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Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2019, FIFTY-FIFTH MEETING 
 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                                                  Girard, KS Tuesday, August 13, 2019 10:00 AM 
 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Tom Moody served as the presiding officer.   

Commissioners Jeremy Johnson and Bruce Blair were in attendance. 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board. 

Chairman Moody led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (19-241) of Commissioner Johnson and the second of Commissioner Moody 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the August 9, 2019 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

 

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:   

Motion 19 238 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the 

August 6, 2019 minutes 

Motion 19 239 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 10 minutes to discuss items that would be 

deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client Relationship and to include 

the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim 

Emerson and to reconvene by 11:23 AM 

Motion 19 240 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss items that would be 

deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client Relationship and to include 

the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim 

Emerson and to reconvene by 11:37 AM 

 

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

 PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

 MESSAGES FROM CRAWFORD CO LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH 

 MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

 MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 
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Item One: Mr. Terry Sercer, CPA, Diehl Banwart Bolton CPAs PA addressing the 2018 

Audit of Financial Statements.  Mr. Sercer went through the bound audit with the 

Commissioners and verified that cash balances are in agreement. Mr. Sercer stated that the 

county is able to issue financial statements that do not comply with Generally Accepted 

Accounting Principles and that Crawford County met the cash basis laws of the State of 

Kansas.  Mr. Sercer stated that they had issued an unqualified opinion which is the highest 

level of opinion in the financial statements.  Mr. Sercer explained that overall the cash 

balances for the county had increased during 2018 and that this is good since the county had 

a couple of years recently when the overall cash balances had decreased.  Mr. Sercer stated 

that since the county had received over $750,000 in federal grant funds which requires that he 

perform several additional audit procedures to verify those grant funds were used in 

accordance with grant guidelines.  Mr. Sercer reviewed the letter titled “Communications of 

Internal Control Issues and Other Audit Matters to the Board of County Commissioners” 

with the commissioners and stated that there were no items to report in that letter.  

Commissioner Johnson was answered that financial statements compiled in accordance with 

GAAP are complicated by the need to track fixed assets and recognize depreciation on those 

assets.  The Commissioners thanked Mr. Sercer for his presentation. 

 

Item Two: Mr. Gene Vogler, Treasurer for SEK Recycling wanted to update the 

Commissioners on their financial condition.  Mr. Vogler stated that they were able to 

deposit enough to cover their payroll expenses in the last week but they will continue to 

struggle and are in need of some financial help.  County Counselor, Jim Emerson, stated 

that he reviewed the status of the Landfill Dept. in the General Fund and that after 

estimating their expenses for the rest of the year, there will only be approximately $2,000 

left at the end of the year.  Mr. Emerson felt that the most likely place for additional 

funding to come from would be the Operating Reserve.  Commissioner Johnson was 

answered that it would probably be the first of next year before any revenues from a new 

landfill contract would start to be received by the county.  It was discussed that no new 

revenue streams have been identified.  Commissioners Johnson and Blair stated that they 

would try to attend the SEK Recycling Board Meeting on August 15 at 5:30 PM.  The 

Commissioners will discuss this again after the board meeting. 

 

PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

 MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

 NEW BUSINESS 

Item One: County Clerk Don Pyle regarding a request for a work session.  Mr. Pyle 

stated that District Court Administrator Mac Young and Community Corrections 

Administrator Tracy Harris have requested a work session with the Commissioners to 

discuss the health insurance costs for employees of Community Corrections.  The 

Commissioners decided to have a work session with them at 9:00 AM on Tuesday, 

August 20, 2019.   

 

Item Two: County Clerk Don Pyle regarding the KDOT Local Consult Meeting that will 

be held in Independence at 9:00 AM on Tuesday, August 21, 2019.  It was discussed that 

anyone going to that meeting will need to leave by about 7:30 AM.  Mr. Pyle stated that 

he will be at the meeting and Mr. Emerson stated that he plans to attend. 

 

Item Three: County Counselor Jim Emerson presenting notice from KDOT on Bridge 

Project #19 C-4911-01.  Mr. Emerson stated that approval of this form is required to have 
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KDOT proceed with plans for this bridge.  It was also discussed that KDOT has revised 

their estimates to include only $90,000 in local matching funds.  
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On motion (19-242) of Commissioner Johnson and the second of Commissioner Blair to 

the approve the notice from KDOT on Bridge Project #19 C-4911-01 for 80/20 matching 

funds in the approximate amount of $90,000 and authorize the Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Four: Mr. Emerson presenting the Kansas Housing Resources Corporation 2019 

Emergency Solution Grant award.  Mr. Emerson stated that this is the award for the grant 

year from July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020.  There was a discussion of the FEMA flood 

plain map and the airport runway protection zone documentation. 
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On motion (19-243) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Johnson 

to approve the Kansas Housing Resources Corporation 2019 Emergency Solution Grant 

Total Award in the amount of $21,447 and authorize the Chairman to sign.  

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
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Item Five: Mr. Emerson presenting a Notice of Intent to Vacate platted alleys and streets 

in the Girard Coal Company’s Original Town of Radley and in the Original Town of 

Radley, Crawford County, Kansas with a hearing date set for September 13, 2019 at 

10:00 AM.  There was a discussion of the map and that no properties are landlocked after 

this action and that the landowner has requested this. 

 



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 18 of 21 

 



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 19 of 21 

 
 

On motion (19-244) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Blair to 

the approve the publication of the Notice of Intent to Vacate platted alleys and streets in 

the Girard Coal Company’s Original Town of Radley and in the Original Town of 

Radley, Crawford County, Kansas with a public hearing set for September 13, 2019 at 

10:00 AM. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson  

Nays: 
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Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Six: Commissioner Blair stated that he attended the Osage Township Budget 

hearing on August 12, 2019 and that they decided to adjust the budget and have a new 

hearing on the adjusted budget.   

 

Item Seven: Commissioner Johnson wanted to discuss the process for deciding which 

roads to work on each year in the Road & Bridge Dept.  Mr. Moody felt that traffic 

counts was the best way to decide which roads are most important.  There was a 

discussion of ways to keep better data on the roads to help in making these decisions.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

Item One: Commissioner Johnson asked about the progress being made on the Sewer 

District Number 3.  Mr. Emerson stated that the engineer reported that they are making 

progress but there have been a couple of holdups and they should have drawings in a few 

days.    

 

Item Two: Commissioner Moody wondered how the Road & Bridge was progressing on 

their work and there was a discussion that they are about ready to start chip & seal work.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION  

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

Item One: August 20, 2019 – 9:00 AM Work Session with Mr. Mac Young, District 

Court Administrator and Ms. Tracy Harris, Community Corrections Officer regarding 

Health Insurance Benefits for Community Corrections employees. 

Item Two: August 20, 2019 – 10:00 AM Public Hearing on the Crawford County 2020 

Budget. 

Item Three: August 20, 2019 – 10:00 AM Public Hearing on the Crawford County Fire 

District #1, Fire District #2, Fire District #3 and Fire District #4 2020 Budgets. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Item One: August 15, 2019 – 5:30 PM - SEK Recycling Center Board Meeting and all 3 

Commissioners may be in attendance. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Item One: Adjournment 

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Johnson to 

adjourn the August 13, 2019 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

11:03 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson 

Nays:                                                                                                                                                                                         

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:   

The motion prevailed. 
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In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

______________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

<> 
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