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Commissioners’ Journal 

 
2016, THIRTY-SIXTH MEETING 

 
 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                                                                          Girard, KS Friday, May 13, 2016, 10:00 AM    
 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Tom Moody served as the presiding officer.  

   

Commissioners Carl Wood and Jeff Murphy were in attendance. 

 

Deputy County Clerk Larissa Bowman and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated 

with the Board. 

 

Chairman Moody led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (16-154) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Wood 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the May 10, 2016 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners, and 

2. Approval of the accounts payable warrant numbers 565058 to 565294 dated 

May 13, 2016 in the total amount of $295,753.85, and 

3. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

  

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

The Deputy County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ 

signatures:     

Motion 16 150 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the May 

6, 2016 minutes 

Motion 16 151 To adopt Resolution #2016-012, A Resolution of the Board of County 

Commissioners of Crawford County, Kansas, Adding and Creating an 

Active Transportation Advisory Board, Describing the Board’s 

Authority and Duties, and Providing for the Appointment of Members 

Thereof 
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Motion 16 152 To approve the April 2016 Clerk’s Report 

Motion 16 153 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss personnel matters 

involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson 

 

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

 CRAWFORD COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

 PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

 

Item One: Mr. B.J. Harris, Executive Director, Crawford County Convention & Visitors 

Bureau presenting quarterly update. Mr. Harris handed out the 1
st
 quarter update. He went 

over the update with the Commissioners. He stated the increase in revenue is very 

exciting.  He said that the update is all very positive and from 2012 until now up more 

than 50%. Mr. Harris addressed some of the events that are upcoming. He discussed the 

new web site and stated that the design is done and it should be launched at the end of 

June. He stated that from a tourism standpoint, the website is very important He 

explained the Digital Marketing Campaign.  He said that the last page of the update is a 

graph showing the 1st quarter success. Mr. Harris stated that Monday thru Thursday is set 

for business travel and Friday thru Sunday is for tourism. He stated that during the first 

quarter Crawford County was not able to accommodate all tourists during only 1 or 2 

weekends and next year with the new hotel rooms Crawford County should be able to 

accommodate all tourists and revenue will increase tremendously. Mr. Wood asked about 

a coupon book to entice people to other businesses and Mr. Harris stated that they just put 

out a new visitor’s guide, which the guides are done every 2 years. 
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Mr. Harris introduced Rick Nobles from Patron Insight, Inc. and stated that Patron Insight 

was hired to do a telephone survey on tourism in Crawford County. Mr. Noble presented 

the Commissioners with a profile of the survey. Mr. Nobles explained that in January and 

February of 2016 his company did a random dial, 400 completed call survey in Kansas, 

Missouri, Arkansas and Oklahoma. He said they survey focused on both business 

travelers and pleasure travelers and that 80% of the calls completed were from Kansas 

and Missouri and 20% of the calls were from Arkansas & Oklahoma. He stated that the 

list purchased from Missouri and Kansas had 1,500 names and they were able to 

complete around 380 calls and the list purchased from Oklahoma and Missouri had 3,000 

names but were only able to complete 12 calls. He went through the profile and survey 

results with the Commissioners.  
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Mr. Harris stated that new billboard is being put on 47 that states welcome to Crawford 

County. He explained the rules on certain areas of 69 Highway that does allow any new 

signage. 

 

Mr. Murphy asked about the Convention and Visitors Bureaus’ support of the Crawford 

County Fairgrounds. Mr. Harris stated that every year they sponsor the fair in some way. 

He stated that one year the bureau purchased bleachers for the fairgrounds.  

  

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

 

Item One: Mr. Eldon Bedene, Emergency Management Director, addressing recent 

storm damage. Mr. Bedene stated the he will be having a conference call with the Kansas 

Department of Emergency Management on Thursday and needs to have a list of the 

county’s damages and costs incurred from the recent storm. 
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PROCLAMATIONS AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Item One: Ms. Larissa Bowman, Deputy County Clerk presenting Resolution #2016-

013, a Resolution correcting an error in the collection of Motor Vehicle Taxes on a 

vehicle owned by First Christian Church and to refund the total amount of $186.66 for 

the years 2012 through 2016. Ms. Bowman explained that the owner was granted an 

exemption through the State Board of Tax Appeals from 5/15/1998 and forward for the 

1998 Ford Econoline Van and when the Motor Vehicle Department had updates and 

changes in their system the exemption did not transfer and the First Christian Church paid 

the Motor Vehicle Taxes in error. 
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On motion (16-155) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

adopt Resolution #2016-013, a Resolution correcting an error in the collection of Motor 

Vehicle Taxes on a vehicle owned by First Christian Church and to refund the total 

amount of $186.66 for the years 2012 through 2016. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two: Liz Hart, Road and Bridge Coordinator with recommendation on chip and 

seal oil bids. Ms. Hart stated that she and Randy Chiartano reviewed the bids and 

recommends Wright Asphalt Company. She stated that the bid is substantially cheaper 
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than last year and we have used this company for the last 2 years and have been very 

happy with the results. Mr. Wood was answered that this is the same material as last year. 
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On motion (16-156) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve the bid from Wright Asphalt  for chip and seal oil as recommended by Liz Hart, 

Road and Bridge Coordinator. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Three: Mr. Jim Emerson, County Counselor, presenting a Memorandum of 

Understanding between The Crawford County Attorney’s Office, The Board of Crawford 
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County Commissioners, the City of Pittsburg, Kansas and The Pittsburg Police 

Department. He stated that this is to provide funding from City of Pittsburg retailers sales 

tax proceeds for an Assistant County Attorney position and one support staff member to 

prosecute felony and civil forfeiture cases arising within the city limits of Pittsburg KS 

and directly investigated by the PPD. Mr. Emerson stated that this position will be a 

County employee and the County will be responsible for the employee benefits. Mr. 

Murphy stated that is it is in the contact that Crawford County will be responsible for 

health insurance and KPERS. Mr. Emerson explained that any attorney under the county 

attorney is listed as an assistant county attorney. Mr. Emerson stated that the 

memorandum is renegotiable and it expires December 31 of every year. 
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On motion (16-157) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve the Memorandum of Understanding between The Crawford County Attorney’s 

Office, The Board of Crawford County Commissioners, the City of Pittsburg, Kansas and 

The Pittsburg Police Department and authorize the Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Four: Mr. Jim Emerson presenting an Agreement for Medical Examinations and 

Physical Capacity Profile Testing between Crawford County and Via Christi 

Occupational Health. Mr. Emerson stated that this agreement is for potential employees 

or new hires. He stated that we will need to terminate contact with Employer Services. 

He explained that we will have to amend this agreement to include UA’s for employee 

accidents and injuries. 
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On motion (16-158) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve the Agreement for Medical Examinations and Physical Capacity Profile Testing 

between Crawford County and Via Christi Occupational Health and authorize the 

Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Five: Mr. Jim Emerson, County Counselor, presenting an Agreement by and 

between Crawford County, Kansas Engineer’s Office and Heckert Construction Co, Inc. 

for asphalt. 
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On motion (16-159) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to approve the Agreement by and between Crawford County, Kansas Engineer’s Office 

and Heckert Construction Co, Inc. for asphalt and authorize the Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
 

Item Six: Mr. Wood stated that has a list of pickups available from the surplus for the 

other Commissioners to review. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

Item One:  Mr. Murphy addressed the drug court. Mr. Wood stated that has not yet 

spoken to Judge Wachter. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Item One: Mr. Wood requested an executive session for a period of not more 90 minutes 

to discuss matters that would be deemed privileged in the attorney-client relationship and 

to include the Board of County Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson, and Mr. 

Mike Ryan and Mr. Ray Ryan from Ryan Insurance. 
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On motion (16-160) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 90 minutes to discuss matters that would be deemed privileged in the attorney-client 

relationship and to include the Board of County Commissioners, County Counselor Jim 

Emerson, and Mr. Mike Ryan and Mr. Ray Ryan from Ryan Insurance. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:18 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 12:29 PM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

Item Two:  Mr. Wood requested an executive session for a period of not more than 30 

minutes to discuss matters that would be deemed privileged in the attorney-client 

relationship and to include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor 

Jim Emerson. 

 

On motion (16-161) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 30 minutes to discuss matters that would be deemed privileged in the attorney-client 

relationship and to include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor 

Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 12:30 PM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 12:49 PM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

Item Three:  Mr. Wood requested an executive session for a period of not more than 15 

minutes to discuss personnel matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the 

Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson. 

 

On motion (16-162) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss personnel matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to 

include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
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The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 12:50 PM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 12:52 PM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

Item Four:  Mr. Wood requested an executive session for a period of not more than 15 

minutes to discuss matters that would be deemed privileged in the attorney-client 

relationship and to include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor 

Jim Emerson. 

 

On motion (16-163) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss matters that would be deemed privileged in the attorney-client 

relationship and to include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor 

Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 12:53 PM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 1:06 PM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

       FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One:  May 20, 2016 – 9:00 AM Work Session with Ray Ryan and Department 

Heads and Elected Officials 

 

       ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Item One:  May 19, 2016 – 5:30 PM Work Session with Dave Yearout, Planning 

Consultant, on zoning regulations in the Zoning Conference Room in the Courthouse. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

  

MOTION TO ADJOURN    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Item One: Adjournment 

On the motion of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

adjourn the May 13, 2016 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

1:07 PM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Murphy, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
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In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

 

 

 

________________________ 

Larissa Bowman 
Deputy County Clerk 

 

 

 

<> 

 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken by BKW 5/13/16 1:07 PM/amended BKW 5/16/16 1:20PM 


