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Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2014, EIGHTY-NINTH MEETING  
 

 
 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                                                                             Girard, KS Tuesday, December 16, 2014, 10:00 AM 

 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Bob Kmiec served as the presiding officer.  

  

Commissioners Tom Moody and Carl Wood were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board.  

 

Chairman Kmiec led the pledge of allegiance. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

On motion (14-305) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the December 12, 2014 minutes of the Board of Commissioners. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Kmiec and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved. 

  

 SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures: 

 

Motion 14 302 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the 

December 9, 2014 minutes and Approval of the accounts payable 

warrant numbers 553690 to 553915 dated December 12, 2014 in the 

total amount of $231,874.98 

Motion 14 303 To make it known that the board hereby issues a license to “sell at 

retail”, cereal malt beverages from the place of business as shown in 

the application 2015 Cereal Malt Beverage License APPLICANT: 

Larry Zerngast “Chicken Mary’s” PREMISES: 1133 E 600th Ave, 

Pittsburg, KS (For consumption on the premises) 

Motion 14 304 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 30 minutes to discuss personnel matters 

involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 
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Commissioners 

  

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

            NEW BUSINESS FOR CRAWFORD COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

Item One:  Ms. Heather Morgan, Executive Director Project 17, addressing updates and 

upcoming events.  Ms. Morgan distributed information on the Project 17 issues that are 

being studied.  She discussed the issues that the Project 17 area must overcome in order 

to be competitive with other areas in the state and region.  Ms. Morgan discussed the 

changes in the structure of this organization that were made so that the organization can 

be more effective.  Ms. Morgan discussed the Circles USA Program that is designed to 

help families find their way out of the cycle of poverty that seems to plague some 

families for generations.  There was a discussion of the reforms that could be made to the 

welfare and assistance programs in order to provide incentives for recipients to make 

more at their jobs.   

 

Ms. Morgan discussed some of the initiatives in the area that encourage innovation, 

entrepreneurship and training of the work force.  Commissioner Wood was answered that 

there are no plans to move control of welfare programs back to the local level and that the 

legislature does not often get into problems that are so complicated. There was a good 

discussion of ways to address some of the problems with the current public assistance 

programs.  There was also a discussion of the employment opportunities currently 

available in the area and the job skills that will be needed in the future. 

 
 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

PROCLAMATIONS AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 
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NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Item One:  County Clerk Don Pyle presenting an application for a 2015 Cereal Malt 

Beverage License for C & B Investments, Inc. “Chicken Annie’s Girard” to allow them 

to sell cereal malt beverages for consumption on the premises. Mr. Pyle stated that 

notices have been sent to the Sheriff, Zoning Administrator, County Attorney and the 

Township Clerk and that they had been given 10 days to respond and that no responses 

had been received. 

 



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 4 of 18 

 
 

On motion (14-306) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

make it known that the matter of issuing a license to the applicant(s) listed below was 

discussed and considered by the Board, and there being no objection filed as provided by 

law and the Board knowing of no reason why a license should not be issued, the board 

hereby issues a license to “sell at retail”, cereal malt beverages in broken case lots from 

the place of business as shown in the application as designated and described on the 

application as herein before set out, and that the County Clerk be hereby authorized and 

directed to execute the proper license which shall be signed by the Chairman of the Board 

of County Commissioners and the County Clerk of Crawford County, Kansas. 
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2015 Cereal Malt Beverage License 

 

APPLICANT: C & B Investments, Inc. “Chicken Annie’s Girard” 

PREMISES: 498 E 47 Hwy, Girard KS 

 (For consumption on the premises)  

 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Kmiec and Wood 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two:  County Counselor Jim Emerson regarding a contract between Crawford 

County and KDOT for the construction of a bridge located 9.5 miles south and .7 miles 

east of Walnut in Crawford County.  It was discussed that this bridge would be paid for 

80% by KDOT and 20% with county funds. 
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On motion (14-307) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

approve the contract between Crawford County, Kansas, Michael S. King, Secretary of 

Transportation and the Kansas Department of Transportation regarding Project No. 19C-

4727-01, Kansas Local Bridge Improvement Program. 

Yeas: Commissioners Kmiec, Moody and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Three:  Commissioner Carl Wood regarding traffic on 250th Street in southeastern 

Crawford County.  Commissioner Wood asked that County Counselor Jim Emerson draw 

up a resolution in regards to truck traffic on this road. 
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On motion (14-308) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve changes in regards to truck traffic on 250th Street in Crawford County and to 

have the County Counselor draft a resolution that includes those changes. 

Yeas: Commissioners Kmiec, Moody and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
 

Item Four: Commissioner Wood wanted to know if the note for the Ambulance Building 

could be refinanced and Mr. Emerson stated that he had discussed this with the bank and 

that it could not be refinanced.  Commissioner Wood was also answered that a tax sale 

would be held in January and another later in the year to get the county back on schedule 

with tax sales. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

Item One:  Commissioner Tom Moody regarding a possible 3% Cost of Living Raise for 

County Employees.  Commissioner Carl Wood stated that he would like to target this 

raise for the lower paid employees in the county and he would like to keep the raises 

more uniform.    Commissioner Moody stated that he would like to leave the cost of 

living raises up to the discretion of the Department Heads to make sure that they have 

that money in their budgets for these raises and to try to keep them even.  The 

Commissioners felt that they should review all raises submitted for departments that are 

under their direct supervision.  The Commissioners all agreed that elected officials and 

department heads should be very careful when making these adjustments to pay.   

 

On motion (14-309) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

approve up to a 3% Cost of Living Raise for County Employees at the discretion of 

Elected Officials and Department Heads with raises for departments under the 

supervision of the Board of Commissioners to be reviewed by the County 

Commissioners. 

Yeas: Commissioners Kmiec, Moody and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two:  Commissioner Bob Kmiec regarding the establishment of an Early 

Retirement Program for Crawford County Employees.  The Commissioners discussed 

some of the issues surrounding this program and how it would actually be administered.   
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On motion (14-310) of Commissioner Kmiec and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

adopt Resolution Number 2014-032 a Resolution Establishing an Early Retirement 

Program For Crawford County Employees. 

Yeas: Commissioners Kmiec and Moody 

Nays:  Commissioner Wood 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One:  December 19, 2014 – Mr. Dennis Meier, Triad Environmental, opening rock 

bids. 
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Item Two:  December 23, 2014, 10:00 AM – Public Hearing for the Crawford County 

Amended Budget for 2014. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Item One:  December 24, 25 & 26, 2014 – The Courthouse and other county offices will 

close at 2:00 pm on December 24, 2014 and all day on December 25 & 26, 2014 in 

observance of the Christmas Holiday. The Commission Meeting on December 26, 2014 

is cancelled. 

 

Item Two:  December 31, 2014 –The Crawford County Courthouse will close for the 

Annual Cash Audit at 10:00 AM, the Register of Deeds Office will be open until 10:00 

AM but no documents will be recorded and the Motor Vehicle Offices will be closed all 

day. 

 

Item Three:  January 1, 2015 – The Crawford County Courthouse and all County 

Offices will be closed for New Year’s Day. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

 

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Kmiec and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

adjourn the December 16, 2014 meeting of the Board of Crawford County 

Commissioners at 11:02 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with 

open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Kmiec and Wood 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners: 

 

 

__________________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

<> 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken by DPP 12/16/14 at 11:02 AM, Amended by DPP 12/17/14 at 4:34 PM/amended BKW 12/18/2014 3:28 PM 


