
Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 1 of 12 

Commissioners’ Journal 
 
 

2015, THIRTY-FIRST MEETING 
 

 

 
CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                                                                                       Girard, KS Tuesday, April 28, 2015, 10:00AM 

 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Carl Wood served as the presiding officer.   

 

Commissioners Jeff Murphy and Tom Moody were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board.  

 

Chairman Wood led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (15-117) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the April 24, 2015 minutes of the Board of Commissioners 

 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

  

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures: 

 

Motion 15 114 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the April 

17, 2015 minutes 

Motion 15 115 To approve the Application for Juvenile Justice Comprehensive Plan 

State Block Grant Funding in the amount of $326,463.17 for FY 2016 

and Authorize the Chairman to Sign 

Motion 15 116 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss personnel matters 

involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners, County Zoning Director Judy Freeman and County 

Counselor Jim Emerson. 
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UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

CRAWFORD COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

 

Item One: Ms. Janis Goedeke, County Health Dept. Administrator, regarding progress 

on the grant for public health or PHAT Grant. Ms. Goedeke also stated that the 

department is giving immunizations right now.   Commissioner Moody was answered 

that the Health Dept. does see some children that do not have current immunizations.  

Commissioner Wood was answered that they are working with the cities of Girard and 

Pittsburg on the walking trails. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

 

Item One: Mr. Mac Young, Community Corrections Administrative Director presenting 

Fiscal Year 2016 Comprehensive Plan and Behavioral Health Grant Proposal. Mr. Young 

stated that their core programming has not changed for several years and that they are 

expecting to see a small reduction of $24,248 in funding for the next fiscal year.  Mr. 

Young stated that they currently have a 71.9% success rate and that the statewide average 

for the 31 programs around the state is 70.3%.  Mr. Young stated that by statute they are 

required to achieve a 75% success rate and that it is very difficult to achieve this.  Mr. 

Young stated that employment for offenders has always been a struggle and that the 

unemployment rate for offenders in the county is 16.5% while the unemployment rate of 

the population is about 4.2%.  There was a discussion of some of the factors that can 

make it difficult for offenders to find employment.  Mr. Young also stated that the grant 

that is used to employ a counselor to expedite the cases for Community Corrections. 
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On motion (15-118) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to approve the Eleventh Judicial District Community Corrections Comprehensive Plan 

Grant Application for Fiscal Year 2016 and Authorize the Chairman to Sign. 
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Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

On motion (15-119) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to approve the Community Corrections Behavioral Health Budget Summary and Budget 

Narrative for Fiscal Year 2016 and Authorize the Chairman to Sign. 

 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

Item One: Mr. Brad Coots, USD 247 Technology Instructor, introduced two students 

that will discuss how the Technology Student Association placed at the state competition.  

Mr. Bryson Spahn discussed how their teams placed in the state competition and that they 

were allowed to enter more than one team in each of the categories. Mr. Spahn stated that 

they had teams that placed 1st and 2nd in the Video Production category and they placed 

2nd and 6th in the On Demand Video Category.  Mr. Ryan Thomas stated that although he 

will not be able to attend the national competition because of his commitment to the 

National Guard he is very excited to see his fellow students go to the national 

competition in Dallas.  Mr. Thomas stated that they have raised $300 of the $3,000 that 

the team will need to travel to Dallas and that any funds that the Commission could give 

them for this cause would be appreciated.  It was discussed that the Commissioners gave 

this organization $500 in 2014 to help with their travel expenses and that they would 

need to have this donation by the end of June.  The Commissioners felt that they could 

find a place to give $500 to this organization. 
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On motion (15-120) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

Approve a Donation to the Technology Student Association of USD 247 in the amount of 

$500 to help with their travel expenses to their National Competition in Dallas. 

 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
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MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

 

Item One: Mr. Greg Hite, Road & Bridge Maintenance Supervisor, regarding some used 

mowing equipment that he had looked at as a possible backup mowing unit that would be 

available as a spare.  Mr. Hite did not think that either of the mowing units that he looked 

at would be good backups for the county.  Commissioner Wood felt that they should 

continue to look for a good value.  Mr. Hite also gave them a brief update on some 

maintenance items they are working on with Road & Bridge equipment.  

 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

PROCLAMATIONS AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Item One:  County Clerk Don Pyle regarding notices that were received for the 

Commissioners in regards to permit renewals for solid waste facilities in the county.  Mr. 

Pyle stated that the state mails copies of these letters to the county and that he gives 

copies to the Commissioners and to County Sanitarian Bill Towery so that he can review 

it.  The Commissioners looked over the copies of the letters that were recently received.  
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Item Two:  County Clerk Don Pyle regarding a request from Class LTD for a completed 

form that shows the amount of funding that the county has appropriated for support to 

Class LTD in 2015.  There was a discussion of the process that was just completed with 

the groups that provide services to individuals with disabilities in the county.  The  

Commissioner stated that they agreed to give all of the funding for 2015 to Class LTD 

and that the Commissioners would prorate funding to all of the organizations that provide 

services to individuals with disabilities based on criteria such as the number of cases 

being managed by each of the agencies.  

 

Item Three:  County Clerk Don Pyle regarding the information on the Special Round of 

CDBG Funding that is currently taking applications until June 1.  The information shows 

the cities that have already qualified for LMI Funding through the 2010 Census numbers 

and Mr. Pyle stated that he would check with SEKRPC to see if any of the townships in 

the county are already qualified.  Mr. Wood asked that once he gets this information on 

the townships to update this information and get that to the Commissioners.   

 

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 
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Item One:  Commissioner Murphy regarding the purchase of bottled water for the Road 

& Bridge Offices in the county.  Mr. Murphy stated that he had reviewed the bills for the 

rental of water coolers and the purchase of bottled water for some of the offices and that 

the Road & Bridge spent about $1,446 in the last year for these items.  There was a 

discussion of the cost of this water and what offices or facilities had water coolers that are 

rented.  Commissioner Wood mentioned that have a water cooler at the Freeto Building 

since they do not have running water but if he can get a building with running water in it 

he will take the water cooler out of that building.  Commissioner Moody stated that he 

had an employee of another office tell him that he can get a glass of water in a few 

seconds from the cooler in that office but that it would take him several minutes to get 

water if he has to go very far for it.  The Commissioners will talk more  

 

Item Two:  Commissioner Wood regarding the opening of the bridge that was recently 

completed southeast of Pittsburg.  Mr. Wood stated that the area had been striped and that 

some seeding still needs to be done.  It was discussed that there is a punch list of items to 

be completed and that everything needs to be completed before the completion 

paperwork is signed. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Item One: County Counselor Jim Emerson asked for a work session to discuss items that 

could be deemed confidential in the attorney-client relationship. 

 

On motion (15-121) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss Items that could be deemed Priviledged in the Attorney-Client 

Relationship and to include the Board of County Commissioners, County and County 

Counselor Jim Emerson. 

 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:03 PM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:18 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

Item Two: Commissioner Wood asked for a work session to discuss personnel matters 

involving non-elected personnel. 

 

On motion (15-122) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss personnel matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to 

include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson. 

 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 
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Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:19 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:34 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One: May 1, 2015 – Judy Freeman, Zoning Administrator, presenting a Short Plat 

Subdivision. 

 

Item Two: May 1, 2015, 8:00 AM – Work Session to interview candidates for the 

County Zoning Administrator’s Position.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

 

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

adjourn the April 28, 2015 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

11:35 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners: 

 

 

__________________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

 

<> 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken by DPP 4/28/15 at 11:35 AM, Amended by DPP 4/28/15 at 4:50 PM. 


