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 Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2016, SEVENTY-SIXTH MEETING 
 

 
 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                                      Girard, KS Tuesday, October 11, 2016, 10:00 AM 
 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Tom Moody served as the presiding officer.  

   

Commissioners Carl Wood and Jeff Murphy were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board. 

 

Chairman Moody led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (16-367) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the October 7, 2016 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

  

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:  

   

Motion 16 362 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the 

October 4, 2016 minutes 

Motion 16 363 To authorize the County Counselor to proceed with foreclosures on 

properties that are delinquent on property taxes for 2013 and forward 

Motion 16 364 To adopt Resolution #2016-026, a resolution Exempting Crawford 

County, Kansas from using General Accepted Accounting Principles 

(GAAP) in the Preparation of its Financial Statements and Reports 

Motion 16 365 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss personnel matters 

involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson 
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Motion 16 366 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss matters that would be 

deemed privileged in the attorney-client relationship and to include the 

Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson 

 

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

 PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM THE COUNTY LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH  

 MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

Item One:  Ms. Teri McMahon from Lumeneering Innovation addressed the 

Commissioners in reference to saving money on lighting costs. She explained how her 

company installs LED lighting in buildings and how it is paid for in a Shared Savings 

Program with no money down or upfront costs.  She stated that the Shared Savings 

Program is a 5 year program with interest costs added.  Ms. McMahon went over in detail 

how LED lighting works and the electrical savings using the lighting. She also explained 

in detail the Shared Savings Program and at the end of the 5 year program the lighting 

system is turned over to the business for $1.00.  Mr. Wood suggested getting a quote on 

savings on 1 County owned building before making any decisions. Mr. Sean Hall from B 

& R Electric addressed the Commissioners and gave his advice on the LED lighting. He 

also explained that by using Lumeneering Innovation there is no out of pocket expense 

and that all costs are rolled into the shared savings plan including the cost of the 

contractor installing the lights. Mr. Moody would like to check into the references Ms. 

McMahon has for Lumeneering Innovation. Ms. McMahon also suggested that the 

Commissioners view Lumeneering Innovation’s website as she stated there is a lot of 

information about the company on the web site. The Commissioners decided to have Ms. 

McMahon quote the Courthouse lighting, interior and exterior and bring it back at a later 

date. The Commissioners also suggested she work with Robert Gorentz.  

 



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 3 of 20 

 



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 4 of 20 

 
 

Item Two: Mr. Chris Borher from Wood Doluhery Insurance readdressed the 

Commission in reference to bidding out the property, casualty and liability insurance for 

the County and asked the Commissioners if they were considering bidding out this 

insurance. The Commissioners stated that they have not had to time to consider it yet. Mr. 

Borher answered the Commissioners that he can bid out the whole package including 

work comp. He stated that there is no cost involved is the bidding process. Mr. Moody 

stated they will think about it and give him an answer next Friday.  
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MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

 

Item One:  Mr. Joe Grisolano, County Treasurer, addressed the Commissioners in 

reference to Senate Bill 280. Mr. Grisolano stated that this bill is 19 pages long and 

includes a lot of information. He stated that included in the bill it states that if a vendor 

the County works with owes delinquent real or personal property taxes, the County can 

withhold the vendor’s payment and put that payment towards their delinquent taxes. Mr. 

Grisolano explained how CIC can generate reports with delinquent taxes and how to 

match those with vendor payments. The Commissioners agreed to allow Mr. Grisolano to 

proceed with this. 

 

  

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

 

Item One:  Mr. Jason VanBecelaere, Emergency Management Director in reference to 

the bid on the Dodge truck. Mr. Moody asked that Molle Automotive and Pittsburg Ford 

have an opportunity to bid but felt that it is really going to be hard to beat the state price. 

Mr. Murphy stated that he feels the county does not need 2 Emergency Management 

vehicles. The Commissioners asked Mr. Emerson if the County is allowed to sell the 

Suburban that Eldon Bedene is currently driving, after he retires. Mr. Emerson stated that 

he will need to check further into this. Mr. Moody addressed the Emergency 

Management budget and if the budget can afford the lease purchase on the new truck. 

Jason will get with Molle Automotive and Pittsburg Ford and bring that back to the 

Commissioners on Friday. 

 

Item Two: Mr. VanBecelaere requested a Crawford County credit card with a $2,500 

credit limit. Mr. Wood stated that when Mr. Bedene retires the County can cancel his 

card.  

 

On motion (16-368) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve a county credit card through Girard National Bank with a credit limit of $2,500 

for Emergency Management Director Jason VanBecelaere. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Item One:  Mr. Pyle presenting the Consulting Agreement between Gallagher Benefit 

Services, Inc and Crawford County, Kansas. He stated that Mr. Emerson has reviewed it 

also and Mr. Emerson stated that the agreement is backdated to be effective September 1, 

2016, since the county has continued with their services since that date.  
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On motion (16-369) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve the Consulting Agreement between Gallagher Benefit Services, Inc. and 

Crawford County, Kansas for 1 year starting September 1, 2016 and authorize the 

Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
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Item Two: Mr. Jim Emerson County Counselor presenting Kansas Housing Resources 

Corporation Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) Recipient Request for Reimbursement 

and Financial Status Report in the amount of $5,927.00. Mr. Emerson stated that this is 

for the 1
st
 Quarter draw down for the new 2016 Fiscal year from July 1 to June 30 and 

this is done 4 times a year.  
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On motion (16-370) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

approve the Kansas Housing Resources Corporation Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) 

Recipient Request for Reimbursement and Financial Status Report in the amount of 

$5,927.00 and authorize the Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   
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Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Three: Mr. Murphy addressed personnel evaluations stated that they need to be 

started since they are due December 1. Mr. Pyle will send a reminder out to all 

department heads and attach the forms. The Commissioners discussed the evaluations 

they will be doing and decided to have one scheduling and all 3 Commissioners will 

complete their own evaluation during this session and the result would be an average of 

the 3 Commissioner’s evaluations.  

 

Item Four:  Mr. Murphy handed out the minutes from the Economic Development 

Committee meeting in Girard and reviewed the minutes with the Commissioners.  
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Item Five:  Mr. Murphy stated that he received the KDOT specs on the dump trucks. He 

stated he went through them briefly and had not compared the KDOT specs to MODOT 

specs. The Commissioners decided to have Greg Hite go over the specs.  

 

Item Six: Mr. Wood handed out a memo regarding reflective gear for the road and bridge 

department.  The commissioners discussed that the jackets would be durable and safe for 

the Road & Bridge employees to wear during bad weather and in the winter.  
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On motion (16-371) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve the Memo to Road & Bridge Employees regarding the Wearing of Reflective 

Clothing While on Duty dated October 11, 2016. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Seven: Mr. Wood addressed purchasing hooded sweatshirts or safety jackets for the 

Road and Bridge crews. The Commissioners agreed to order safety jackets. 

 

On motion (16-372) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve the Purchase of Safety Jackets for all three road crews. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Eight: Mr. Wood spoke about dump trucks. 

 

Item Nine:  Mr. Wood addressed drug testing through Occupational Health. The 

Commissioners discussed how the drug testing will take place and how the employees 

will be notified.  

                                                                                                                  

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
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Item One:  Commissioner Wood requested an executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss matters involving Attorney-Client privilege and to include the 

Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

On motion (16-373) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss matters that would be deemed privileged in the attorney-client 

relationship and to include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor 

Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:54 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 12:07 PM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

       FUTURE BUSINESS:  

 

       ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Item One:  October 18, 2016 – Economic Outlook meeting conducted by Wichita State 

University and hosted by the City of Pittsburg at Memorial Auditorium from 11:30 AM 

to 2:00 PM. 

 

Mr. Murphy stated that there will be a Conference Call with a law group from Minnesota 

for Live Well at 1:00 PM. today in the Commission room and all are welcome to attend. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

adjourn the October 11, 2016 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners 

at 12:07 PM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays:                                                                                                                                                                                         

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:   

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 
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_______________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

 

<> 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken BKW 10/11/16 12:07 PM/amended BKW 10/13/16 3:20 PM 


