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Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2015, THIRTY-FOURTH MEETING 
 

 
CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                                                                                        Girard, KS Tuesday, May 12, 2015, 10:00AM 

 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Carl Wood served as the presiding officer.   

 

Commissioners Jeff Murphy and Tom Moody were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board.  

 

Chairman Wood led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (15-139) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the May 8, 2015 minutes of the Board of Commissioners. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

  

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures: 

 

Motion 15 130 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the May 

1, 2015 minutes 

Motion 15 131 To approve the bid for chip and seal oil from Wright Asphalt Products 

Motion 15 132 To approve the contract between PEC and Crawford County for Civil 

Engineering Services for a KDOT Grant Application and authorize the 

Chairman to sign 

Motion 15 133 To adopt Resolution #2015-013, a resolution to accept and grant the 

amendment in zoning from Agriculture to Rural Residential for the 

proposed development to be known as “Forrest Estates South 

Addition” 

Motion 15 134 To adopt Resolution #2015-014, a resolution to accept and grant the 

proposed development to be known as “Forrest Estates South 

Addition” 
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Motion 15 135 To approve the publication of the Notice of Intent to Vacate platted 

street, a portion Maple Street located adjacent to and east of Lots 1-4, 

Block 27 and adjacent to and west of Lots 14-26, Block 28 in the 

Original Town of Opolis, Crawford County, Kansas with a Public 

Hearing set for June 2, 2015 at 10:00 AM. 

Motion 15 136 To approve the publication of Notice of Intent to Vacate platted street, 

Mine Street located South of and adjacent to Lots 41-45 in the 

Original Town of Alston, Crawford County, Kansas with a Public 

Hearing set for June 2, 2015 at 10:00 AM 

Motion 15 137 To approve the April 2015 Clerk’s Report 

Motion 15 138 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss personnel matters 

involving non-elected personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson 

  

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

CRAWFORD COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

 

Item One: Mr. Mac Young, Court Administrator, regarding the state of the current 

District Court Budget.  Mr. Young presented a packet of information to the c 

Commissioners regarding the budget for the remainder of 2015 as well as the proposed 

budget for 2016.  The cover letter asked for increases in several areas including utilities, 

funds for recording equipment and an increase in the pay for the juvenile attorney 

contracts.  There was a discussion of the attorney fees being paid for juvenile work and 

Mr. Young stated that an increase to $3,000 per month would make the rate paid for those 

attorneys comparable to the other counties in the district.  There was a discussion of the 

way that district court is funded with the state paying all salaries and wages and with the 

counties paying for all of the other costs of the district court including defense attorneys 

for indigent defendants, buildings, utilities, equipment and other costs.  There was a 

discussion of the increase in the cost of utilities in the last few years and that there is 

some other cost increases.  Mr. Wood stated that he would like to get a better idea of 

what it takes to run the district court operation.  It was discussed that this will be very 

valuable information as they try to put together the county budget for 2016.  The 

Commissioners thanked Mr. Young for this information.  Commissioner Wood asked that 

Mr. Young come back in a couple of months when the budget for 2015 is formulated.  
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MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

PROCLAMATIONS AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Item One: Mr. Don Pyle, County Clerk, regarding his attendance of the Kansas County 

Clerks and Election Officials Association Conference in Lawrence on May 6, 7 and 8.  

Mr. Pyle stated that they had discussed several issues that affect the clerk’s office.  Mr. 

Pyle stated that they were concerned about the Elections Bill that would move the city 

and school elections.  Mr. Pyle also stated that he had received news that the Elections 

Bill had been revised to move city and school elections to the fall of odd years and to 

keep them as non-partisan elections.  There was a discussion of how much easier it would 

be to administer these elections and that moving the city and school elections to the fall 

of even years would have made that election much more complicated and would have 

increased the chances of voters receiving an incorrect ballot.  There was also a discussion 

of the end of state assistance with the cost of some of the statewide voter registration 

system and that this would increase this cost to the counties.  

 
 

Item Two: Mr. Jim Emerson, County Counselor, presenting Resolution #2015-015, a 

resolution exempting Crawford County, Kansas from using Generally Accepted 
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Accounting Principles (“GAAP) in the preparation of its financial statements and reports.  

Mr. Emerson stated that this is a resolution that has been adopted annually for many years 

that allows the county to exempt itself from Generally Accepted Accounting Principles in 

order to comply with the state statutes that require municipalities to use Cash Basis 

accounting for their records.  
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On motion (15-140) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to adopt Resolution #2015-015, a resolution exempting Crawford County, Kansas from 

using Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (“GAAP) in the preparation of its 

financial statements and reports. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Three:  Mr. Jim Emerson, County Counselor, regarding a report from Bill Brady of 

Capitol Strategies on the legislative session.  Mr. Emerson discussed some of the 

proposed changes in the tax and budget legislation that have come about recently.  

 

Item Four:  Mr. Carl Wood requesting a Special Meeting on May 13 at 10:00 AM in 

regards to the lawsuit over the zoning of the Liberty Baptist Church.   

 

Item Five:  Mr. Carl Wood regarding old equipment being sold on Craigslist. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Item One: Commissioner Wood asked for a work session to discuss personnel matters 

involving non-elected personnel. 

 

On motion (15-141) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 11 of 12 

than 15 minutes to discuss personnel matters involving non-elected personnel and to 

include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 10:50 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:05 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

Item One:  May 13, 2015, 10:00 AM – Special Meeting in regards to the lawsuit over 

the Zoning of the Liberty Baptist Church. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Item One: May 19, 2015 – 11:30 AM County and City Officials Luncheon hosted by the 

City of Arma. All three Commissioners may be in attendance. 

 

Item Two:  May 25, 2015 – The Courthouse will be closed in observance of the 

Memorial Day Holiday. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

adjourn the May 8, 2015 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

11:07 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners: 

 

 

__________________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

 

<> 
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This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken by DPP 05/12/2015 at 11:07 AM, Amended by DPP 5/12/2015 at 2:33 PM/amended BKW 05/14/2015 2:51 PM  


