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 Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2017, FORTY-SECOND MEETING 
 

 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 
 

 

 

                                                                                                  Girard, KS Tuesday, June 6, 2017, 10:00 AM  
 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Carl Wood served as the presiding officer. 

   

Commissioner Jeff Murphy was in attendance.  

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board. 

 

Chairman Wood led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (17-199) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Wood 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the June 2, 2017 minutes of the Board of County Commissioners. 

Yeas: Commissioners Murphy and Wood 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

 

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:   

 

Motion 17 197 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the May 

30, 2017 minutes 

Motion 17 198 To approve the bid from Murphy Roofing, Stark Kansas in the amount 

of $28,354.40 for the Courthouse Roof Project 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

 PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM THE COUNTY LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 
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Item One: Ms. Cristi Mitchell, Blue Cross & Blue Shield Representative addressed the 

Commissioners is reference to the County Health Insurance. Mr. Emerson asked about 

the monthly stop loss coverage that was added this year. Ms. Mitchell explained the 

reports that she presented on the stop loss. She stated that this is a rolling total. Mr. Wood 

discussed administrative costs and Ms. Mitchell answered the questions regarding the 

costs. Ms. Mitchell discussed the administrative costs covered by the agreement. The 

Commissioners and Ms. Mitchell discussed the different plans and the employee 

contribution amounts for those plans. There was a lengthy discussion on increasing the 

employee contributions and other possible ways to help fund the plan. 

 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

 

Item One: Mr. Troy Graham, Zoning Administrator, presented a list of properties in the 

county that are owned by Crawford County. He discussed the different properties, the 

size, the location and whether there are structures or towers on the properties.  The 

Commissioners discussed deeding some of the very small properties to adjacent 

landowners and deeding some of the properties to the City of Pittsburg. Mr. Murphy 

asked if any of the properties could be used for installing a high tunnel. Mr. Graham 

explained that some of these properties are from the Flood Buyout from the 1993 floods.  

There was a discussion on the creation of a county land bank.     

       

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS   

PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD  

 NEW BUSINESS  
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Item One: County Clerk Don Pyle presenting the May 2017 Clerk’s Report.  Mr. Pyle 

stated that this report summarizes the total amounts spent by departments for payroll and 

bills during the month of May. Mr. Pyle also gave the Commissioners a copy of the April 

2017 to May 2017 Clerk’s Report of Changes in Expenditures for comparison.  Mr. Pyle 

reviewed the changes with the Commissioners and discussed some of the reasons for the 

changes. 
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On motion (17-200) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to approve the May 2017 Clerk’s Report as presented. 

On a Roll Call Vote. 

Yeas: Commissioners Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two: Mr. Pyle stated that Sheriff Peak needs to change the dates for his budget 

work session scheduled for June 13, 2017 beginning at 9:00 AM. The Commissioners 

approved changing Sheriff Peak’s work session to June 20, 2017 beginning at 9:00 AM.                                                                                          

 

Item Three: Mr. Murphy stated that he will be gone July 15th thru July 31st and stated 

that he would like to complete work on the full budget before the 15th of July.  Mr. Wood 

asked about the audit report and Mr. Pyle told him that the auditor is finishing up their 

report on the audit for 2016.  

 

Item Four: The Commissioners and Mr. Emerson discussed the Road and Bridge 

Administrator position vacancy. 
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Item Five: Mr. Murphy asked about the Gallagher Group representative attending a 

Commission meeting and Mr. Pyle will check on a date for the representative to attend.  

 

Item Six: Mr. Wood spoke about looking at a track hoe.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

Item One: Mr. Wood stated that a few vehicle signs have been ordered with new decal. 

There was a discussion on which county vehicles to put the new signs on.  

 

Item Two:  The Commissioners discussed renting a grinder for the Road and Bridge 

Department and how long it will need to be rented.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Item One: Commissioner Wood requested an executive session to discuss matters 

involving Non-Elected Personnel. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (17-201) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the 

Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Murphy and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:55 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 12:10 PM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One: June 9, 2017 – Budget Work Session with Department Heads & Elected 

Officials starting at 9:00 AM. 

 

Item Two:  June 9, 2017 – Ms. Diana Hartog and Mr. Mark Lehman, Crawford County 

Conservation District presenting budget. 

 

   ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Item One: Adjournment 
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On the motion of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Murphy to 

adjourn the June 6, 2017 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

11:09 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Murphy and Wood  

Nays:                                                                                                                                                                                         

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

 

 

 

________________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

 

 

<> 

 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken BKW 06/6/17 12:12 PM/amended BKW 6/8/17 10:30 AM 


