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Commissioners’ Journal 

 
2016, TWENTY-EIGHTH MEETING 

 
 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                                                                      Girard, KS Tuesday, April 12, 2016, 10:00 AM    
 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Tom Moody served as the presiding officer.  

   

Commissioners Carl Wood and Jeff Murphy were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board.  

 

Chairman Moody led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (16-118) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Moody 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the April 8, 2016 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

  

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures: 

 

Motion 16 116 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the April 

5, 2016 minutes 

Motion 16 117 To proceed with the authorize Randy Sandburg, EMS director to 

proceed with the grant and purchasing of a heart monitor for the 

Emergency Medical Services 

 

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

 PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 
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Item One: Mr. Jim Haney, AAA, presenting Sheriff Dan Peak with the 2015 AAA 

Kansas Traffic Safety Award. Mr. Haney stated that the Crawford County Sheriff’s 

Department is 1 of only 7 law enforcement agencies to receive the award every year that 

it has been offered in the State of Kansas and 1 of only 2 Sheriff’s Departments. He also 

stated that they are receiving a platinum award for the 3rd consecutive time. Mr. Haney 

explained the award and the programs the Sheriff’s Office has implemented to help with 

traffic safety. He also gave statistics on different violations and how those violations have 

decreased over a 5 year period in Crawford County. Sheriff Peak thanked Mr. Haney and 

stated that these programs could have not taken placed without the help of Undersheriff 

Steve Geier who steer headed most of the programs. The Commissioners thanked Sheriff 

Peak and Undersheriff Geier for all their hard work. 

 

CRAWFORD COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES  

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

 

Item One:  Mr. Mac Young, Community Corrections Administrative Director discussing 

Community Corrections budget. Mr. Young stated that the he wants to talk about the 

upcoming 2017 fiscal year for Community Corrections and stated the current fiscal year 

ends June 30, 2016. He stated that Community Corrections has lost $36,000 in budget 

cuts over the last 2 years. Mr. Young stated that Community Corrections currently pays 

$12,000 a year in rent to Crawford County for an office in the Judicial Center in Pittsburg 

and he is here today to see if the Commissioners can help with the rent. He stated that in 

prior years he has also asked the Commission for help with this. He suggested waiving 

the rent for a period of time or reducing the current rent paid by half. Mr. Young stated 

otherwise that will be looking at layoffs for furlough days for Community Correction 

employees. Mr. Moody stated that we do not want to see layoffs. Mr. Young stated that 

Community Corrections pays $875.00 a month to Labette County in rent for office space 

and he spoke to the Commission there and they left it contingent on what the Crawford 

County Commissioners decided.  A discussion was held on the services Community 

Corrections provided and the number of case loads per officer. Mr. Peak discussed the 

outcome if programs were cut by Community Corrections and the effects it would have 

on his Department.  The Commissioners decided to waive the $1000 per month rent for a 

one year period then revisit the issue. 
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On motion (16-119) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

waive the $1,000 per month rent paid to Crawford County by Community Corrections for 

one Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2016 and revisit the issue in one year. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
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Item Two: Mr. Robert Gorentz, Project Manager with recommendations on installation 

of the new boiler system. Mr. Gorentz stated that he recommends accepting the bid from 

Design Mechanical for the installation of the boiler system. Mr. Moody was answered 

that there is a one year warranty on labor. Mr. Gorentz stated that he has heard nothing 

but good information about Design Mechanical. He stated that after everything is 

installed it will be inspected again by the engineer to make sure all specifications are met. 

Mr. Gorentz stated that the company is insured and bonded.  
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On motion (16-120) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

approve the bid from Design Mechanical for the Installation of the Boiler System as 

recommended by Project Manager Robert Gorentz. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

PROCLAMATIONS AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS 
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Item One:  Mr. Pyle presented a Proclamation declaring that in conjunction with the 

observance of the 2016 Elk’s Student Government Day on April 19, 2016 the Board of 

Crawford County Commissioners, Kansas on behalf of its residents does hereby proclaim 

Tuesday, April 19, 2016 as Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks Pittsburg Lodge 

#412 Day in Crawford County, Kansas. 

 
  

On motion (16-121) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve the Proclamation of Tuesday, April 19, 2016 as Benevolent and Protective Order 

of Elks Pittsburg Lodge #412 Day in Crawford County, Kansas. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
 

Item Two: Mr. Pyle presented a contract from the auditing firm of Diehl Banwart Bolton 

to audit the financial statements for Crawford County, Kansas for the year ended 

December 31, 2015 for a total amount of $25,750. Mr. Murphy asked if the County has 

looked at other firms and was answered that it was done 3 years ago and that is when we 

chose our current auditor, Diehl Banwart Bolton. Mr. Moody stated he is very pleased 

with this auditing firm. 
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On motion (16-122) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve contact for auditing services with Deihl, Banwart and Bolton for the Audit Year 

ending December 31, 2015 and authorize the Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  
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The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Three: Mr. Jim Emerson, County Counselor presenting the Kansas Housing 

Resource Corporation Emergency Solutions Grant Recipient Request for Reimbursement 

and Financial Status Report in the amount of $6,375.53. Mr. Emerson stated that this is a 

quarterly draw down.  
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On motion (16-123) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

approve the Kansas Housing Resource Corporation Emergency Solutions Grant Recipient 

Request for Reimbursement and Financial Status Report in the amount of $6,375.53 and 

authorize the Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Four:  Mr. Emerson presented the Federal Aid Fund Exchange Master Agreement 

between Michael S King, Secretary of Transportation, Kansas Department of 

Transportation and Crawford County Kansas. 
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On motion (16-124) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve Federal Aid Fund Exchange Master Agreement between Michael S King, 

Secretary of Transportation, Kansas Department of Transportation and Crawford County 

Kansas. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   
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Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Item One:  Jim Emerson requested an executive session for a period of not more than 15 

minutes to discuss personnel matters involving Non-Elected Personnel with the three 

Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson, Road and Bridge Coordinator Liz Hart 

and Project Manager Robert Gorentz. 

 

On motion (16-125) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss personnel matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to 

include the Board of County Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson, Road and 

Bridge Coordinator Liz Hart and Project Manager Robert Gorentz. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 10:55 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:03 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

Item Two:  Mr. Murphy requested an executive session for a period of not more than 15 

minutes to discuss personnel matters involving Non-Elected Personnel with the three 

Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson and Sheriff Dan Peak. 

 

On motion (16-126) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Moody 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss personnel matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to 

include the Board of County Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson and Sheriff 

Dan Peak. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:05 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:20 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

Item Three: Mr. Wood requested an executive session for a period of not more than 15 

minutes to discuss matters that would be deemed privileged in the attorney-client 

relationship with the three Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson and Shop 

Foreman Greg Hite. 
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On motion (16-127) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss matters that would be deemed privileged in the attorney-client 

relationship and to include the Board of County Commissioners, County Counselor Jim 

Emerson and Shop Foreman Greg Hite. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:24 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:39 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

              

Item One: Mr. Murphy stated that he met with Jim Emerson, Joe Grisolano, Larissa 

Bowman and Charli Stroud to discuss the sick leave policy. He stated they looked at 

other counties’ policies and the state policy. Mr. Murphy stated they planned to meet 

again this Friday. 

  

Item Two: Commissioner Moody, Commissioner Wood and Jim Emerson will meet with 

the City of Frontenac at 8:30 AM on Tuesday, April 19, 2016. 

 

Item Three: Mr. Moody stated that he received a call from Mary Kay Caldwell 

pertaining to the spay-neuter program and they are requesting money from the County. 

Mr. Moody stated that will address this at Friday’s meeting. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

       FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One:  April 15, 2016 – Discussion with area State Legislators. 

 

Item Two: April 19, 2016 – 9:30 AM Work Session with Mike Gayoso, County 

Attorney.  

 

Item Three:  April 19, 2016 – Mr. Mac Young, Community Corrections Administrative 

Director presenting Community Corrections Fiscal Year 2017 Comprehensive Plan. 

 

Item Four:  April 19, 2016 – Mr. Brad Coots, Advisor and Caleb Thompson & Bryson 

Spahn, students from Southeast High School USD 247 Technology Student Association 

requesting donation for expenses to the National Championship. 

 

       ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

 

Item One: April 14, 2016 – SEK Semi-Annual District Meeting will be held in Franklin 

County at the courthouse located at 315 S Main St, Ottawa, Kansas. All Three 

Commissioners may be in attendance. 
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Item Two: April 19, 2016 – Commissioner Moody, Commissioner Wood and County 

Counselor Jim Emerson will meet with the City of Frontenac in Frontenac at 8:30 AM. 

 

Item Three:  April 19, 2016 – Elk’s Student Government Day. 

 

Item Four: April 19, 2016 – 12 Noon & 6:00 PM meetings to discuss alcohol and drug 

services in Crawford County at Mental Health, 30
th

 & Michigan, Pittsburg. 

 

Item Five: April 21, 2016 – 2016 Annual Meeting of the County Commissioners & 

Highway Officials Association of Southeast Kansas at the KDOT Office Complex, South 

Building in Chanute.  All three Commissioners may be in attendance. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN  

MOTION TO ADJOURN   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Item One: Adjournment 

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

adjourn the April 12, 2016 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

11:47 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Murphy, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

 

 

 

 

________________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

 

 

<> 

 

 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken by BKW 4/12/16 11:47AM/amended 04/14/2016 12:45 PM 


