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Commissioners’ Journal 
 
 

2015, THIRTIETH MEETING 
 

 

 
CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                                                                                         Girard, KS Friday, April 24, 2015, 10:00 AM 

 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Carl Wood served as the presiding officer.   

 

Commissioners Jeff Murphy and Tom Moody were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board.  

 

Chairman Wood led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (15-114) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the April 17, 2015 minutes of the Board of Commissioners, and, 

and 

2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

  

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures: 

 

Motion 15 105 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the April 

13, 2015 minutes of the Board of Commissioners, and Approval of the 

April 13, 2015 minutes of the Board of County Canvassers, and 

Approval of the accounts payable warrant numbers 556242 to 556484 

dated April 15, 2015 in the total amount of $332,710.55 

Motion 15 106 To make it known that the board hereby issues a license to “sell at 

retail”, cereal malt beverages from the place of business as shown in 

the application APPLICANT: Ruby Gibbs, “Hometown Cafe” 

PREMISES: 2 Lake Road, Farlington, KS  66734 2 Licenses(For 

consumption on the premises) AND (For sale in original and unopened 
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containers and not for consumption on the premises) 

Motion 15 107 To approve the Kansas Housing Resource Corporation Emergency 

Solutions Grant Recipient Request for Reimbursement and Financial 

Status Report in the amount of $6,317.00 and authorize the Chairman 

to sign 

Motion 15 108 To start a fund for Federal Exchange Money 

Motion 15 109 To cancel the Regular Session on Tuesday, April 21, 2015 

Motion 15 110 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss personnel matters 

involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson 

Motion 15 111 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 30 minutes to discuss personnel matters 

involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners, Zoning Administrator Judy Freeman  and County 

Counselor Jim Emerson 

Motion 15 112 To adopt Resolution #2015-011, a Resolution amending zoning from 

Agriculture to Rural Residential for the proposed development to be 

known as “Country Meadows” 

Motion 15 113 To adopt Resolution #2015-012, a Resolution to grant the proposed 

development to be known as “Country Meadows” 

  

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

CRAWFORD COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

 

Item One: Mr. Rick Pfeiffer and Ms Angie Hadley, Restorative Justice Authority, 

presenting Fiscal Year 2016 grant.  Ms. Hadley discussed the grant for the upcoming year 

for the Restorative Justice Authority that helps to fund programs that are designed to help 

juvenile offenders or at-risk youth develop strategies to think about consequences before 

they act. Ms. Hadley also discussed some of the many functions that the RJA and JJA 

performs in working to prevent juvenile offenders from reoffending and to help prevent 

at-risk youth from becoming juvenile offenders.  Ms. Hadley stated that grant application 

for the coming year includes an increase of $9,291 for the programs including juvenile 

intake and assessment programs, juvenile intensive supervision probation and case 

management services.  Commissioner Moody was answered that the numbers of juveniles 

in these programs has remained fairly steady over the past few years even though a lot of 

the revenues for the programs is based on the actions of the court system.  Commissioner 

Wood was answered that most of the youth in these programs are between the ages of 10 

to 17 and that all of them are required to obtain a high school diploma or a GED.  It was 

also discussed that these programs keep the youth in the community and avoid the county 

having to pay for detention services.  There was also a discussion that these programs 

were mandated by the state over 20 years ago and that state funding has gradually gone 

away.   
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On motion (15-115) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to Approve the Application for Juvenile Justice Comprehensive Plan State Block Grant 

Funding in the amount of $326,463.17 for FY 2016 and Authorize the Chairman to Sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
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MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

Item One: Bill Brady with Capitol Strategies regarding lobbying services performed so 

far during the legislative session.  Mr. Brady discussed his connections to the SEK area 

and PSU.  Mr. Brady stated that the upcoming legislative wrap-up session still has many 

of the big legislative items to come up for vote.  Mr. Brady stated that there are a few 

revenue items yet to be approved that could play a large role in filling the gap between 

revenues and expenditures for the 2016 budget year.  Mr. Brady discussed the role that 

transfers from KDOT funds have played in shoring up the state budget. Commissioner 

Wood was answered that the KDOT Secretary has stated that if any additional funds are 

taken from KDOT they will have to cut some of the scheduled projects.  There was also a 

discussion of the impact that the Kan-Care and Medicaid programs have on the state 

budget and the impact of bonding for the T-Works program and for KPERS.  

 

Mr. Brady stated that the gaming issue has seen a lot of activity as the process has 

progressed and the local input meetings were held earlier in the week.  Mr. Brady 

mentioned that on May 29 in Topeka all the applicants will make more detailed 

presentations on each of the applications.  Mr. Brady also stated that on June 10 the 

consultants hired by the LGFRB will make their reports and recommendations on the 

SEK Gaming Zone and that on June 26 the Commission is scheduled to meet to discuss 

all of the applications and that a decision is supposed to be made by early July.  There 

was a discussion of the limits on the communication that is allowed with the applicants 

but Mr. Brady felt that the Commissioners are allowed to express their public support for 

the applications. Mr. Brady stated that it would be valuable for the county to have 

representatives at any or all of these upcoming meetings. 

 

Mr. Brady also discussed the bill in the legislature that could significantly impact the 

ability of local government and other agencies to be able to communicate with legislators 

in regards to effects of pending legislation on local government.  There was a discussion 

of the bill that was passed that addressed school funding for the next two years.  Mr. 

Brady also discussed some of the proposed tax increases.  Mr. Brady discussed how 

important it is to keep in close contact with legislators during this time. 
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MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

 

Item One: Dennis Arnold, Executive Director, and Laura Moore, Grant Administrator, 

from SEK Regional Planning Commission presenting update on CDBG Projects in 

Crawford County.  Mr. Arnold stated that he had told the Commissioners that he would 

come back in April to discuss come of the changes in grants and loans that can be applied 

for and the programs that have application periods in the near future.  Mr. Wood had 

some questions regarding programs that could help business that are trying to expand and 

there was a discussion of a few of these programs.  Mr. Arnold stated that all of the grant 

programs are for businesses to apply for funding to expand and that USDA Rural 

Development may have some programs that can be applied for by the county or another 

municipal entity.   

 

Mr. Arnold stated that there is a special round of community grants with about $12 

million in funding for improvements to sidewalks, storm shelters and improvements to 

city owned parks with only a 10% match.  It was discussed that there are grants available 

to set up a micro-loan grant program for the county to make loans to small businesses.  It 

was discussed that all of these grants are for entities that have qualified as areas with 

Low-to Moderate Income.  There was a discussion of the programs for fire and EMS 

vehicles in Low-to Moderate Income areas.  It was discussed that it is hard to qualify an 

area as Low-to Moderate Income through the survey process.  Commissioner Wood had 

some questions about the guidelines on some of the grant and loan programs available for 

economic development.  There was a discussion of how some of these programs work 
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and that they are generally directed at businesses that are expanding.  Commissioner 

Wood asked that they come back later this year to update the Commissioners again.  
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MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

PROCLAMATIONS AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Item One:  Commissioner Murphy regarding a work session with Randy Chiartano to 

discuss work on several roads in his district to see how his plans will work with plans that 

the other Commissioners have for roads in their districts.  Commissioner Wood stated 

that he would like to sit down with the other Commissioners and with Liz Hart to discuss 

the amounts budgeted for asphalt and chip & seal work.  The Commissioners all wanted 

to have a work session with Ms. Hart at 9:00 AM on   .  It was discussed that the $50,000 

that was transferred from Road & Bridge to the Risk Management Fund will need to be 

distributed to some of the expense accounts during the year.  There was a discussion of 

the water that is purchased for the offices in the county.  There was also a discussion of 

the need for phone lines in some offices and that some other offices may not need to have 

a phone line if the employee has a cell phone.   

 

Item Two:  Commissioner Wood regarding some equipment issues that had worked out 

recently.  Mr. Wood stated that he is looking for a good used mowing unit that could be 

used as a backup mower for the Road & Bridge Dept.   Mr. Wood also stated that the 

Road & Bridge crew will be doing some striping work on a road.  There was a discussion 

of some of the mowers that are used and that one unit is shared by the crews from Mr. 

Wood’s and Mr. Moody’s districts.   

 

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Item One: County Counselor Jim Emerson asked for a work session to discuss personnel 

matters involving non-elected personnel. 

 

On motion (15-116) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Moody 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss personnel matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to 

include the Board of County Commissioners, County Zoning Director Judy Freeman and 

County Counselor Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 12:17 PM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 12:32 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FUTURE BUSINESS: 
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Item One: April 28, 2015, 9:00 AM – Work Session with Liz Hart, Road & Bridge 

Director, to discuss the Road & Bridge Budget for Asphalt and Chip & Seal for 2015. 

 

Item Two: April 28, 2015 – Mr. Mac Young, Community Corrections Administrative 

Director presenting Fiscal Year 2016 Comprehensive Plan and Behavioral Health Grant 

Proposal. 

 

Item Three: May 1, 2015 – Judy Freeman, Zoning Administrator, presenting a Short 

Plat Subdivision. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

 

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy to 

adjourn the April 24, 2015 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

12:35 PM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

 

 

 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners: 

 

 

__________________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

<> 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken by DPP 4/24/15 at 12:35 PM, Amended by DPP 4/27/15 at 3:34 PM. 


