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Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2015, EIGHTH MEETING  
 

 
CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                                                                                   Girard, KS Friday, January 30, 2015, 10:00 AM 

 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Carl Wood served as the presiding officer.   

 

Commissioners Tom Moody and Jeff Murphy were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board.  

 

Chairman Wood led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

On motion (15-035) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the January 27, 2015 minutes of the Board of Commissioners, 

and 

2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

  

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures: 

 

Motion 15 29 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the 

January 23, 2015 minutes 

Motion 15 30 To approve the Crawford County Annual Noxious Weed Management 

Plan for 2015 as presented by Crawford County Noxious Weed 

Director Ed Fields 

Motion 15 31 To approve the 2014 Annual Noxious Weed Eradication Progress 

Report as presented by Crawford County Noxious Weed Director Ed 

Fields 

Motion 15 32 To approve the mailing of bid packets for gas cylinders used by 

Crawford County 
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Motion 15 33 To accept the low bid from Welborn Sales, Inc, for metal culverts in 

the amount of $65,624 

Motion 15 34 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 30 minutes to discuss personnel matters 

involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners, County Emergency Management Director Eldon 

Bedene and County Counselor Jim Emerson 

  

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

 

Item One: Mr. Dennis Meiers of Triad Environmental Services regarding the 2015 Rock 

Bids for Crawford County.  Mr. Meiers discussed that the program of obtaining bids for 

rock purchases over the last several years has produced significant savings for the county.  

Mr. Meiers gave the Commissioners his recommendations for purchases of rock for the 

current year.  There was a discussion of the method used to evaluate the rock bids based 

on the mileage to the center of each quadrant so that the cost of the county of hauling 

rock from each quarry is averaged for the entire quadrant.   
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On motion (15-036) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to accept the recommendations for 2015 rock purchases for Crawford County as 

presented by Dennis Meier of Triad Environmental Services.. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed.   

 

Item Two: Mr. Randy Chiartano, Road & Bridge Asphalt Foreman, regarding some free 

training on Chip and Seal work being offered by Van Keppel.  The Commissioners all 

thought that it would be good to take the Chip and Seal crew to this training.   

 

Mr. Chiartano also wanted to ask the Commissioners for authorization to construct the 

stands to hold the dump truck spreader boxes.  Mr. Chiartano stated that he had talked 

with KDOT employees and they could not locate any plans or drawings for the stands 

that they have constructed.  Commissioner Murphy was answered that the materials that 

the county will use will be at least as strong as the materials used by KDOT.  It was also 

decided to have Mike Peak, Sign Dept. Manager, look at the work on these stands. 

 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

 

Item One:  Mr. Dennis Arnold, Executive Director and Ms. Susan Galemore, Planning & 

Development Consultant, Southeast Kansas Regional Planning Commission giving a 
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Power Point presentation.  Mr. Arnold discussed the history of the Regional Planning 

Commission and that they were originally created to help regions fulfill the needs of 

federal legislation and were funded through federal money that dried up in the early 

eighties.  Ms. Galemore gave a brief slideshow to help explain the role of the Planning 

Commission and the services that it provides to the member counties.  Mr. Arnold also 

discussed many of the grants that have been written for local businesses and entities. 

There was a discussion of the CDBG program and some of its requirements.  

 

Commissioner Wood stated that he had not been impressed with the results that have 

been received by some of the projects that Crawford County has pursued. There was a 

discussion of the grants that have been written by the SEKRPC that have benefitted cities 

in Crawford County and that the county needs to be a member so that the cities can also 

be members for $50 per year.  Mr. Arnold stated that they are often working with cities 

on grant applications and that the County Commission is not aware of these grant 

applications.  Mr. Arnold stated that he would come back to see the Commissioners in 

April or May after the CDBG funding announcements have been made.  There was a 

discussion of the importance of communication with local government.  It was decided 

that the county would invite other organizations to come when they return.   

 

PROCLAMATIONS AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Item One:  Commissioner Jeff Murphy regarding a meeting that he and Randy Chiartano 

attended with officials from the City of Girard, KDOT and PEC Engineering Consultants.  

Mr. Murphy stated that this project would almost completely close down the intersection 

of Highways 47 and 7 during some of the reconstruction project.  There was a discussion 

of how KDOT would try to reroute truck traffic but that there would also be some local 

residents that use county roads for avoiding this intersection.  The Commissioners felt 

that KDOT would need to help the county on maintenance of county roads.   

 

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

Item One:  County Clerk Don Pyle regarding the amounts to be distributed to local 

organizations from the Historical, Elderly and Special Parks & Recreation Funds.  The 

Commissioners decided to review this at the next meeting and to contact B.J. Harris 

about any further discussions that might have taken place on the Historical Funds.   

 

Item Two:  County Counselor Jim Emerson regarding the Kansas County Government 

Day program in Topeka on February 4, 2015.  Mr. Emerson stated that a meeting had 

been arranged with the county lobbyist from Capitol Strategies at 2:30 PM in their office 

in Topeka.   

 

Item Three:  Commissioner Tom Moody regarding a strange comment from a Pittsburg 

City Commissioner.  Mr. Moody saw a quote from a Pittsburg City Commissioner in the 

Joplin Globe newspaper that he did not understand.  The Commissioners also commented 

on the excellent information being received from Capitol Strategies.   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

EXECUTIVE SESSION 



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 10 of 10 

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

FUTURE BUSINESS 

 

Item One:  February 3, 2015, – Greg Hite, County Maintenance Foreman, will review 

surplus and outdated equipment list. 

 

Item Two:  February 6, 2015, 9:00 AM – Work Session with representatives from 

Diamond Mowers, New Holland and county employees to discuss the county mowers. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Item One:  February 4, 2015 – Kansas Association of Counties Legislative Reception in 

Topeka. All three in Commissioners may be in attendance. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

 

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

adjourn the January 30, 2015 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners 

at 11:27 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners: 

 

__________________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

<> 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken by DPP 1/30/15 at 11:27 AM, Amended by DPP 2/2/2015 at 4:21 PM/amended BKW 02/03/2015 7:10:47 AM 


