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Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2015, EIGHTY-NINTH MEETING 
 

 
 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                                                                                  Girard, KS Friday, December 4, 2015, 10:00 AM    
 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Carl Wood served as the presiding officer.   

 

Commissioners Tom Moody and Jeff Murphy were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board.  

 

Chairman Wood led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (15-352) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the December 1, 2015 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners, and 

2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

  

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures: 

 

Motion 15 348 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the 

November 24, 2015 minutes 

Motion 15 349 To approve the Tax Roll Correction, correcting an error in the 

assessing of personal property owned by Christopher R & Kristy A 

Terlip and to request a refund in the amount of $1,068.24 and to abate 

this amount from the 2014 tax rolls and authorize the Chairman to sign 

Motion 15 350 To approve the November 2015 Clerk’s Report 

Motion 15 351 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss personnel matters 

involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners and County Shop Foreman Greg Hite 
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UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

CRAWFORD COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

 MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

 

Item One: Mr. Joey Adams, Retiring EMS Director, and Mr. Randy Samberg, newly 

appointed EMS Director, regarding a bid on services from Craw-Kan to update the 

website for Crawford County EMS.  Mr. Adams explained that the website is very old 

and that he asked Craw-Kan to give them a quote on the cost to update the website.  It 

was discussed that there is a link on the Crawford County website to the EMS website 

and that there are other charges on the quote for a $45 monthly maintenance fee and some 

email accounts.  It was discussed that the IT Dept. is very busy with the redevelopment of 

the county website. 

 

Commissioner Wood asked if Mr. Adams wanted to open the bids for the Sprinter 

Ambulances at the Commission meeting on Tuesday and it was agreed to.  There was 

also a discussion of the computers that were purchased to link the Zoll Heart Monitor 

software with the New World software that is being purchased for the 911 system.  It was 

also discussed that the Commissioners should approve a new county credit card for the 

newly hired Director for the EMS Dept., Randy Sandberg.  

 

On motion (15-353) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve the Bid for Updating the Crawford County Emergency Medical Services website 

as provided by Craw-Kan. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

On motion (15-354) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

authorize a Crawford County Credit Card for Crawford County Emergency Medical 

Services Director, Randy Sandberg, with a credit card limit of $2,500 and a second card 

with a credit card limit of $500. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two: Mr. Eldon Bedene, Emergency Management Director, regarding the 2015 

application for EMPG Grant.  Mr. Bedene stated that they had completed the grant 

application and that it would need to be approved and signed by the Commissioners.  

There was a discussion of the expenses that are allowed and that are not allowed to be 

paid by this grant.   
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On motion (15-355) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve the FY2015 EMPG Application for Emergency Management Operations Funds 

and Authorize the Chairman to Sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  
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The motion prevailed. 

 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

Item One:  Mr. Harvey Newlin, Hall Brothers, with a presentation on new technology 

for roads.  Mr. Newlin gave the Commissioners some information on their products that 

are applied as a slurry to the roads by their crew as an alternative to chip & seal coating.  

Mr. Newlin stated that they have used their products in Sedgwick and Dickinson counties 

in Kansas.  There was a discussion of the durability of the road with this coating on the 

surface.  Mr. Newlin showed the Commissioners a lot of pictures of projects and he 

discussed some of the projects that they have coated over the past 4 years and how those 

projects are holding up.  Mr. Newlin let the Commissioners see some samples of products 

and he said he would contact them through the county clerk.  
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Item Two:  Mr. Chuck Clinton regarding being able to run dump trucks that are empty 

across the 11 ton bridge on Quincy Street just east of Pittsburg.  Mr. Clinton stated that 

his truck would weigh less than 11 ton when empty and he felt that he should be able to 

run across that bridge when his truck is empty.  There was a discussion that all the 



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 19 of 24 

projects going on in Pittsburg are costing more to complete because of the additional 

miles that these trucks are driving for each of their loads.   

 

Item Three:  Mr. Bill Brady, Capitol Strategies, regarding a proposal for services for the 

2015 legislative session.  Mr. Brady invited the Commissioners to their Welcome Back 

Reception on January 10, 2016, and there was a discussion of some of the legislative 

receptions being hosted by the Kansas Association of Counties and SEK, Inc.  Mr. Brady 

also discussed the state budget issues and how their revenues are looking.  There was a 

discussion of some of the issues that will need to be addressed during this session.  It was 

also discussed that the local property tax lid will be addressed but both sides of that issue 

will be working hard.  Commissioner Murphy mentioned that he might have Mr. Brady 

schedule some times when he could meet with state officials to discuss the increase in 

value that will be affecting agricultural property.  Mr. Brady stated that they could start 

with their base contract and if the Commissioners want additional services, those could 

be discussed at the time they are requested. It was decided that Mr. Brady could 

communicate with Mr. Emerson about a base contract with option for additional services. 
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MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

PROCLAMATIONS AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Item One:  County Clerk Don Pyle regarding the information received from Cliff Sperry 

on the number of individuals that are being served in Crawford County by organizations 

that work with individuals with intellectual disabilities.  The Commissioners asked Mr. 

Pyle to get representatives for all of the entities to a Commission meeting to discuss this. 
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Item Two: County Clerk Don Pyle regarding the cancellation of Unclaimed Accounts 

Payable Checks.   Mr. Pyle presented a list of old checks that need to be cancelled and the 

funds deposited back into the accounts they were taken from when the check was issued. 
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On motion (15-356) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

approve the Cancellation of Unclaimed Accounts Payable Checks from 2013 and 2014. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
 

Item Three:  Commissioner Moody regarding the possibility of filing a lawsuit to 

recover lost revenues from Cherokee County due to the lawsuit filed in regards to the 

award of the state casino contract.  Commissioner Wood stated that he would like to see 

the 1% of revenues that should go to Cherokee County be used to repay Crawford County 

and Pittsburg for their lost revenues. The Commissioners asked Mr. Emerson to look into 

the possibility of filing a lawsuit in this case and ask the City of Pittsburg if they would 

like to join the county in pursuit of this. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

Item One:  County Counselor Jim Emerson regarding some changes to the proposed 

Personnel Policy.  Mr. Emerson stated that he had made some changes after the meeting 

with elected officials and he would like for the Commissioners to review the changes. 

 

Item Two:  Commissioner Murphy regarding the proposed organization of a steering 

committee for a countywide economic development initiative.  The other Commissioners 

felt that the proposal and the ad for the paper looked good and they told Commissioner 

Murphy to move forward with this.  Commissioner Wood hoped to see individuals that 

are not already on other groups or committees in the community.  Mr. Murphy stated that 

he would attend city council meetings to discuss and support this proposal. 

 

Item Three:  Commissioner Wood asked if there might be a way to halt any other raises 

in the county until this program is approved.  Mr. Emerson stated that he would do some 

research into this and let Commissioner Wood know what he finds out.  It was discussed 

that it would be good to see how this system works. 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Item One:  Commissioner Murphy requested an executive session to discuss personnel 

issues that involve non-elected personnel.   

 

On motion (15-357) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Moody 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 5 minutes to discuss personnel matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to 

include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 12:02 PM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 12:07 PM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

  

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

       FUTURE BUSINESS:  

 

Item One: December 8, 2015 – 9:00 AM Work Session with Mr. Jim A Harms from 

EMC Insurance regarding Return-to-Work Program. 

 

       ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Item One: December 9, 2015 – 8:00 am Safety Meeting for Road and Bridge Employees 

at the Crawford County Extension Office. 

  

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy to 

adjourn the December 4, 2015 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners 

at 12:07 PM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 
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__________________________ 

Don Pyle 
Crawford County Clerk 

 

<> 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken by DPP 12/04/15 at 12:07 PM, Amended by DPP 12/07/2015 at 3:45 PM 


