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Commissioners’ Journal 
 
 

2015, TWENTY-NINTH MEETING 
 

 

 
CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                                                                                         Girard, KS Friday, April 17, 2015, 10:00 AM 

 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Carl Wood served as the presiding officer.   

 

Commissioners Jeff Murphy and Tom Moody were in attendance. 

 

Deputy County Clerk Bobbi Wicker and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated 

with the Board.  

 

Chairman Wood led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (15-105) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the April 13, 2015 minutes of the Board of Commissioners, and, 

and 

2. Approval of the April 13, 2015 minutes of the Board of County Canvassers, 

and  

3. Approval of the accounts payable warrant numbers 556242 to 556484 dated 

April 15, 2015 in the total amount of $332,710.55, and 

4. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

  

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

The Deputy County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ 

signatures: 

 

Motion 15 99 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the April 

10, 2015 minutes 

Motion 15 100 To approve the contract between Crawford County and Heckert 

Construction for the Purchase of Asphalt in 2015 and authorize the 
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Chairman to sign 

Motion 15 101 To Approve 37 Provisional Ballots for Counting from the 2015 

General Election held on April 7, 2015 in Crawford County as 

recommended by the Crawford County Election Officer 

Motion 15 102 To accept the Official Results Report and the Report of Write-In Votes 

for the 2014 General Election held on April 7, 2015, as presented by 

the County Election Officer 

Motion 15 103 To approve the change in zoning from Agricultural to Rural 

Residential for the area that will become the short plat to be known as 

Country Meadows 

Motion 15 104 To accept the short plat to be known as Country Meadows 

  

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

CRAWFORD COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

Item One: Mr. Kenny Blair of Cook, Flatt & Strobel Engineers addressing the bridge on 

East 530th Ave that is under construction. Mr. Blair stated that he was on site this 

morning and the main thing that needs to be done right now is the guard rails and after 

the guard rails are in place, the road can be opened. He stated that the project is down to 

13 working days.  Mr. Moody was answered that it should not go passed the 13 working 

days. Mr. Wood discussed some issues and Mr. Blair stated he would check it out. Mr. 

Wood questioned the inspection billing days. There was a discussion on the working days 

that KDOT allows. Mr. Moody was answered that this is not a usual case to drag on so 

much and there was a discussion on the delays that took place. There was a discussion on 

the inspection and how the inspections take place. Mr. Blair stated that penalties are set 

by KDOT specifications. 

 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

PROCLAMATIONS AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Item One:  Deputy County Clerk Bobbi Wicker presenting two applications for 2015 

Cereal Malt Beverage Licenses for Ruby Gibbs “Hometown Cafe” to allow them to sell 

cereal malt beverages for consumption on the premises and to allow them to sale cereal 

malt beverages in original and unopened containers and not for consumption on the 

premises. Ms. Wicker stated that notices have been sent to the Sheriff, Zoning 

Administrator, County Attorney and the Township Clerk and that they had been given 10 

days to respond and that no responses had been received. Commissioner Murphy asked 

the difference between off premises and on premises licenses. 

 

On motion (15-106) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to make it known that the matter of issuing a license to the applicant(s) listed below was 

discussed and considered by the Board, and there being no objection filed as provided by 

law and the Board knowing of no reason why a license should not be issued, the board 
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hereby issues a license to “sell at retail”, cereal malt beverages in broken case lots from 

the place of business as shown in the application as designated and described on the 

application as herein before set out, and that the County Clerk be hereby authorized and 

directed to execute the proper license which shall be signed by the Chairman of the Board 

of County Commissioners and the County Clerk of Crawford County, Kansas. 

 

2015 Cereal Malt Beverage Licenses 

APPLICANT: Ruby Gibbs, “Hometown Cafe” 

PREMISES: 2 Lake Road, Farlington, KS  66734 

2 Licenses 

(For consumption on the premises) AND 

(For sale in original and unopened containers and not for consumption on the premises) 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two: Mr. Jim Emerson, County Counselor, presenting Kansas Housing Resource 

Corporation Emergency Solutions Grant Recipient Request for Reimbursement and 

Financial Status Report in the amount of $6,317.00. Mr. Emerson stated that this is for 

the 3rd quarter of January, February and March.  
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On motion (15-107) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to approve the Kansas Housing Resource Corporation Emergency Solutions Grant 

Recipient Request for Reimbursement and Financial Status Report in the amount of 

$6,317.00 and authorize the Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Three:  Commissioner Murphy stated that he met with representatives from Husker 

Steel on bridge #205 and discussed with the other Commissioners what was stated in the 

meeting.  

 

Item Four: Mr. Wood discussed the County Commission and Highways Official 

Meeting in Chanute he attended. He spoke about the Federal Fund Exchange money that 

is held at the state. He addressed bringing those funds down to the county and put in a 

special fund for bridge repairs. Mr. Wood stated that Liz Hart can present some billing 

invoices for reimbursement to get the funds into the County and there is approximately 

$407,000 our account. He said that the money will be on lock down for bridges only.  He 

stated that if the money is left at the state level, after 4 years we can lose the money.  All 

Commissioners agree on this situation.  Commissioner Wood would like to get this in the 

works.  Mr. Wood stated that this will not keep us from getting funding in the future. 

There was a discussion on how these funds are acquired. The Commissioners decided to 
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have Liz Hart start the process to request the funds and have Jim Emerson prepare a 

resolution. 

 

On motion (15-108) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to start a fund for Federal Exchange Money. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

Item One:    Mr. Emerson asked about the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at the Plaster 

Center at Pittsburg State University on Tuesday, April 21 from 11:00 AM to 12:00 PM. 

The Commissioners decided to cancel the Commissioner meeting on Tuesday and attend 

the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony. 

 

On motion (15-109) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to cancel the Regular Session on Tuesday, April 21, 2015. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed.  

 

Item Two: Mr. Murphy asked about the landfill and Jim Emerson stated that he is 

working on it. 

 

Item Three: Mr. Moody discussed the purchase of a high pressure washer.   

 

Item Four: Mr. Wood discussed the looking into the purchase of a trailer from the state. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Item One: Commissioner Murphy asked for a work session to discuss personnel matters 

involving non-elected personnel. 

 

On motion (15-110) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Moody 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss personnel matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to 

include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
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The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:10 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11: 25 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

Item Two: Commissioner Moody asked for a work session to discuss personnel matters 

involving non-elected personnel. 

 

On motion (15-111) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 30 minutes to discuss personnel matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to 

include the Board of County Commissioners, Zoning Administrator Judy Freeman  and 

County Counselor Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:31 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 12:01 PM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

CONTINUANCE OF NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Item Five: Mr. Jim Emerson, County Counselor presenting Resolution #2015-011 and 

Resolution #2015-012. 

 

On motion (15-112) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to adopt Resolution #2015-011, a Resolution amending zoning from Agriculture to Rural 

Residential for the proposed development to be known as “Country Meadows”. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
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On motion (15-113) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to adopt Resolution #2015-012, a Resolution to grant the proposed development to be 

known as “Country Meadows”. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
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UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One:  April 24, 2015 – Bill Brady with Capitol Strategies regarding legislation. 

 

Item Two:  April 24, 2015 – Mr. Rick Pfeiffer and Ms Angie Hadley, Restorative Justice 

Authority, presenting Fiscal Year 2016 grant. 

 

Item Three:  April 24, 2015 – Dennis Arnold, Exec Dir and Laura Moore, Grant Admin 

from SEK Regional Planning Commission presenting update on CDBG Projects. 
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Item Four: April 28, 2015 – Mr. Mac Young, Community Corrections Administrative 

Director presenting Fiscal Year 2016 Comprehensive Plan and Behavioral Health Grant 

Proposal. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Item One:  April 21, 2015 – Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at the Plaster Center at Pittsburg 

State University from 11:00 AM to 12:00 PM.  All three Commissioners may be in 

attendance. 

 

Item Two: April 22, 2015 – Commissioners will be hosting a luncheon featuring Mike 

King, Secretary of Transportation as speaker at the Homer Cole Community Center at 

11:45 AM. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

 

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy to 

adjourn the April 17, 2015 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

12:08 PM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners: 

 

 

__________________________ 

Bobbi Wicker 
Deputy County Clerk 

 

<> 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken by BKW 4/17/15 12:08 PM/amended BKW 4/22/15 3:00 PM 


