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Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2014, FIFTY-FIRST MEETING  
 

 
CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                                                              Girard, KS Tuesday, July 22, 2014, 10:00 AM 

 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Bob Kmiec served as the presiding officer.  

Commissioners Tom Moody and Carl Wood were in attendance. 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board.  

Chairman Kmiec led the pledge of allegiance. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (14-181) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood 

that the consent agenda be approved including: 

1. Approval of the July 18, 2014 minutes of the Board of Commissioners. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Kmiec and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

 

 SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures: 

 

Motion 14 178 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the July 

15, 2014 minutes 

Motion 14 179 To approve the City of Girard’s Neighborhood Revitalization Plan and 

authorize the Chairman to sign 

Motion 14 180 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 10 minutes to discuss matters involving 

Attorney-Client Privilege and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson 

  

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

            NEW BUSINESS FOR CRAWFORD COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

Item One:  Mr. Loren VanDorn & Mr. Dennis Dohle addressing intersection of 680th and 

240th.  Mr. VanDorn asked that the Commissioners address the way that traffic is routed 

through this intersection.  Mr. VanDorn stated that the traffic is very dangerous and there 

is a lot of dust from the truck traffic.  Commissioner Moody stated that he had been at 

this intersection and he asked Mr. Emerson to talk with the Landfill Office to see if some 
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dust control could be applied to this road.  The Commissioners all felt that steps should 

be taken to get some of the heavy truck traffic off of this road.   

 

Item Two: Mr. Ray Hamblin of Franklin Community Council regarding the possible 

donation of their storm siren to the county so that the county could assume responsibility 

for the maintenance of this storm siren.  The Commissioners stated that they would 

discuss this with Emergency Management Director Eldon Bedene.  

Mr. Hamblin also wanted to discuss some zoning issues that he feels that are not being 

addressed.  Mr. Hamblin also felt that the streets in Franklin are being neglected and that 

the county needs to do some work on them.  Commissioner Moody stated that he would 

have his crew do some patching on those roads.   

 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

Item One: Mr. B.J. Harris, Director of the Crawford County Convention and Visitor’s 

Bureau.  Mr. Harris stated that this year is shaping up to be the biggest year to date for 

tourism in the county.  Mr. Harris discussed that with the Baja, the U.S. Open, the Shrine 

Bowl and the upcoming Kansas State American Legion Baseball Championship.  

Commissioner Moody stated he had some questions regarding the contract for services 

with the Pittsburg Area Chamber of Commerce.  There was a discussion of the services 

provided by the chamber and the value of having those organizations housed together.  

There was also a discussion of the increase in the budget for the CVB due to the addition 

of a staff member and the funds earmarked for the PSU Indoor Event Center.  Mr. Blake 

Benson, Director of the Pittsburg Area Chamber of Commerce also spoke about the 

advantages of these offices housed together and the efficiency it creates.  There was a 

discussion of the system that the CVB has developed for groups to apply for funds. 
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Item Two:  A presentation of the Crawford County Workforce Coalition regarding the 

Crawford County Career and Technical Center.  Commissioner Carl Wood wanted to 

thank all of the participants that were in attendance.  Mr. Destry Brown, USD 250 

Superintendent, stated that this coalition has been working on this for several years and 

that he is proud to have helped make this possible.  Mr. Brown stated that he has been 

alarmed to discover that only 30% of high school graduates from USD 250 end up with a 

college degree or skill certification. He feels that the lack of job skills directly contributes 
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to the high number of working families that are under the poverty level.  Mr. Brown also 

stated that a grant of $1million from the Bicknell Foundation has made it possible for 

them to purchase a building from Vinylplex for this center.  Mr. Brown also discussed the 

proposed makeup of the board that would oversee this facility and the programs it offers. 

 

Ms. Heather Morgan, Executive Director with the Project 17 Initiative, discussed some of 

the focus of this initiative on job skills for local workers.  Mr. Blake Benson stated that 

there are many local needs for skilled employees.  Mr. Benson also discussed that many 

local businesses have to look outside of this area to fill their needs and that some 

employers have stated that they might need to relocate their business to fill those needs.  

Mr. Gary Matson of AZZ Industries stated that their business needs 20 welders and 29 

electricians right now.  Mr. Matson answered some questions regarding those needs from 

the Commissioners.  Mr. Blaise Bauer, USD 248 Superintendent, and Mr. Rick Simoncic, 

USD 249 Superintendent, discussed the value of a technical school and the importance of 

working together on this program so that they can provide more programs for their 

students.  The superintendents stated that there are state funds available to help pay for 

transportation of these students.  The Commissioners were answered that the schools are 

not sure of the number of students that are willing to participate but that the number will 

grow in a few years as more students use the classes and talk with each other.     

 

Ms. Brianna Maxwell discussed her experience as a student in the carpentry program and 

how it helped her secure a position with Crossland Construction.   Mr. Spencer Massa is a 

current student in the welding program and that he has been offered jobs already but he 

wants to complete the courses for certification. Dr. Bruce Dahlman with the PSU College 

of Technology discussed that they would move their Automotive Technology and 

Electricity programs into this facility.  Commissioner Kmiec was answered that the grant 

received by PSU was to prepare instructors.  Mr. Adam Lusker, State Representative and 

owner of Lusker Masonry, discussed that he has been involved with this program for 

several years and his firm has hired a few of the masonry program graduates in the past. 

Mr. Lusker discussed that this program will help local business to have access to a well 

trained pool of workers.    

 

Mr. Brown distributed a proposal to the Commissioners that detailed some of the funding 

sources and amounts and the proposed uses for those funds.  Mr. Brown stated that they 

are asking for $125,000 from Crawford County this year and for up to 3 years.  Mr. 

Brown discussed the rent that would be paid to this facility by PSU, FSCC and others and 

that all tuition would go to those organizations.  Mr. Brown stated that now that they have 

a building they can apply for other grants.  Commissioner Kmiec was answered that the 

schools cannot use their taxing authority to help pay facilities that they do not own or for 

joint ventures with other schools or entities.  There was a discussion of school funding 

and how the new school funding law allows them to tax for programs.  Mr. Brown stated 

that this level of collaboration by the university, community college, school districts, city, 

county, businesses and local residents has never happened before and that it is all for the 

good of local residents and the economy.  The Commissioners stated that they have to be 

good stewards of tax dollars and that the questions that were unanswered last year have 

been answered this year.  The Commissioners decided to take a short break before 

proceeding with the rest of the agenda.      



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 10 of 15 

 



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 11 of 15 

 



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 12 of 15 

 
 

 

PROCLAMATIONS AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Item One: County Counselor Jim Emerson regarding a request to vacate a public street 

in Jewel Center Subdivision in the Arcadia area.  Mr. Emerson stated that the adjacent 

landowners had requested that this street be vacated.   
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On motion (14-182) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

approve Publication of the Notice of Intent to Vacate a Public Street with the Hearing to 

be held on August 19, 2014, at the Crawford County Courthouse. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Kmiec and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two: Commissioner Wood wanted to discuss how the other Commissioners felt 

about this proposal for the Technical Center.  There was a discussion of the funding and 

that it would be just over a half mill in the budget and that this center will go forward. 

Mr. Emerson stated that county funds would help to get the building in place and 

maintained and that continued funding from the county should not be needed.   

 

Item Three:  Commissioner Moody wanted to discuss the intersection of 680th and 240th 

that was discussed earlier in the meeting.  The Commissioners discussed some work and 

signs that would help to make this intersection safer.   

  

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One:  July 29, 2014 – Mr. Mac Young, Community Corrections Administrative 

Director presenting Fiscal Year 2015 Carry Over Reimbursement Budget, Fiscal Year 

2015 Revised Grant Funds Budget and Fiscal Year 2015 Behavioral Health Grant. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

 

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

adjourn the July 22, 2014 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

12:11 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Kmiec and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners: 
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__________________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

<> 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken by DPP 7/22/2014 at 12:11 PM, Amended by DPP 7/23/2014 at 3:58 PM/amended BKW 07/24/2014 2:56 PM 


