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Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2015, SEVENTH MEETING  
 

 
CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                                                                             Girard, KS Tuesday, January 27, 2015, 10:00 AM 

 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Carl Wood served as the presiding officer.   

 

Commissioners Tom Moody and Jeff Murphy were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board.  

 

Chairman Wood led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (15-029) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the January 23, 2015 minutes of the Board of Commissioners. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

  

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures: 

 

Motion 15 28 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the 

January 20, 2015 minutes  

  

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

 

Item One: Mr. Ed Fields, Noxious Weed Director presenting Annual Noxious Weed 

Report.  Mr. Fields discussed the report that was submitted to the Commissioners and he 

also discussed some of the requirements that the state has for noxious weed control.  Mr. 

Fields stated that he tries to stay from the chemicals that are restricted by the state so that 
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his office avoids the additional paperwork and possible fines that come with usage of the 

restricted chemicals.  Commissioner Moody was answered that the chemical purchase 

and equipment rental program that his department manages is still growing but it has 

started to level out.  It was discussed that this program helps taxpayers take care of the 

smaller jobs and that the education he provides has helped the commercial applicators to 

have more business than ever as the public understands the value of controlling noxious 

weeds.  Mr. Fields thanked the Commissioners for the continued support of his programs 

and acknowledged that the expansion of his programs will continue over time. 

 

On motion (15-030) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to approve the Crawford County Annual Noxious Weed Management Plan for 2015 as 

presented by Crawford County Noxious Weed Director Ed Fields. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

On motion (15-031) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to approve the 2014 Annual Noxious Weed Eradication Progress Report as presented by 

Crawford County Noxious Weed Director Ed Fields. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two:  Ms. Liz Hart, Road & Bridge Manager, regarding a bid sheet for gas 

cylinders.  The Commissioners reviewed the bid sheets that were developed by Ms. Hart 

and wanted to go ahead and send those out with bid information.  

 

On motion (15-032) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve the mailing of bid packets for gas cylinders used by Crawford County. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Three:  Ms. Liz Hart, Road & Bridge Manager, regarding bids received for culverts 

from area vendors.  Ms. Hart had 3 bids for metal culverts and 1 bid for plastic culverts.  
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On motion (15-033) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to accept the low bid from Welborn Sales, Inc, for metal culverts in the amount of 

$65,624. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
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Item Three:  Ms. Liz Hart, Road & Bridge Manager, regarding reimbursement of 

$24,000 to Crawford County from KDOT for expenses incurred due to the maintenance 

of some roads used as Unofficial Detours during the construction of bridges during 2014.  

The Commissioners decided to deposit the funds into the Equipment Reserve account.  

 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

PROCLAMATIONS AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Item One:  County Counselor Jim Emerson regarding an email from the Kansas Lottery 

that emphasized that the Casino Manager Applications for the Southeast Kansas Gaming 

Zone must be received by 11:00 AM on January 30, 2015.  There was a discussion of 

some of the possible applicants in the SEK Gaming Zone and the schedule for the steps 

that the applications will go through.   
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Item Two:  Commissioner Murphy stated that he had toured some of the roads in the 

county and he had some concerns about the condition of the Freeto Building used as a 

Road & Bridge Shop.  Commissioner Wood mentioned that he had some plans to work 

on that facility 

 

Item Three:  Commissioner Wood regarding a request from some of the rural fire 

departments to look at passing a burn ban for Crawford County.  Mr. Wood stated that 

the fire departments had indicated that they have had a lot of fires in the county that have 
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gotten out of control and that if conditions do not improve in the near future, they will ask 

that the Commissioners pass a Ban on Open Burning for Crawford County.  

 

Item Four:  Commissioner Wood regarding some First Aid and CPR classes to be 

offered by the county and taught by Ken Yoakum of the Crawford County EMS Dept.  

Mr. Wood stated that the courses will be offered on the third Friday of each month 

beginning in February.  It was discussed that Charli Stroud, Human Resources Director, 

and Mr. Yoakum will get information about the classes out to the employees.  

 

Item Five:  Commissioner Wood regarding the progress being made on the construction 

of a bridge just southeast of Pittsburg.  Mr. Wood stated that he had received several 

complaints about the progress being made on this bridge and he is going to find out why 

there has not been any additional work done when the weather has been so good. 

 

Item Six:  Commissioner Wood regarding a possible combined bid packet with the City 

of Pittsburg for asphalt to be used in the summer of 2015.  It was discussed that County 

Counselor Jim Emerson and Commissioner Wood will continue to work with the City of 

Pittsburg and will bring the bid packet materials back for the Commissioners to review.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

Item One:  County Counselor Jim Emerson regarding the Kansas Association of 

Counties Legislative Reception that is scheduled for February 4, 2015, in Topeka. 

 

Item Two:  Commissioner Wood regarding the representatives from Diamond Mowers 

that will visit the county to look at the mower units that were purchased last year.  Mr. 

Wood stated that they will be here next week for a couple of days to evaluate the mowers 

and to work with our operators to make sure that they understand how to operate this 

equipment.  Mr. Wood stated that those people will then come back to discuss their 

findings with the Commissioners and the equipment dealer.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Item One: Commissioner Wood requesting an Executive Session to discuss personnel 

issues that involve non-elected personnel. 

 

On motion (15-034) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 30 minutes to discuss personnel matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to 

include the Board of County Commissioners, County Emergency Management Director 

Eldon Bedene and County Counselor Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
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The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:22 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:42 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

FUTURE BUSINESS 

 

Item One:  January 30, 2015, 9:00 AM – Work Session with Representatives of Triad 

Environmental Services and RDD Real Estate Holdings on the Old County Landfill. 

 

Item Two:  February 3, 2015, – Greg Hite, County Maintenance Foreman, will review 

surplus and outdated equipment list. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

 

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

adjourn the January 27, 2015 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners 

at 11:45 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners: 

 

__________________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

<> 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken by DPP 1/27/15 at 11:45 AM, Amended by DPP 1/27/15 at 4:05 PM/amended BKW 01/29/2015 1:43 PM 


