were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board. 

 

Chairman Murphy led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (18-157) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the April 27, 2018 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays:     

Present but not voting:    

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

 

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures: 

   

Motion 18 145 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the April 

24, 2018 minutes 

Motion 18 146 To open the public hearing on vacating platted alleys in the Original 

Town of Litchfield, Crawford County, Kansas 

Motion 18 147 To close the public hearing on platted alleys in the Original Town of 

Litchfield, Crawford County, Kansas 

Motion 18 148 To adopt Resolution #2018-007, a Resolution Closing and Vacating 

Platted Alleys in the Original Town of Litchfield, Crawford County 

Kansas 
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Motion 18 149 To approve the KDOC FY19 Comprehensive Plan Grant and the 

Reinvestment Renewal Summary Grant and authorize the Chairman to 

sign 

Motion 18 150 To approve the transfer of $58,049 from the Employee Benefit Fund to 

the Risk Management Fund 

Motion 18 151 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 10 minutes to discuss items that would be 

deemed privileged in the Attorney Client Relationship and to include 

the Board of County Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson 

and Emergency Management Director Jason VanBecelaere 

Motion 18 152 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 10 minutes to discuss Non-Elected Personnel 

and to include the Board of County Commissioners, County Counselor 

Jim Emerson and Zoning Administrator Troy Graham 

Motion 18 153 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss items that would be 

deemed privileged in the Attorney Client Relationship and to include 

the Board of County Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson, 

IT Director Jim Vinze and EMS Director Randy Sandberg 

Motion 18 154 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 10 minutes to discuss Non-Elected Personnel 

and to include the Board of County Commissioners and County 

Counselor Jim Emerson 

Motion 18 155 To deny the employment appeal 

Motion 18 156 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 10 minutes to discuss items that would be 

deemed privileged in the Attorney Client Relationship to include the 

Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson 

 

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

 

Item One:  Emergency Management Director Jason VanBecelaere addressed the 

Commissioners in reference to the Code Red system. Mr. VanBecelaere stated that the 

36,000-minute restriction is for non-emergency use only and there are unlimited minutes 

for emergency use. Mr. Wood was answered that the purchase will be for the county and 

all entities within the county will have access to the program. Mr. VanBecelaere 

explained how the 36,000-minute non-emergency restriction will work and different 

scenarios between emergency and non-emergency situations. Mr. Moody was answered 

that the company will determine if the situation is defined as emergency or non-

emergency. Mr. Wood was answered that it is a 3-year contract. Mr. VanBecelaere 

contacted Mr. John Abbruzzese from Onsolve via telephone conference call to answer 

questions for the Commissioners. Mr. Abbruzzese explained how the land lines and cell 

phones will be contacted. Commissioner Wood discussed with Mr. Abbruzzese the 3 year 

contract and the issue of cancelling the contract after the first year if unsatisfied with the 

service. Mr. Abbruzzese stated that it can be changed to a yearly contract with auto 
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renewal. He also explained what the contract charges include. He discussed how the other 

entities in the county will have access to the system and the multiple data bases within the 

system. Mr. Moody discussed with Mr. Abbruzzese the determination of emergency 

versus non-emergency notifications. Mr. Abbruzzese explained the different types of 

training on the system. Mr. Murphy discussed how the messages will appear when it is 

received and how it shows from whom the message is received. The Commissioners 

would like a copy of the contract for County Counselor Jim Emerson to review.  

 

Item Two: Mr. Murphy discussed with Mr. VanBecelaere training for safe driving for 

volunteers driving the Rural Fire Department vehicles. Mr. VanBecelaere stated that 

there are drivers training courses available through EMC. Mr. VanBecelaere stated each 

Fire District maintains their own rules as far as driving the vehicles in that district. Mr. 

Wood suggested standardizing the rules for the districts.  

 

Item Three: Mr. Murphy asked Mr. VanBecelaere about having maps in each county 

vehicle in case of an emergency situation. Mr. VanBecelaere with speak with GIS 

Director Kyle Nelson about the maps. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Item One: Emergency Management Director Jason VanBecelaere requested an executive 

session for 15 minutes to discuss items that would be deemed privileged in the Attorney 

Client Relationship. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (18-158) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss items that would be deemed privileged in the Attorney Client 

Relationship and to include the Board of County Commissioners, County Counselor Jim 

Emerson and Emergency Management Director Jason VanBecelaere. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed.   

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 10:41 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 10:54 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS  

 

Item One: County Clerk Don Pyle presenting the April 2018 Clerk’s Report.  Mr. Pyle 

stated that this report summarizes the total amounts spent by departments for payroll and 

bills during the month of April. Mr. Pyle also gave the Commissioners a copy of the 

March 2018 to April 2018 Clerk’s Report of Changes in Expenditures for comparison.  

Mr. Pyle reviewed the changes with the Commissioners and discussed some of the 
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reasons for the changes. He also presented the Commissioners with a budget overview 

printout. 
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On motion (18-159) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve the April 2018 Clerk’s Report as presented. 

On a Roll Call Vote. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two: County Counselor Jim Emerson presented Resolution #2018-008, A 

Resolution Prohibiting the use of Unmuffled Engine Braking on a Portion of 240th Street 

(Free King Highway) Crawford County, Kansas. Mr. Emerson stated that he has spoken 

to Sign Foreman Mike Peak about getting signs to post for that area. 
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On motion (18-160) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

adopt Resolution #2018-008, A Resolution Prohibiting the use of Unmuffled Engine 

Braking on a Portion of 240th Street (Free King Highway) Crawford County, Kansas. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays:  

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Three: Mr. Murphy stated that Mr. Matt West from the City of Girard contacted 

him about putting in a new road at the Fairgrounds. He stated that Mr. West would like 

the County to construct the road and put in the culverts. Mr. Moody is concerned with the 

work schedule for the road crews. The Commissioners discussed who should pay for the 

whistles.  Mr. Murphy will speak with Mr. West, Mr. Kavanagh and Mr. Chiartano and 

have them attend a meeting to discuss this issue.                

 

Item Four: Mr. Wood handed out quotes on the pickup trucks for the road foremen. He 

stated that there are quotes for a regular cab, a crew cab and a quad cab. The 

Commissioners will each review the bids and discuss them again on Friday. 
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Item Five: Mr. Wood discussed the chip and seal oil bids and the Commissioners would 

like Mr. Chiartano to attend a meeting with his recommendation. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

Item One: Mr. Emerson addressed Neighborhood Revitalization and it was decided to 

have a work session at 9:00 on Friday, May 4, 2018. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION continued 

 

Item Two: Commissioner Tom Moody requested an executive session for 10 minutes to 

discuss Non-Elected Personnel. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (18-161) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Moody 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 10 minutes to discuss Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed.   

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:31 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:39 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One:  May 4, 2018 – 8:30 AM Work Session to sign bills and payroll vouchers. 

 

Item Two:  May 4, 2018 – 9:00 AM Work Session to discuss Neighborhood 

Revitalization. 

 

Item Three:  May 4, 2018 – Mr. Troy Graham, Zoning Administrator presenting a 

Motion of Recommendation. 

 

   ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

adjourn the May 1, 2018 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

11:40 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 
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Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

 

 

________________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

 

<> 

 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken BKW 5/01/18 11:40 AM/amended BKW 5/3/18 11:40 AM 


