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 Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2016, SEVENTY-SECOND MEETING 
 

 
CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                                 Girard, KS Tuesday, September 27, 2016, 10:00 AM 
 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Tom Moody served as the presiding officer.  

   

Commissioners Carl Wood and Jeff Murphy were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board. 

 

Chairman Moody led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (16-346) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the September 23, 2016 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

  

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:  

   

Motion 16 340 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the 

September 16, 2016 minutes of the Board of County Commissioners 

Motion 16 341 To make it known that the board hereby issues a license to “sell at 

retail”, cereal malt beverages from the place of business as shown in 

the application APPLICANT: Janet O’Brien “Class of ‘79” 

PREMISES: Marvin Green Building, Crawford County Fairgrounds, 

249 E 47 Hwy, Girard, KS DATE: Beginning 6:00 PM October 1, 

2016 ending 11:30 PM October 1, 2016. (For consumption on the 

premises)  

Motion 16 342 To approve the lease purchase agreement between Girard National 

Bank and the Board of County Commissioners, Crawford County, 

Kansas for 3 vehicles and equipment for the Sheriff’s Department for 

$80,087.00 at 1.74% for 3 years and authorize the Chairman to sign 



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 2 of 14 

Motion 16 343 To adopt Resolution #2016-025, a Resolution Appointing an 

Emergency Management Director, Jason VanBecelaere and an 

Assistant Emergency Management Director  Eldon Bedene for 

Crawford County, Kansas 

Motion 16 344 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss matters that would be 

deemed privileged in the attorney-client relationship and to include the 

Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson 

Motion 16 345 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 5 minutes to discuss personnel matters 

involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson 

 

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

 PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM THE COUNTY LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH  

 MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC   

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

 

Item One:  Mr. John Macary, Interim County Appraiser, addressing Sales Ratio Study. 

Mr. Macary handed out the 2015 Final Real Estate Appraisal/Sales Ratio Study. He 

explained the study to the Commissioners and answered any questions the 

Commissioners had. Mr. Macary also handed out a letter from the Kansas Department of 

Revenue stating that the statistical and procedural compliance review to determine 

substantial compliance with the county appraiser’s office pursuant to K.S.A. and 

Directive #14-046 has been completed and that out our county has met the criteria and is 

determined to be in substantial compliance.  
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MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

 

Item One: Mr. Chris Weiner, Girard city administrator, addressed the Commissioners in 

reference to the Streetscape Project.  Mr. Weiner stated that he received Crawford 

County’s estimated share of the sidewalk project from PEC Engineering for the interior 

sidewalks around the Courthouse. He handed out an Estimate of Probable Cost, Crawford 

County Participating Cost from PEC in the total amount of $25,844.44. He reviewed the 

document with the Commissioners. Mr. Weiner stated that he is requesting that amount 

and stated that if the actual costs would come in lower or higher, it would be addressed at 

that time. Mr. Weiner discussed the trees on the courthouse lawn and what PEC 

recommended on the trees. Mr. Murphy was answered that the estimate does include the 

2 entrances to the parking lot. Mr. Wood was answered that the interior sidewalks around 

the courthouse are the County’s property and it is the County’s responsibility to maintain 

them. Mr. Pyle discussed the trees on the courthouse lawn and handed out a memo from 

Mr. Tim McDonnell from the Kansas Forest Service with Mr. McDonnell’s 

recommendations on the trees. Mr. Murphy stated that he believes that the trees that Mr. 

McDonnell suggested on removing be removed. Mr. Weiner stated that the City of Girard 

has already paid KDOT Crawford County’s share of the project and the payment received 

from the County will replenish the City’s funds. Mr. Weiner updated the Commissioners 

on the City’s paving project and the Commissioners discussed the County assisting in the 

project. 
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On motion (16-347) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Moody 

to pay the City of Girard $25,844.44 for Crawford County’s share of the Streetscape 

project for the interior sidewalks around the Courthouse.  

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
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MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Item One: Mr. Pyle presented amended 2017 budget for 11
th

 Judicial District Court. Mr. 

Pyle explained the reason for amending the budget. 
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On motion (16-348) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to approve the amended 2017 11
th

 Judicial District Court Budget and authorize the Chair 

to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  
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The motion prevailed. 
 

Item Two: Mr. Pyle stated that the Commissioners received a thank you from the Little 

League team from Frontenac thanking the Commissioners for their support and donation 

in helping their team travel to Indianapolis. 

 

Item Three: Mr. Pyle stated that there will be a 2016 State of the City Address on 

Tuesday, October 4, 2016 at 7:30 AM at Memorial Auditorium, 503 N Pine, Pittsburg, 

Kansas.  Mr. Pyle stated that the Honorable John Ketterman will be introduced and a 

reservation is requested. All three Commissioners stated that they will be in attendance 

and Mr. Pyle will make the reservations.    

 
 

Item Four: Mr. Pyle stated that today is National Voter Registration Day. Mr. Pyle 

stated that he put out a press release urging voters to check their voter registration and to 

remind voters that they have until October 18, 2016 to register or make any changes to 

their current registration. 

 

Item Five: Mr. Wood stated he received an email from General Manager of Kansas 

Crossing asking the Commissioner to attend a luncheon on Thursday, September 29, 

2016 at 11:30 AM on the casino floor. 

 

Item Six: Mr. Wood stated that he had questions on an invoice from the Gallagher 

Group. Mr. Wood wanted to know when the consulting fee was extended for another 

year. He stated the previous contract ended 9/1/2016. Mr. Murphy was answered that the 

County has been paying Gallagher Group a monthly fee. A discussion was held on the 

previous contract with Gallagher Group and whether a new contract has to be for a year 

or on a monthly basis. Mr. Pyle will contact Gallagher Group.                             

                                                                                                                  

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 
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Item One: Mr. Pyle state that he and Mr. Emerson had conference call with Gallagher 

Group on dental insurance. He stated that the County can save money by going with 

Delta Dental. He stated that it can be a self-insured or fully insured policy. Mr. Pyle 

addressed the savings on self-insured verses fully insured and the difference between the 

two policies. Mr. Pyle stated that Delta Dental also locked in a maximum of a 6% 

increase for 2018 but the County is not obligated to take that policy next year. Mr. 

Emerson stated that in the past, the County has never went with a self-insured policy with 

Delta Dental 

 

On motion (16-349) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to sign with Delta Dental Insurance for 2017 and with the fully insured policy. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two:  Mr. Murphy addressed the dump truck specs. He spoke about the automatic 

transmission verses the standard transmission.   He discussed other issues with the specs. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 

Item One:  Commissioner Wood requested an executive session for a period of not more 

than 30 minutes to discuss matters involving Attorney-Client privilege and to include the 

Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

On motion (16-350) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 30 minutes to discuss matters that would be deemed privileged in the attorney-client 

relationship and to include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor 

Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:10 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:21 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session.  

 

Item Two:  Commissioner Murphy requested an executive session for a period of not 

more than 10 minutes to discuss personnel matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and 

to include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson. 

 

On motion (16-351) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Moody 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 
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than 10 minutes to discuss personnel matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to 

include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:22 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:31 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

       FUTURE BUSINESS:  

 

       ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Item One:  September 27, 2017 – Hospital Board meeting at Girard Medical Center at 

5:30 PM to discuss ATC. 

 

Item Two: September 28, 2016 – 1:30 PM Opening of Bids for Bridge Replacement 

Project, Bridge No 690 in the Office of the County Commission of Crawford County, 

Kansas in the courthouse at Girard, Kansas. 

 

Item Three:  September 29, 2016 – 11:30 AM Luncheon at Kansas Crossing on the 

casino floor. 

 

Item Four:  October 4, 2016 – 2016 State of the City Address at 7:30 AM at Memorial 

Auditorium, 503 N Pine, Pittsburg, Kansas. All three Commissioners will be in 

attendance. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy to 

adjourn the September 27, 2016 meeting of the Board of Crawford County 

Commissioners at 11:46 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with 

open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays:                                                                                                                                                                                         

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:   

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 
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_______________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

 

<> 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken BKW 9/27/16 11:46 AM/amended BKW 9/29/16 11:30 AM 


