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 Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2015, FORTY-NINTH MEETING 
 

 
 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                                                                                       Girard, KS Friday, July 10, 2015, 10:00 AM 

 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Carl Wood served as the presiding officer.   

 

Commissioners Tom Moody and Jeff Murphy were in attendance.   

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board.  

 

Chairman Wood led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (15-194) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the July 7, 2015 minutes of the Board of Commissioners, and 

2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers.  

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

  

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures: 

 

Motion 15 192 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the June 

30, 2015 minutes 

Motion 15 193 To approve the June 2015 Clerk’s Report 

  

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

CRAWFORD COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

 

Item One: Mr. B.J. Harris, Executive Director, Convention and Visitor’s Bureau 

regarding museum funding.  Mr. Harris gave the Commissioners a copy of the revised 
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Crawford County Museum Proposal.  Mr. Harris discussed the changes from the original 

proposal and the increase in the funding amounts for the museums from the Crawford 

County Convention and Visitors Bureau.  It was discussed that the applicants do not have 

to meet the requirements but must submit a written proposal outlining their plan to meet 

their requirements.  Mr. Harris also stated that the CVB portion of the grant funding 

could be available for the museums to apply for this year.  Commissioner Wood was 

concerned that the additional funding could make the museums not look for other funding 

as aggressively and it was discussed that when the Commissioners review their financial 

statements each year it would be good to try to judge if they are making progress on 

becoming independent.  Commissioner Moody was answered that the Miners Hall 

Museum estimates that they need at least $2,000 per month to operate even with the large 

amount of volunteer help that they enjoy. Mr. Harris stated that the CVB will have a firm 

perform a study to identify the reasons that visitors are coming to Crawford County so 

that we can identify our tourism strengths.  Mr. Harris stated that the CVB Advisory 

Board hopes that the Board of Commissioners will accept the proposal as presented and 

will start to accept applications for these funds for the next funding year.  Commissioner 

Murphy stated that he was pleased with the changes to this proposal and that he felt that 

this is a good proposal to provide some operations funding for museums in the county.  

The Commissioners thanked Mr. Harris for his work on this issue and Mr. Harris thanked 

the Commissioners for their leadership on this project. 
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On motion (15-195) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Moody 

to approve the Crawford County Museum Proposal as presented. 

Yeas: Commissioners Wood, Moody and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
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MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

 

Item One: Mr. Dan Peak reviewing a traffic survey that he recently performed at the 

intersection of 650th and 230th Street in Crawford County.  Mr. Peak stated that he felt the 

speed limit on these roads is adequate from the observance of his staff. Mr. Peak stated 

that his staff had also spoken with others in that neighborhood and they did not complain 

of unsafe traffic situations and he did not recommend any changes in the speed limit and 

that his patrol units would monitor that intersection more closely.  Commissioner Moody 

also stated that the flags on the stop signs had already been installed that would draw 

more attention to the stop signs.  Sheriff Peak stated that the individual that made these 

complaints had never spoken with anyone in his department about her concerns and that 

the Commissioners should ask people to call the Sheriff with these concerns.  

 

Mr. Peak also performed a traffic survey on 190th Street from 520th Avenue south to US 

400 Highway.  Mr. Peak stated that the current speed limit is not posted and that it is 55 

mph and that this is a blacktop surface road.  Mr. Peak stated that with the homes in this 

area he would recommend that the speed be lowered to 45 mph.  The Commissioners felt 

that this was reasonable.  Commissioner Wood reminded the Sheriff of another road that 

they had requested the Sheriff to review.  
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Item Two: Mr. Dan Peak, Crawford County Sheriff regarding vehicle financing.  Mr. 

Peak gave the Commissioners a report of the bids received on vehicles that the Sheriff is 

putting out for bid this year.  Mr. Peak discussed the bid sheet which showed that 

Pittsburg Ford had the low bid for 2 Utility Vehicles and that Jay Hatfield had the low bid 

for 2 Crew Cab Trucks.  Mr. Peak stated that the Commissioners were welcome to look at 

the three trucks that he has identified as trade-ins to see if they would like to purchase 

them for the Road & Bridge Dept.  Mr. Peak requested that the Commissioners allow the 
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County Counselor to seek financing for the purchase of these vehicles.  Mr. Peak stated 

that these trucks were used for patrol and they have had some rough treatment and have 

higher mileage than the last truck that they purchased from the Sheriff Dept. 

Commissioner Wood was answered that a few years ago the Sheriff had purchased 4 

vehicles and that the number in his fleet will not increase.  The Commissioners asked the 

County Counselor to pursue financing for the Sheriff. 

 

 
 



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 7 of 18 

Mr. Peak also requested an Executive Session to discuss Personnel Matters involving 

Non-Elected Personnel.   

 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

PROCLAMATIONS AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Item One: Mr. Don Pyle, County Clerk, regarding the insurance coverage on the 

buildings and property at the Crawford County Museum site on the Pittsburg Bypass.  

Mr. Pyle gave the Commissioners a copy of the Evidence of Property Insurance form 

from Ryan Insurance and discussed that they were investigating additional coverage for 

the main building and contents with another company.  The Commissioners questioned 

the need to carry coverage on the smaller buildings for $5,000 with a deductible of 

$5,000 and the Commissioners asked to check on this coverage. There was a discussion 

of the coverage for the museum artifacts and that it is not available under the current 

county policy but Ryan Insurance Agency is checking on some other possibilities.  There 

was also a discussion of promoting the meeting to discuss the future of the Crawford 

County Museum with interested groups and individuals.   

 



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 8 of 18 



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 9 of 18 

 
 

 

Item Two: Mr. Jim Emerson, County Counselor presenting Kansas Housing Resource 

Corporation Emergency Solutions Grant (EGS) Recipient Request for Reimbursement 

and Financial Status Report.  Mr. Emerson stated that this would be the final drawdown 

for this fiscal year. 

 



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 10 of 18 

 



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 11 of 18 



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 12 of 18 



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 13 of 18 

 
On motion (15-196) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

approve the Kansas Housing Resource Corporation Emergency Solutions Grant (EGS) 

Recipient Request for Reimbursement and Financial Status Report in the amount of 

$3,533.00 and Authorize the Chairman to Sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Wood, Moody and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  
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The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Three:  Mr. Jim Emerson, County Counselor presenting Resolution #2015-021, a 

resolution Changing the Speed Limit on 196th Street Located North of 550th Avenue 

(K126 Highway) Crawford County, Kansas.  Mr. Emerson stated that this was based on a 

traffic study conducted by the County Sheriff and that they recommended lowering the 

speed limit on this road.  Commissioner Murphy stated that he had been on this road and 

that it very narrow with some curves and that he agrees that the speed limit should be 

lowered for safety reasons. 
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On motion (15-197) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Moody 

to adopt Resolution #2015-021, a resolution Changing the Speed Limit on 196th Street 

Located North of 550th Avenue (K126 Highway) Crawford County, Kansas. 

Yeas: Commissioners Wood, Moody and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
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UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

Item One:    Commissioner Wood regarding the operation of the road reclaimer on 540th 

either today or Monday and that the tractor and mower would be here next week. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Item One:  Sheriff Dan Peak requested an executive session to discuss Personnel Issues 

involving Non-Elected Personnel. 

 

On motion (15-198) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss Personnel Issues Related to Non-Elected Personnel and to 

include the Board of County Commissioners, Sheriff Dan Peak and County Counselor 

Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:01 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:16 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS    

       

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One:  July 14, 2015, 8:00 AM – Work Session for signing of bills. 

 

Item Two:  July 14, 2015, 9:00 AM – Work Session on the proposed revisions to the 

Crawford County Employee Policy Manual. 

 

Item Three:  July 14, 2015 – Mr. Troy Graham, Zoning Administrator, presenting a 

Motion of Recommendation for a Conditional Use. 

 

Item Four:  July 17, 2015 – Ms. Erica Wilson, Business Manager, Pawprints on the 

Heartland addressing the T & R Program. 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Item One: Adjournment 
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On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy to 

adjourn the July 10, 2015 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

11:17 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners: 

 

 

__________________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

 

<> 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken by DPP 07/10/2015 at 11:17 AM, Amended by DPP 07/12/2015 at 12:12 PM/amended BKW 07/13/2015 3:08 PM 


