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Commissioners’ Journal 
 
 

2015, THIRTY-SECOND MEETING 
 

 

 
CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                                                                                       Girard, KS Friday, May 1, 2015, 10:00AM 

 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Carl Wood served as the presiding officer.   

 

Commissioners Jeff Murphy and Tom Moody were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board.  

 

Chairman Wood led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (15-123) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the April 28, 2015 minutes of the Board of Commissioners 

2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

  

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures: 

 

Motion 15 117 That the consent agenda be approved including the approval of the 

April 24, 2015 minutes 

Motion 15 118 To approve the Eleventh Judicial District Community Corrections 

Comprehensive Plan Grant Application for Fiscal Year 2016 and 

Authorize the Chairman to Sign 

Motion 15 119 To approve the Community Corrections Behavioral Health Budget 

Summary and Budget Narrative for Fiscal Year 2016 and Authorize 

the Chairman to Sign. 

Motion 15 120 To approve a Donation to the Technology Student Association of USD 

247 in the amount of $500 to help with their travel expenses to their 

National Competition in Dallas 
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Motion 15 121 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss Items that could be 

deemed Privileged in the Attorney-Client Relationship and to include 

the Board of County Commissioners, County and County Counselor 

Jim Emerson. 

Motion 15 122 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss personnel matters 

involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson. 

  

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

CRAWFORD COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

Item One:  The bids for oil for chip & seal work for 2015 were opened and read aloud by 

Crawford County Asphalt Foreman Randy Chiartano.   

 

Larry Reddick   Ergon Asphalt Oil     CRS-1HP    $2.14 per gal delivered 

     CRS- 1HM  $2.04 per gal. delivered 

     CRS-1H       $1.94 per gal. delivered    

 

Marvin Rutschman     MC-800 TR  $2.74 per gal. delivered 

     MC 3000TR $2.74 per gal delivered 

     CRS-TR        $1.85 per gal. delivered 

 

Coastal Energy     MC-800   $2.67 per gal. delivered 

     MC-3000 $2.62 per gal. delivered 

     CRS-1HP $2.21 per gal. delivered 

      

The Commissioners asked that Mr. Randy Chiartano get together with Mr. Jim Emerson 

to review the bids from these oil vendors and to come back with recommendations for the 

Commissioners.  Commissioner Murphy had some questions answered about the 

different kinds of oil that were bid.  Mr. Larry Reddick of Ergon Oil Co. asked to speak 

and gave the Commissioners some information on the different oils that are used and how 

KDOT tests these oils.  Mr. Reddick discussed how the tests are performed by KDOT 

and that the Commissioners should be careful to look at the elasticity of the oils and that 

should be one of the major factors used to evaluate these bids. Mr. Marvin Rutschman 

explained that he felt the elasticity value was overblown.  Mr. Chiartano stated that he 

felt that all of the products that were bid and that if the products are used at the right time 

of year and in appropriate conditions that they all perform well.  The Commissioners 

asked Mr. Chiartano to come back with some recommendations by May 8, 2015. 

 

Mr. Chiartano also wanted to discuss a grant program that KDOT is starting to provide 

funding for counties to address high risk rural roads.  Mr. Bruce Remsburg with PEC 

Engineering stated that his firm would be glad to help write the grant applications for the 

county and provide engineering services on these projects.  There was a discussion of the 

grant program and that it is looking to address some very specific areas that are having 

safety problems.  There was a discussion of the ways for engineering services to be paid 

for and that there is also a program available to apply for funding that would pay for 90% 
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of the cost to compile a Local Road Safety Plan that would identify areas that have safety 

issues.  It was discussed that the Sheriff’s Dept. should be consulted to identify unsafe 

roads. Commissioner Murphy thought that it made sense to conduct a Local Road Safety 

Plan. The Commissioners asked that Mr. Chiartano and Mr. Remsburg see if they can 

identify some sections of roads that would be good candidates for this grant program.  
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MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

 

Item One: Judy Freeman, Zoning Administrator, presenting Motion of 

Recommendations for a zoning and change and for a short plat subdivision that is being 

developed by Bill Forrest.  Ms. Freeman introduced the case and discussed the specific 
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issues of this proposed subdivision.  Ms. Freeman stated that the Planning and Zoning 

Board has recommended that the change in zoning for this area be approved and that the 

short plat for Forrest Estates South Addition be approved.  Mr. Freeman discussed that an 

adjacent landowner had complained about the trash that comes primarily from an 

apartment complex that is across the street and inside the city limits and they were 

concerned about the water runoff from this development. Ms. Freeman stated that the city 

has a sewer main directly across the street from this development and that zoning 

regulations require that they connect to a municipal sewer within 400 feet if is feasible.  

The city sewer line is located 8 feet deep at that point and it would cost between $25,000 

and $40,000 to connect and the zoning board recommends that a variance be granted that 

would allow the homes to be built on these lots to install septic systems for their 

wastewater.  Commissioner Wood wanted to be sure that everyone understands that the 

road into this development is not designed to county standards and it is a private road that 

the county will not be responsible for maintaining.  There was a discussion of the zoning 

regulations that allow the developer to obtain a variance from connecting to a municipal 

sewer.  The Commissioners felt that this development should be allowed. 

 

On motion (15-124) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to approve the Motion of Recommendation for an amendment of the zoning from 

agriculture to rural residential for the development known as Forrest Estates South 

Addition as recommended by the Crawford County Planning and Zoning Board.  

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 
 

On motion (15-125) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to approve the Motion of Recommendation for the adoption of a short plat for the 

development to be known as Forrest Estates South Addition and grant a variance from the 

requirement to connect to a municipal sewer as recommended by the Crawford County 

Planning and Zoning Board. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 6 of 21 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 
 

Item Two:  County Emergency Management Director Eldon Bedene regarding some 

training that he and his assistant, Tracy, had recently received on the Emergency 

Operations Plan and that they will be working with the representatives from the state on 

some additional issues.  Mr. Bedene also discussed that he and Tracy and two employees 

of the County Clerk’s Office will be attending training in Fort Scott on May 5 to get 

updated on changes with the badging system.  Mr. Bedene stated that the state is now 

pushing for the counties to enter all of the equipment from the cities and fire departments 

into the State Emergency Management System so that it could be quickly and easily 

identified for use in the case of a disaster or emergency.  Mr. Bedene also discussed how 

the State Emergency Management Badging System works to help make it easier to track 

people and resources used in a disaster cleanup.  Commissioner Wood was answered that 

all of the information for the people entered into this badging system is maintained on the 

state’s computer system and is available through the internet and that the County Clerk’s 

Office has the paper sheets that were filled out by the individuals.  It was discussed that a 

card with a barcode for each dump truck or backhoe or other piece of equipment would 

be issued. 

 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 
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PROCLAMATIONS AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Item One:  County Clerk Don Pyle presenting one application for 2015 Cereal Malt 

Beverage Licenses for “Crawford County Fair Association” to allow them to sell cereal 

malt beverages for consumption on the premises. Mr. Pyle stated that notices have been 

sent to the Sheriff, Zoning Administrator, County Attorney and the Township Clerk and 

that they had been given 10 days to respond and that no responses had been received. It 

was discussed that in talking with the Crawford County Fair Board and the American 

Legion a decision was made on the best way for CMB licenses to be issued so that they 

could both use the Legion Stand at the fairgrounds.  Mr. Pyle stated that the Fair Board 

would hold a license for the entire year as they will use the stand several times at events 

throughout the year for fundraising and the American Legion will only use the stand 

during the Crawford County Fair and they will obtain a Special Event Permit in order to 

be able to sell cereal malt beverages from the same location at different times of the year. 

 
 

On motion (15-126) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to make it known that the matter of issuing a license to the applicant(s) listed below was 

discussed and considered by the Board, and there being no objection filed as provided by 

law and the Board knowing of no reason why a license should not be issued, the board 

hereby issues a license to “sell at retail”, cereal malt beverages in broken case lots from 

the place of business as shown in the application as designated and described on the 

application as herein before set out, and that the County Clerk be hereby authorized and 

directed to execute the proper license which shall be signed by the Chairman of the Board 

of County Commissioners and the County Clerk of Crawford County, Kansas. 

 

2015 Cereal Malt Beverage Licenses 

APPLICANT: “Crawford County Fair Association” 

PREMISES: 249 E 47 Hwy, Girard, KS 

 (For consumption on the premises)  

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 
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Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two:  County Clerk Don Pyle presenting the County Clerk’s Report for April 2015.  

Mr. Pyle gave the Commissioners a copy of the County Clerk’s Report for April 2015 

and the March 2015 to April 2015 Change in Expenditures.  Mr. Pyle discussed most of 

the items that caused expenses to increase in the funds.  It was discussed that the rock 

bills paid in April were probably for rock delivered in March.  The Commissioners had 

some comments on the expenses and wanted to review this until the next meeting. 

 

Item Three:  County Clerk Don Pyle regarding additional information received from the 

SEK Regional Planning Commission on the CDBG grant funding and the areas in the 

county that qualify for LMI Funding.  Mr. Pyle stated that he was told that none of the 

townships qualify for the LMI Funding through their 2010 Census data and he had 

written in the actual LMI percentages for all of the townships in the county.  It was 

discussed that those areas would have to do surveys of the residents in order to qualify for 

the LMI Funding.  Mr. Pyle also stated that the CDBG applications for funding for fire 

and EMS equipment are not due until the fall.  Commissioner Wood asked that Mr. Pyle 

be sure to inform the cities of these programs again.  
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Item Four:  County Counselor Jim Emerson regarding the form and procedure to apply 

for the disbursement of funds that are available from KDOT through the Federal Fund 

Exchange Program.  Mr. Emerson explained that by applying for the funds in advance, 

the county will only receive 90% of the funds which is the same as the county having to 

come up with the 10% match later.  Commissioner Wood wanted these funds to be 

locked so that it could not be used for other purposes.  Mr. Emerson stated that the 

Equipment Reserve Fund is already set up to allow for money to go through that fund that 



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 10 of 21 

can also be used for bridge building.  Commissioner Murphy wanted to be sure that we 

have the flexibility down the road to use these funds for roads or rock or other items in 

addition to building bridges. 
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On motion (15-127) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to approve the Agreement between Michael S. King, Secretary of Transportation, Kansas 

Dept. of Transportation and Crawford County, Kansas, for a portion of the allotment to 

Crawford County under the Federal Fund Exchange Program and Authorize the 

Chairman to Sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 
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Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

Item One:   County Clerk Don Pyle regarding a request from CLASS LTD to complete 

the Agreement for Services for 2015.  Mr. Pyle stated that the county had not completed 

this form prior to the meeting with all of the organizations that are providing services to 

the developmentally disabled in Crawford County.   
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On motion (15-128) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to approve the Agreement For Services with CLASS LTD for services to the 

developmentally disabled in 2015 with funding budgeted in the amount of $137,817.00. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Item One: Commissioner Wood asked for a work session to discuss personnel matters 

involving non-elected personnel. 

 

On motion (15-129) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Moody 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss items that would be deemed privileged in the attorney client 
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relationship and to include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor 

Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:38 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:53 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Item One:  May 5, 2015 - The Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners is 

cancelled . 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

 

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

adjourn the May 1, 2015 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

11:54 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners: 

 

 

__________________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

 

<> 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken by DPP 5/1/15 at 11:54 AM, Amended by DPP 5/4/15 at 12:55 PM/amended BKW 05/05/2015 9:47 AM 


