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 Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2015, FIFTY-THIRD MEETING 
 

 
 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                                                                                       Girard, KS Friday, July 24, 2015, 10:00 AM 

 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Carl Wood served as the presiding officer.   

 

Commissioner Jeff Murphy was in attendance.   

 

County Clerk Don Pyle was seated with the Board.  

 

Chairman Wood led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

On motion (15-208) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Wood 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the July 21, 2015 minutes of the Board of Commissioners, and 

2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers. 

Yeas: Commissioners Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

  

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures: 

 

Motion 15 204 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the July 

17, 2015 minutes 

Motion 15 205 To approve publication of Notice of Intent to Vacate a platted roadway 

and right of way located in the 1100 North Block of 230th Street in 

Crawford County, Kansas, with the Public Hearing scheduled for 

August 18, 2015, at 10:00 AM 

Motion 15 206 To Publish a Notice of Intent to vacate platted streets and alleys in 

Frank Benintende Addition to South Radley, Crawford County, 

Kansas, with the Public Hearing scheduled for August 18, 2015, at 

10:00 AM 
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Motion 15 207 To approve the Lease Purchase Agreement between Crawford County 

and John Deere for the purchase of a new tractor over 3 years at 4.0% 

interest with the first annual payment due of $26,337.57 in July of 

2015 

  

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

CRAWFORD COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

Item One:  Mr. Chris Weiner, City Administrator for the City of Girard, wished to 

introduce himself to the Board of Commissioners.  Mr. Weiner stated that he hopes to 

attend many of the Commission meetings to help facilitate good communication between 

the county and the City of Girard.  

 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

PROCLAMATIONS AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Item One:  Commissioner Wood regarding the installation of a traffic camera to help 

monitor the traffic on the bridge that is still currently closed just southeast of Pittsburg on 

530th Street.  Mr. Wood stated that if this camera catches vehicles using this bridge in 

violation of the posted restrictions, the offenders will be prosecuted.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

Item One:  County Clerk Don Pyle regarding the Crawford County 2016 Budget.  Mr. 

Pyle stated that there a couple of adjustments that should be made to the proposed budget 

and that they will need to approve a budget for publication by August 22, 2015.  There 

was a discussion of the timeline for the publication and the approval of the budget and it 

was also discussed that Commissioner Murphy would be gone for National Guard Duty 

from August 1 to August 15, 2015.  Mr. Murphy stated that he could communicate by 

phone or email while he is on active duty.  Commissioner Wood stated that he wants to 

get down to business on this and get a budget approved as soon as possible.  There was a 

discussion of the work sessions that have been scheduled with department heads.  The 

Commissioners decided to work on the budget at the end of the Commission meeting on 

Tuesday, July 28, 2015.  It was discussed that just two Commissioners could approve the 

budget for publication and that Mr. Murphy should be back for the public hearing.  

 

Item Two:  County Clerk Don Pyle regarding an Official Ballot that was received from 

the Kansas Association of Counties for Crawford County to submit their vote for the 

Kansas Representative to the Governing Board of the National Association of Counties.  

Mr. Emerson stated that he has worked with Mr. Richard Malm of Jefferson County and 

feels that he would be a good representative for Kansas.  Mr. Wood also stated that he is 

acquainted with Mr. Malm and would recommend him for this position. 
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On motion (15-209) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to Approve a Vote for Richard Malm, Jefferson County Commissioner, as the Kansas 

Representative to the Governing Board of the National Association of Counties.  

Yeas: Commissioners Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Three:  Commissioner Murphy regarding the demonstration of the Hurricane 

Ditching Unit on July 21.  Mr. Murphy stated that he was not sure that this machine was 

the best tool for constructing new ditches, but it is very good for cleaning out existing 

ditches.  Mr. Wood also had some questions about this machine.  There was a discussion 

of how the county could work to improve the ditches on many of the roads in the county.  

There was a discussion of some other issues confronting the Road & Bridge Dept. and 

some of the equipment that could help the department.  
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Item Four:  Commissioner Murphy regarding the sidewalk project that the City of 

Girard is working on.  Mr. Murphy asked Mr. Weiner to give the county commissioners 

an update on the status of this project.  Mr. Wiener discussed how this project is 

progressing in the planning stage and some of the details of the project as they affect the 

area surrounding the county courthouse.  There was a discussion of how some of these 

improvements would be paid for what the contribution from the county would be.  It was 

stated that the project would need to be bid before the true cost of the sidewalks would be 

known. 

 

There was also a brief discussion of the project to improve the intersection of Highways 7 

and 47 and how that would impact traffic in Girard and possibly detour some of that 

traffic onto county roads.  Mr. Murphy stated that he wanted to keep the lines of 

communication open on these projects.   

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS          

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One:  July 28, 2015 – 9:00 AM Work Session with Rick Pfeiffer and Janis 

Goedeke to discuss Health, Mental Health and Youth Services 2016 Budget Requests. 

 

Item Two: July 28, 2015 – Mr. Mac Young, Community Corrections Administrative 

Director presenting Community Corrections 2016 Budget and the 2016 Community 

Corrections Carry Over Reimbursement Budget.   

 

Item Three: July 31, 2015 – 8:30 AM Work Session with Mike Gayoso, County 

Attorney, to discuss County Attorney 2016 Budget Request. 

 

Item Four: July 31, 2015 – 9:00 AM Work Session with Liz Hart, Road and Bridge 

Coordinator, to discuss Road and Bridge 2016 Budget Request. 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Murphy to 

adjourn the July 24, 2015 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

10:45 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Murphy and Wood 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed. 
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In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners: 

 

 

__________________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

 

<> 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken by DPP 07/24/2015 at 10:45 AM, Amended by DPP 07/24/2015 at 4:08 PM 


