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Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2015, FORTY-FIRST MEETING 
 

 
CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                                                                                       Girard, KS Friday, June 5, 2015, 10:00 AM 

 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Carl Wood served as the presiding officer.   

 

Commissioners Jeff Murphy and Tom Moody were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board.  

 

Chairman Wood led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (15-165) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the June 2, 2015 minutes of the Board of Commissioners, and 

2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers.  

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

  

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures: 

 

Motion 15 156 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the May 

26, 2015 minutes 

Motion 15 157 To close the public hearing on closing and vacating a portion of 

platted Maple Street in the Original Town of Opolis, Crawford 

County, Kansas 

Motion 15 158 To adopt Resolution #2015-017, a Resolution closing and vacating a 

portion of platted Maple Street in the Original Town of Opolis, 

Crawford County, Kansas described as a portion of Maple Street 

located adjacent to and east of Lots 1-4, Block 27 and adjacent to and 

west of Lots 14-26, Block 28 in the Original town of Opolis, Crawford 

County, Kansas according to the recorded plat thereof 

Motion 15 159 To close the public hearing on closing and vacating Mine Street in the 

Original Town of Alston, Crawford County, Kansas 
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Motion 15 160 To adopt Resolution #2015-018, a Resolution closing and vacating 

Mine Street in the Original Town of Alston, Crawford County, Kansas 

described as Mine Street located South of and adjacent to Lots 41-45 

in the Original Town of Alston, Crawford County, Kansas, according 

to the recorded plat thereof 

Motion 15 161 To adopt Resolution #2015-019, a Resolution declaring a State of 

Local Disaster Emergency in Crawford County, Kansas 

Motion 15 162 To approve the May 2015 Clerk’s Report 

Motion 15 163 To Cereal Malt Beverage Permit Fees as presented by the Crawford 

County Clerk 

Motion 15 164 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 30 minutes to discuss matters that could be 

deemed to privileged in the Attorney-Client Relationship and to 

include the Board of County Commissioners, Attorney Terrelle Mock 

and County Counselor Jim Emerson 

  

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

CRAWFORD COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

Item One:  Mr. Brian Coomes, PEC Engineering, regarding information on the High 

Risk Rural Roads Grant application.  Randy Chiartano, County Asphalt Foreman, also 

stated that he had worked with Mr. Coomes on identifying specific sections of county 

roads that have safety issues. Mr. Coomes explained that under this program, the 

applicant is to prepare documents as if the project was to be bid out.  The program can be 

funded over 3 years of applications, but the state is not sure that they will have enough 

funds for all 4 years.  It was discussed that this is a 90% - 10% rate of funding versus 

local match.  There was a discussion of how the entire program works and that the county 

should have PEC prepare a countywide local road safety inventory.   

Mr. Coomes discussed the section of 200th Street that has been identified and that the 

primary focus would be to clear brush and trees that are close to the roadway and then to 

make the slope of the transition from the roadway to the ditch less severe. They discussed 

clearing of brush and digging the ditch farther from the road and to use that material to 

improve the transition from the road to the ditch.  There was a discussion of the cost for 

the county to perform this work versus the cost of a contractor.  After further discussion 

the Commissioners agreed that they want to submit the proposal for 200th Street. 

Mr. Coomes also discussed the proposed work on 230th Street which would only include 

the striping on the edge of the asphalt, improving the aggregate edge of the road and the 

removable of brush along that road.  The Commissioners agreed with this proposal. 

Mr. Coomes also discussed the proposed work on 260th Street which includes 

improvements in the aggregate edge along this road and the renewal of the striping along 

the edge of the asphalt.   
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On motion (15-166) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

approve the 2016 – 2018 High Risk Rural Roads Project Funding Applications and 

Authorize the Chairman to Sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Wood, Moody and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two:  Mr. Caleb Thurman of Boy Scout Troop 84 in Girard was present at the 

commission meeting so that he could earn an additional merit badge.  Mr. Thurman stated 

that he is a Life Scout and that he is working on his Eagle Scout Requirements.  The 

Commissioners thanked him for attending the meeting and wished him well. 

 

Item Three:  Mr. Tyler Harrell of 191 Deer Creek Court regarding the roads in the Deer 

Creek subdivision 2 miles north of Frontenac.  Mr. Harrell stated that their homeowners 

association is interested in having the county help them make improvements to the road 

for those homes.  There was a discussion of the merits of either improving this road with 

an asphalt overlay or with a chip & seal coating.  There was a discussion of the condition 

of the road and the different methods of improving this road.  The Commissioners stated 

that if the homeowners want the county to assume the responsibility for the maintenance 
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on this road, the road would need to be brought up to county specifications first.  There 

was a discussion of the procedures for setting up a benefit district which would allow the 

homeowners to pay for the improvements through special assessments on their property 

tax statements over a period of years.  Commissioner Moody asked that Jim Emerson and 

Randy Chiartano work with the homeowners association to develop some plans for this 

road.  Mr. Moody stated that he would have a grader smooth out the rock on this road 

which will help until we have more heavy rains.   

 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

Item One:  Mr. Eldon Bedene, Emergency Management Director, addressing grant 

funding for computer purchases.  Mr. Bedene stated that as a result of attending a 

meeting hosted by the Kansas Pipeline Association his office had applied for a grant.  Mr. 

Bedene stated that they had received a $1,000 grant for the purchase of a Windows 

Surface tablet/computer that will be used by the office as a mobile system for viewing 

maps and other needs of the office.  Mr. Bedene also stated that the actual computer will 

cost $1,223 and that the additional funds will come out of his budget. The Commissioners 

all thought that this would be a good addition to the equipment for his office. 

Mr. Bedene also discussed that he had filed the resolution declaring a state of emergency 

along with the paperwork on the estimated damage to infrastructure in the county.  Mr. 

Bedene discussed the different types of materials and work that will qualify for 

reimbursement through a federal disaster declaration.  There was a discussion of the need 

to document any additional work that might be done later in clearing brush from bridges 

or other work that is linked to the storms.  Mr. Bedene also stated that his assistant had 

submitted her resignation and that he would work with the Commissioners to decide how 

to address this need.  

 

Item Two: Mr. Greg Hite regarding the tractor and mower that are being looked at by the 

county.  Mr. Hite contacted people with Schulte mowers and there was a discussion of 

some of the problems that other counties and KDOT have experienced with John Deere 

mowers. Commissioner Murphy had contacted a Schulte representative and he had gotten 

a quote on a mower deck from him.  It was discussed that the Schulte mowers are the best 

built mower decks and that even though they are more expensive they could be the best 

choice for the county for a pull behind mower deck. 

Mr. Hite discussed that his mechanics were doing a rebuild on a Sheriff’s Dept. vehicle.  

There was a discussion of the county shop performing oil changes and other mechanic 

work on the vehicles for the Sheriff’s Department.  It was discussed that this could be a 

good way to save taxpayer money.  

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

PROCLAMATIONS AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS 

Item One: County Clerk Don Pyle regarding an invitation received from the Kansas 

Crossing Casino to attend an informational meeting that they were hosting at 5:00 PM on 

Tuesday, June 9, 2015, at the Holiday Inn Express in Pittsburg.   
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Item Two:  County Counselor Jim Emerson regarding a letter from Angie Hadley, 

Program Coordinator at the Restorative Justice Authority, to reappoint several members 

of the Juvenile Corrections Advisory Board until June 30, 2018.  Mr. Emerson stated that 

Ms. Hadley had asked him to present this to the Commissioners for their approval.  
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On motion (15-167) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

reappoint Kristy McKechnie, Rick Pfeiffer, Lori Fleming, Mendy Hulvey and Jerry 

Waltrip to the Juvenile Corrections Advisory Board through June 30, 2018, and authorize 

the Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Wood, Moody and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
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Item Three:   Commissioner Murphy regarding drainage on county roads and the need to 

keep ditches cleaned out.  Mr. Murphy stated that he had done some research on this and 

had received some information on a paddlewheel side arm ditcher that attaches to a 

tractor and can be used to clean out and dig ditches.  The Commissioners were interested 

in seeing one of these work to better understand how they operate.   

 

Item Four:  Commissioner Wood felt that the Commissioners needed to make a decision 

on the tractor and mower unit to purchase.  All of the Commissioners felt that the John 

Deere Tractor was the best option but that they might want to research the mower 

purchase a little more to decide between the John Deere and Schulte mower decks.   

 

On motion (15-168) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to approve the purchase of a John Deere Tractor through the State of Kansas Lease 

Purchase Program. 

Yeas: Commissioners Wood, Moody and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Five:  Commissioner Wood regarding a visit to the radio tower sites in the county.  

Mr. Wood stated that he felt that it would be good to see the condition of the towers and 

to start addressing any problems that are found.  Mr. Wood asked Troy Graham, County 

Zoning Officer, to set this up with the Sheriff and the Emergency Management Director. 

 

Item Six:  Commissioner Wood regarding the speed limit on 190th Street between 510th 

and 520th Streets. Mr. Wood stated that he feels that traffic is moving too fast in this area. 

It was discussed that the Sheriff needs to conduct a traffic study on this road and come 

back to the Commissioners with recommendations.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

Item One: County Clerk Don Pyle regarding creation of a county wide equipment 

reserve fund.  Mr. Pyle gave the Commissioners some additional information that he had 

received from the Wilson County Coordinator in regards to their Equipment Reserve 

Fund.  Mr. Pyle wanted the Commissioners to be able to review that information prior to 

the Work Session on June 9 at 9:00 AM with Department Heads to discuss this issue. 

 

Item Two:  County Clerk Don Pyle mentioned that the amendment to the Kansas Senate 

Tax Bill that created a local city and county tax lid had been removed from that bill in the 

latest version.  It was discussed that it could be reinserted prior to final passage.  
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Item Three:    County Counselor Jim Emerson regarding the proposed signage that 

would be installed on some county roads for the Live Well Crawford County group.  Mr. 

Emerson discussed that there had been some concern about the potential liability of the 

county on these roads if they are marked for bicycle traffic.  Mr. Emerson stated that he 

had been reviewing the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices and that it appears 

that the best defense would be that the county follow the recommendations in this 

manual.  There was a discussion of several of the signs that are recommended in the 

manual.  Mr. Troy Graham mentioned that the City of Pittsburg had been concerned 

about liability issues and that picking out proper signage is important.  There was a 

discussion of how traffic laws apply to bicycles on roadways.  Mr. Murphy stated that he 

was under the impression that the Live Well Crawford County group was going to attend 

a commission meeting to present a proposal to the Commissioners. 
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Item Four:  Commissioner Murphy wanted the Commissioners to be aware that he had 

spoken with Phil Dreshert of the Bukaty Company and that he was coming to the June 9 

commission meeting to make a presentation in regards to a pooled risk group that was 

being organized to help keep rates lower on stop loss insurance. 

 

Item Five:  Commissioner Murphy regarding the Museums Task Force.  Mr. Murphy 

stated that this group was discussing holding a town hall type meeting to allow any 



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 28 of 30 

groups or individuals to discuss their interest in helping with the museum.  Mr. Murphy 

stated that Mr. Harris had thought that a Sunday afternoon would be a good time to hold 

an open house and a public meeting for input.  Mr. Murphy stated that he wanted to try to 

keep moving forward with finding new volunteers for the museum.  Commissioner Wood 

stated that he also wants to move quickly to get the museum reopened to the public as 

soon as possible.  Commissioner Moody thought that it would be good to have Mr. Harris 

discuss his thoughts with the full commission.  There was a discussion of the plans to try 

to find a person to assist with the running of all 3 museums in the county.  Commissioner 

Murphy was going to try to get Mr. Harris to a commission meeting.    

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Item One: County Counselor Jim Emerson requested an executive session with County 

Appraiser Ryan Varsolona to discuss personnel issues with non-elected personnel 

 

On motion (15-169) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss Personnel Issues Related to Non-Elected Personnel and to 

include the Board of County Commissioners, County Appraiser Ryan Varsolona and 

County Counselor Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:57 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 12:12 PM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

Item Two: County Counselor Jim Emerson requested an executive session with County 

Appraiser Ryan Varsolona to discuss personnel issues with non-elected personnel. 

 

On motion (15-170) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 30 minutes to discuss Personnel Issues Related to Non-Elected Personnel and to 

include the Board of County Commissioners, County Appraiser Ryan Varsolona and 

County Counselor Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 12:13 PM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 12:43 PM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

Item Three: County Counselor Jim Emerson requested an executive session to discuss 

items that could be deemed privileged in the attorney-client relationship. 
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On motion (15-171) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 10 minutes to discuss matters that could be deemed to privileged in the Attorney-

Client Relationship and to include the Board of County Commissioners and County 

Counselor Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 12:45 PM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 12:55 PM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One:  June 9, 2015 – 9:00 AM Work Session with Elected Officials and 

Department Heads to discuss the proposed Equipment Reserve Fund. 

 

Item Two:  June 9, 2015 – Mr. Phil Dreshert with Bukaty addressing health insurance. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy to 

adjourn the June 5, 2015 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

12:57 PM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners: 

 

 

__________________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 
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<> 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken by DPP 06/05/2015 at 12:57 PM, Amended by DPP 06/08/2015 at 3:40 PM/amended BKW06/08/2015 4:44 PM 


