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Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2014, FORTY-NINTH MEETING  
 

 
CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                                                              Girard, KS Tuesday, July 15, 2014, 10:00 AM 

 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Bob Kmiec served as the presiding officer.  

 

Commissioners Tom Moody and Carl Wood were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board.  

 

Chairman Kmiec led the pledge of allegiance. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (14-176) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood 

that the consent agenda be approved including: 

1. Approval of the July 11, 2014 minutes of the Board of Commissioners, and 

2. Approval of the accounts payable warrant numbers 550067 to 550316 dated 

July 15, 2014 in the total amount of $284,567.12. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Kmiec and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

 

 SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures: 

 

Motion 14 174 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the July 

8, 2014 minutes 

Motion 14 175 To approve the Lease Purchase Agreement between Crawford County 

Fire District Number Two and Commerce Bank for the purchase of a 

Fire Truck with payments of $1,314.05 over a seven year period 

  

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

            NEW BUSINESS FOR CRAWFORD COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 
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Item One: Miners Hall Museum Foundation Executive Committee discussing funding 

request.  Ms. Linda Roberts, Chair of the Miners Hall Museum Foundation Executive 

Committee, introduced the other members of the committee that were present including  

Mr. Jerry Lomshek, Vice-Chair, Ms. Phyllis Bitner, Secretary  and Mr. B. J. Harris, 

Director of the Crawford County Convention and Visitors Bureau.  Ms. Phyllis Bitner 

discussed the recent programs that have been presented by the museum and the success of 

those programs.  Ms. Bitner stated that the Executive Committee is requesting a quarter 

(.25) of a mill in the county budget to provide base funding for the programs that are 

being provided by the museum.  Ms. Bitner stated that some studies have shown that for 

every dollar invested in local museums and attractions the local economy will see a seven 

dollar return on that investment.  Commissioner Moody was answered that the request 

does not include a breakdown of how the funds will be used but it will be used more as a 

base of funding to help fund the general operating expenses of the museum.  Ms. Bitner 

explained that even though the museum has been very successful, they still struggle to 

pay the monthly bills.  Commissioner Kmiec was answered that the Miners Hall Museum 

always encourages visitors to attend the other local museums and there was a discussion 

of a local directory of museums that is being developed.  B.J. Harris, Convention and 

Visitor’s Bureau Director, discussed the importance of all local attractions and facilities 

in making Crawford County a destination for visitors.  Commissioner Kmiec was 

answered that the CVB has helped with funding a few times in the past but Mr. Harris did 

not feel that CVB funding was a good fit for long term funding for the museum.  The 

Commissioners stated that they would consider this request as they build the county 

budget for 2015.    
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MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

 

Item One:  Mr. Greg Hite, Road & Bridge Shop Manager, regarding some decisions on 

equipment upgrades.  There was a discussion of leasing a breaker attachment for the skid 

loader and mini-excavator for a year at $1,700.  It was discussed that they have had to 

take out some old concrete culverts with county equipment and it is hard on the excavator 

to try to break up this concrete.  The Commissioners discussed the usage of the skid steer 

and mini-excavator over the last year. It was decided to lease the mini-excavator for 

another year and to lease a breaker attachment for one year at $1,700.  The 

Commissioners decided to continue to lease the same skid loader for another year.  There 
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was a discussion of the deck on the boom mower and that it should be replaced right 

away.  Mr. Hite also discussed maintenance of radios in the equipment and the 

Commissioners decided to just purchase a new radio that is needed right now. There was 

a discussion of some old pieces of equipment that need to be sold and possibly replaced.   

 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

 

Item One: Mr. Scott Thompson, Class LTD President/CEO presenting Class LTD 

Budget.  Mr. Thompson discussed that their organization relies on funding from the 

counties where their clients are receiving services.  Mr. Thompson stated that funding 

from the county and the number of clients has remained constant over the last few years 

but they feel that they may have some more demand for services in the coming year.  Mr. 

Thompson stated that these funds are often used to provide match funding for state and 

federal grant funds and that they currently serve 109 individuals in the county and they 

feel that number could grow in the next year. Mr. Thompson mentioned that LTD 

employs 39 people in Crawford County and that a few other county residents are 

employed at their headquarters in Columbus.  Commissioner Moody was answered that 

the waiting list for services is a list that the state maintains for individuals that have been 

approved for services but the state has not approved Medicaid funding for their services 

and that list is not shared with agencies that provide services.  It was discussed that some 

individuals are on the waiting list for several years and that is very upsetting. 

Commissioner Wood mentioned that they should reach out to the Project 17 group.  The 

Commissioners thanked them for their request. 
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PROCLAMATIONS AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Item One:  County Clerk Don Pyle wanted to make sure that all the Commissioners had 

received an invitation to the City/County Officials Luncheon to be held at the Frontenac 

Senior Citizens Building at 11:30 AM on October 14, 2014. 
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Item Two:  Commissioner Moody regarding the Convention and Visitor’s Bureau budget 

request for 2015.  It was discussed that it was included in the budget requests and that it 

increased from $185,000 in 2014 to $348,000 in 2015.  The Commissioners thought that 

some of that increase could be used for the Miner’s Hall Museum.  It was discussed that 

part of this increase was $60,000 for the PSU Event Center and that they had added a full 

time marketing position with the approval of the CVB Board.  Commissioner Moody 

asked that Mr. Harris come to the Commission Meeting on July 22nd or 25th.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

Item One:  County Clerk Don Pyle requested an Executive Session to discuss personnel 

matters involving non-elected personnel.   

 

Item Two:    Commissioner Kmiec stated that the Kansas Water Office presentation in 

Fort Scott on July 11 was very good and that they presented some of the data they have 

collected but they still have a lot of work to do in preparing a 50 Year Water Plan. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Item One: County Clerk Don Pyle requesting an Executive Session to discuss personnel 

issues that involve non-elected personnel. 

 

On motion (14-177) of Commissioner Kmiec and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 10 minutes to discuss personnel matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to 

include the Board of County Commissioners, County Clerk Don Pyle and County 

Counselor Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Kmiec, Moody and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:09 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:19 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One:  July 22, 2014, 10:00 AM – Presentation regarding the Crawford County 

Technical School.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

 

Item One: Adjournment 
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On the motion of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

adjourn the July 15, 2014 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

11:21 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Kmiec and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners: 

 

 

__________________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

 

<> 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken by DPP 7/15/2014 at 11:21 AM, Amended by DPP 7/17/2014 at 12:04 PM/amended BKW 07/17/2014 3:24 PM 


