CRAWFORD COUNTY, KANSAS

TOMBSTONE TRANSCRIPTIONS

INDIAN & UNKNOWN

GRAVES

William C. Cuthbertson




P Indian firaves

INDIAN GRAVES
Iocated in SWj of Sect. 17 Twp. 295 Rge 2LE.

The location was on the west bank of Cow Creek, a short distance bgck from the .

creek, which would likely place it about the center of this § section, about éiml % of
rard.

2-29-1972 Visited this site, ¥m. Cuthbertson & Mrs. Sully Redlon McGrew.

Mrs. McGrew lived here when she was a little girl nesrly 70 years ago and

recalled often seeing 2 large, very smooth rocks, side by side so they were

oractically touching, each about as long as a person is tall, Mr. Alex.

Trask who owned the farm was an older man then, and he told her these two

rocks marked Indian graves, Mrs. licOrew's father was somewhat skeptical.

We searched, with Mrs.Earl Schifferdecker (The Schifferdeckers own this farm

& live here) along the west side of a little branch which lies ¥ of the

creek proper; then we drove in through the field E of the main part of Cow

Creek and walked the E bank for some distance through much brush, looking

for rocks on the W bank, but found nothing., A more thorough search could

ylield something, but Mr. Schifferdecker had never seen anything fi-ting

this descriotion, The rocks may have been hauled away.,

INDTAN GRAVES
Located SE} of Sect. 33, Twp. 31S, Rge. 25E.

Notes: taken 2-17-1971 by Wm, Cuthbertson & Ernie Stevens, This was homesteaded

by a Mr., Meyer, according to Mr, and Mrs, Hildebrandt who now live on the farm,
Which was owned by her father, Mr, Ahrens., The Hildebrandts tell that there are
rocks which mark Indian graves, but had no names or dates. Her father always said
t> be sure to leave the stones. The wagon road acrass the country went through
their farm some distancé east of their present dwelling, which is along the E side
of Rouse St., a short distance N of the new %, Carmel Hosoital,

L-1-197L Site visited by Wm. Cuthbertson & Ernie Stevens. This location was on

the SW bank of a little draw that looved around to the W of the main creek, which

is Little Cow Creek. It is a part of the Hildebrandt far-, but nerhavs 100 ft, or
more E of the half-mile line, It is also verhavs 300 ft, N »f a small pond, and just
in the edge of the timber, It would likelv be a goHd % mile N of the oublic road.
Several rocks were found, at least 2 of which were rather square shaped, and may

have been a foot wide, 2 ft, long and 3 in, thick, but with no inscriotions that we
could see, None were standing up as tombstones, but these likelv were used for
markers, We found practically no other rocks in this area, although we explored
quite a distance on to the NW, so appoarently these were brought here for some ourpose,
We meps directed to the soot by Mrs, Wehmeyer who lives in a farmhouse set back from
the road in the SE} of this same section,

Nrville Unroe of Girard moved to the SE% of this section about age 11, with his
parents, his father having bought out the other heirs to his grandfathrrts farm,

He recalled mention having been made of these graves, and believed he had seen them
manv vears ago, but had no imoression as to w-ether they were Indian or Pioneer
graves, The Unroes lived along the E side of this quarter section, E of the creek,
In the N 80 of treir farm, near or in the timber, lived an old Englishman named
Tommv Duce. With Tommy was a young German generally known as "Dutch Bill", who had
come from Germany to escape militarv conscription, Orville recsalled Mr. Duce had 3
long white beard, and sometimes worked for his father, Mr, Duce told about these
graves, but that was about 70 vears ;g0 and Orville could not now recall the details,

/



TUOIAN GRAVE

4 _about the line between Sect. 33 and 3k, Twp. 275 Rge 2LE, abt., 3/Lhmi S
Iocg%eﬁpgsggm %?ot" School, which was just acrossnfrom the % cor of Sec. 3L.

This line between the sections is not a road, it is on the "Redlon Ranch NE
of Farlinzgton,

2261972 1irs. Lelia Nance of Pawnee Station, in Bourbon Co, not far N of the
Craviford Co. line, said she and her husband Archie Nance rented pasture land
on the Redlon Ranch about 25 vesrs ago. The location was on the eastern slooe
of 3 hill with some tall trees sround it, nesr a2 bluff, It would be Il end E of
the ranch buildings,

The story was told to Krs. Kence that when an Indian dies on his horse, the
horse is buried with him, The grave was outlined vith rocks in the shane of
a horse, complete with legs etc,

Information taken by Wm. Cuthbertson, site not visited,

2-2%-72 Yrs, Dan Snyder of Girard who lived on the Redlon Ranch % owmed it .several
vears, did not recsll ever having seen the outline sf the horse, and had never

heard the story. She said they bulldozed 550 acres of brush and timber, so it
may have been destroyed,

- .

INDIAN GRAVEYARD

located Sect, h,Twp. 31S, Rge. 2CE.
Tris is about 1 mi S & 1 mi E of the new Mt.Carmel Tospital, Just N of the
midpoint of S side of the section.

Carl Grotheer who has lived in this immediate area since 1895, and on the same
farm along W side »f SW% of above section since his marriage 58 vrs, ago tomorrow,
tells that manv vears ago while plowing they found small mounds which aoparentlvy
marked Indian burials to the W of Little Cow Creek., These were not merked with
rocks, and he believed the Indians did not mark their graves in that way. Mr.
Grotheer had heard stories many vears ago of the earlier days which told of bat-
tles fought along these creeks in Civil War days, One storvy involved a keg of
monev sent out to pay the troops just before a battle began, The keg was hastily
buried, and never found, This may not have been on his farm, but was said to have
been in the immediate area along the creek to the E uof where he lived.

L-5-1971, Wm, Cuthbertson & Ernie Stevens.



TIDIAL SRAVES
Iocated in 1% of Sect. 23 Two., 30 S Rge 21 E

This was in the front yard of the farm hore of George W, I'cCalister and wife l'artha E.,
vho lived less than % mi ¥ of the V'E cor, of the I of above section, £ road runs

1'=S through the middle of this section 23, the bridge over Fickory Creek Eﬁ}ng at the L.

cor. of this Ni#%, and Dumbeuld Cem., being in the extreme SE cor, of same %W/, having been
dornated by lr, lVcCalister, It is not knovn whether these Indian greves nredate Dumbauld,

About 1961 ¥rs, Zdna Kerns Cuthbertson, mranddauzhter of the 1'cColisters, told us that lor
mother was 7 vhen they came to Kansas, There was an Indian carp across the rpgd n>rth

of the ¥cCalister home, a2nd the Indians tried to sive a babv to some of ithe wi ite settlers
but were refused, After it died, the asked permissisn to burv it someniace vhere thev
could return to the grave, so it was wranped in buckskin and covered arouni and over with
feathers, ond one of two rosebushes in the front yverd now marks the spot, =ccording to

I'r, Hugh Cook, who lives on this farm, Xe thoucht thev never did return, It is likely
the burial of this Indian baby was bhefore the establishment of Dumbauld cem.

The old I'cCalister house vhere the Cooks lived had some weatherbosrding gone, and one
could see the large plate showing axe marks, ani the wall studs notched dovn into it.

Ir, Cook said the plate was walnut and the stuis oak,

Before recording this, we talked agsin with lrs, Fdra Cuthbertson 3-26-1572, and with
I'rs, Cook, now living in “harute, rans.,, and anothsr neighbor I'rs, ignes Glen Bruce of
Girard (3 -27-72) who lived nearby many vears 2go, #11 three ¥new that Indians vere

s2id to be buried hure, Some various varsions theyr had heerd wers: 2 Indian babies were
vuried hor-, one on each side of the front walk; an Irdian mother znd her baby were
turied here; 2 adult Indians were buried here. Tha detsils are not clear, but we feel
quite sure one or two Indians reallv are buried at this snot,

INDIAN GRAVEYARD
lLocated in NW; Sect. 21, Twp, 295, Rge. 23E.

3-20-1971: Mrs, Anna Victoria (Tad) Davis, nee Strong, granddaughter of Or, C. H.
Strong who founded Girard in 1868, told of_ early dav reports of an Indian burial
ground on her grandfather Strong's farm, 2% mi. W of Girard (3 mi W of highway inter-
section in Girard,)

9-28-1971: Gardner (Bob) Strong who lives on his grandfather's farm, told of the old
Indian burial ground in a field SW of his barn & a short distance E. of Lightning Creek.
There never were anv stones as far as he could recall, and he believed Indians did not
use rocks or stones to mark burials, Occasionallv when the field is plowed deeplys some
reddish places can be seen in the plowed ground where the graves were said to have been,



UrERKOUN GRAVES
1_ccated nesr SE cor of Wy of Sect. 28 Twp, 2€S Rge 22 E,

1. ~25-1971 E. E, (Fete) Bammann who lives along the S side of Sect. 28 & owms
ti.ze S3 of the section, told that when a boy he recalled seeing graves in this
lcocation, This was neer the RBailroad track, probably a short distance to the N.
arnd near the middle of the section, He thought they were of people who were
pazssing through in early days, rather than residents, XNuch vwork has been done
br.1lldozing the brush in places in recent years, and the stones or rocks or
vh:3tever the markers were might now be gone, Some oil development on thisquarter

sesction brought in big equipment which could have ruined any mark
co-uld still exist among the trees & brush, y markers, or they

1C-~27-1971 Contacted 1loyd Guy,and his son who has owned the place for sbout a

ye 2r, and they have never found any markers, although they had also i
we. ¢ graves there, ’ ¢ v had also heard there

1C —27-1971 Contacted l'ilton MeClintick who lives in section to the W, and he
ha:d hunted all over this area when a Loy, and nev.r saw any evidence of graves
hz e, nor had he heard such a story.

VNN NN NS NN 30 S SN M M MM N M NN MM MM M SIS M LML MLSLSL LS > ML
38 BEEsEREREEES o A tarkarte ot oyt tary A Ay R Ak R AR

(YRYRYRY]
brtertartr iariariariarierie i

R R RVR VRV R VR VR VR VR VR VEVRVRVRVE VR VRV R VR VE U YR VR VR TR VR VX0 PRVRVEVEVEVRVRVRVR TR VKRS EY R RV RV R VR VR YR VR VRS TR VR TR VR VR VR VRN
3SEEES 3¢ 3¢ M S S SR SRR RREEEEEEHEEEREEEEEEE,

UrNOWN GRAVES
1~ csted in ME;- of Sect, 20, Two. 285, Rge. 22E,

Tr s small burial place is about 3 mi E of Walnut, It is located perhaps 300-
LC . ft. ¥ of 3 mi. S of the NE cor. of the section, ani sbout 100 ft. W, with

a “=v small trees in a pasture, The location is high, apparently the top of

Vizited 10-27-1971 by Wm. Cuthbertson & Ernie Stevens of Girard. Ve found
2 omall stones of field rock, shaped to hawve rounded tops, and placed so
thzy marked either the head and foot of one grave, or the heads of 2 araves,

8-"-1971 ¥rs, Will (Ruth) Holland of SW of Girard who was raised near Walnut,

kr.2v of these graves, and thought it was the burial nlace of a mother and her
ch-1d, and that it was fenced manv vears ago.

1C=-27-1971 Llovd Guv, who lives on this farm, knew of only the 2 stones, and
sa_1 manv vears ago someone came t> see the svot, being a relative t» those
buried there, They mav have been related to lirs, Rose Goodson, now deceased,
wh> lived in her later wvears at the Kevs H-tel in Girard, The Dannen family

h ~esteaded this farm, according to Mr, Guy, end lived in a log cabin in the
I'E cor »f the section where his home stands today. kr. Dannen's cabin had only
ore wiidow, and one night a bullet came through the glass vhiie he was sitting

inside, so0 he boarded it up, Mr. Guy rather doubted that the grave or grawves
werc of members of the Dannen family.

11-9-1971 Mrs. Emma'Johnston, nee Frear, vhose g-fa, Frear kent the Walrut
P, 0 . on SW: of this same section before it was moved to Glerwood, believed

this was grave wes likely a dioneer family named Danner, who settled here,
or sone of his family,

11-17-1971 1'iss Ethel FPate of Walnut also believed the name was Danner.

Leniﬁrecords in the Rezister of Deeds office showed that John R. S, Danner
pwenased the NE: of the NE»; by W,D, from the X.C.F.S.%G. R.R., 11-30-1880,

o o l\Te

(roze: A, B, Frear rec'd vatent from U, S, Govt, 11-26-1861 to SW? of 20-2€-22,)
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TTYROWN GRAVE
- -2ated in SE+ of Sect, 19, Twn, 285, Rge. 22F

T.is ig sbout 1 mi 5 & 2 mi E of Valnut, Kansas,
1-2/-1971 NKilton EcClintick who lives 3 mi E & 2 mi S of Walnut recalled hearing
ory many vears ago of a thief who was hanged st a rock gusrrv on this farm, an
body buried somewhere in the brush,

2
S
é

momo|

--92-1971 l'rs, Emma Johnston, nee Freesr, of Valrut,stated thet her g-fa. Frear

zs Dostmaster Hf MValnut" on farm 2 mi E and 1 mi S of nresent Walnut, which was
--2n knwn as Glemvood, His farm was the SW} of Sect. 20 Two., 2{S Rge, 22E, vwhich
0w the Claus Auzustin farm. Thev lived in a large log house, vhere hor sister,
- —ee wvears olier, was born, likely ca, 1895, They also had 2 sod chicken house,
—~an I'r, Treer moved to Glenwood, the name of tialnut was m-ved 1o the vost ~ffice
e, Lcryss the road W alons the right-of-way of the Santa Fe R, R, 1as
rave 2f a boy or voung man., A couvle who lived atout 3 mi S of the Frearts
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=7 corner, on the E side »f the road, a short distance S of Big Walnut Creek, had a
£-cst2r son, The man €old some livestock and the bov wanied the money. He was re-
f-sed, so he took an axe and chovoped off the man's head. ¥r. Stelljes lived a short
distance S on the ¥ side of the road. He saw what haopened and called neighbors and
e large posse was formed, The bov was hunted down and killed at the site of his

grave, probsblv he was shot, The house where the family lived still stands after
g1 these vears, in a terrible state of disrepair, and no one ever lived in it

a®wer the tragedv, the furniturc having been left in it,

Furiber note: 1Mr, Frear's name was originallv Freer. Thev had relatives at Trading
Post, anl the stage come from there and stonoved at the P, 0, on his farm, and some-

ti-es the mail was mixed up, so the spelling of their name was changed to Frear,

Tre Girard Press of 1-25-1872 tells of ¥m. Moore being shot, he had murdered Vr,

F., J. Gass in Valnut Tounship and stolen monev from the sale of cattle, Mr., Gass's
brather, a member of the state legislature in J1llinois, came ani accomvanied the baody
to I1linois for burial., The account is guite lengthv, The weapon used was an axe,
Tiiere are manyv similarities to the stories above, but somevhat differcent. We do

not know if the two stories above are variastions ~f tlirs story, or another incident,




UNKNOWN GRAVES
located along N side of Wit of NEZ of Sect., 35, Twp. 27S, Rge. 23E.

i igt i i i f Farlington

»0int on highway #7, 1 mi, S of the Bogrbon Co, line, or 3 mi N o aton,
ﬁgrg W a . little more tgaﬁ l% mi, on the S 51dq of the road near ?he fer}ce.1 .

(A road goes N 1 mi, % of the above point on #7, but the road going S is 13 mi W.)

ration about these graves first came from Arthur Arnstrong, 1201 S. goplln,
%gigg%ﬁ:i?qKansas, 5-11~1973. e was born on the next hill to the W, on thg N
side of the road, which was on the SW% of Sect., 26.' The 1906 Cpavwford 97. lat ”
book sh-ws A. D. Armstoong on the SWi agd Sarah Ei lerrion owned the SE7 of Sect. 26;
also a dau, of !rs, Merrion owned the VWi of the E% of Sect, 35, uvon vhich the
graves vere located,

In our original conversation with V'r, Armstrong, we understood that the.graveS'were
on the north side of the road on Sect. 26, across from where we now belicve them

t» heve been, and located just ¥ of a ravine on the high ground, .Perhaps the fact
that both farms belonged to the Nerrion family .caused our ¢ nfusion.

I'r. Armstrong knew that several grave markers existed before his father built up
their farm where he was born, which would likely be msre than 80 years ago. Mr.
srmstrong's father never knew anyone buried there, snd apvarently 211 the burials
vere of an earlisr date, I'r. Arvstrong recalled at least one person who apoeared

to be digging uo and moving a bodv, This was on the Longfellow farm, and he recalled
that =mil Pearson, father of lvan who now lives on his old home vlace, told him that
vilien the Longfellow farm was sold to krs. lerrion manv vears ago, she was concerned
that the bodies be removed from the location, It was not known to which cenetery
they were removed, IMr. Armstrong recalled these names of neighbors in the early
days: Ionzgfellow, ‘agoner, Lawler (Newt's father), “onstead, Ianders, Cam»ball,
Saul Johnson, Fifer and kngraham,

5-17-1973, Visited by “m, Cuthbertsor, no markers could be seen from the rosad,
¥rs, Ivan Pearson vho has lived close by for a number of vears, was quite sure
no stones could be found now,

8-26-1973, Miss Wheatley Merrion, daughter of Paul 7. & Sarah Elizabeth Merriosn,
now age 87, recalled her father died 1891 before the family mnved to Kansas from
over in lissouri, near Yebb City. Mr, Ferrion had bousht a farm in this area and
wanted more pasture sni was looking over the Tnngfellow vasture (a mile long from
N~-S and & mi wide E-#) when he saw three moundls, He inquired about them and was
told thev were graves, although thev had no stones. He said he would not pasture
his cattle >ver anyonet's gravestones. After his death, his widow came and still
was looking fHr pastuwre land, and walked over this same farm. She noted three
deoressions or sunken places, inquired, and was told these were where three graves
hzd been, wnich had been removed, Mrs, Ferrion bought this farm 2 or 3 years be-
fore they moved here vhich was in 1E97. The farm originally thought to have been
the T.ongfellow farm, was on the N side of the rosd, had the Phifer(?) stone qQuarry
on it, and a large boarding house back in, krs, Merrion had a small house built
along the road to the E when this Loarding hovse was torn down, using the old lunmber,
The new house was struck bv lightning and burned, no insurance, before anyone lived
in it, Jlater a small house was built along the § road, but sorn Walter remsved the
buildirgs there andi later rented out the land,



UrvreTal GRAVS3, one removed, »ossicly sore Indians,
Incated Mui of 3ect. 22, Twn. 293, Rge. 23E

This is ab>ut 2 miles west af'the highwav intersect@on ;n Glrard,'hansagsw here
3-13-1972: lr, Herbert Baldwin described a rocky hill in 3 orairie me; " iﬁé
there vere some early-dsy graves. His father had’nu;chased this farm rom v
viilsons, The hill would be about due W from the ¥ side gf the 1a§ge.dalr: §rn
on the Beezlew farm, and is now ovmed by the Beez}ev family., It 1s‘3ust.h o
the fence between the I'E* and the 1%72 of the secthn, on the halffmlle llpe.

i'r, Raldwint's father, vhile plow@ng, once 9aught his plow on th y?od?n 1id of
a ¢>ffin, He had heard that Indiens viere buried hﬁre?~and on?‘wn;ve Lomas. kr.
i"ed Revnolds, viho lived 37 of Clausens on the next section to the I, t?ld br.,
Paldvrin when ne was a bov,that many vesrs baforec, or verhans in the lo90'§, he
had helned move the bodv of a wnite woman from this snot, The sno® was about
mid-wav alonz the & side 97 the . r. Baldwin d4id not recall for certein
vMo the wonan was, but possibly lr. Revnolds! aunt, A number of graves viere
merked with rocks. He understood that some burials were made in wooden toxes,
and vias not sure whether thev were Indians or whites, pr. Baldwin was likely

6 or 10 veers old at the time, in the late 1690's, We believed t-e cem. site
may have covered 3 or L acres, He also recalled that Ned and Tizzie Revnolds
raised a byy, Johnny Strader, who later lived in TFort Scott,

I'r, Beldwin 2lso recalled the death of "Preacher Rhodes" whyse havse became
frightened and backed the bigov off the bridge over Lightning Creek on the J'is-
sion R2ad in the nile west, = recslled seeing the blood all over a large rock
on the 1! side of the bridsze for sore time following the accident. The nrescher
lived et Crawiordsville, just ¥ of the villzge in a small house, Tt was thought
he i.as buried elsewhere, locction not recalled, The Swaim family lived l% mi
Vi of Girard cemetcrv correr on N side where Bealls later lived; they had 2 sorns
Larl and Pearl, erd a daughter,

Tar? records show that A, I', Paldwin purchased the I of Sect, 22 from Sarah m,
Vilson 10-7-1867, end 5014 it to Silas nillev 1-11-190k,

3-13-1972: F¥r, and Mrs,William Beezlev who live on the farm of
is now a3 part, had leard there was an Indian gravevard in
said no stones were there now,

vhich this farm
this location, but
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UNKNCWN GRAVE

Located mid-way on N side of Sect. 3 Twn, 305 Rge 22E

i . the NEZ
i few feet S of the county road in the fence row between r
3ngh%ﬁewﬁﬁ%? The farm to the E of this fence row was owvned byVan Dyke's, and
the farm to the W was Samuel Gibson's,

-1970 karvin Green told that an infant was buried between 2 large §rees
inlggg %zlce row here, It could not be recalled why this place was psed for
the burial, as there was thought to be no house very close by. Possibly the
death occurred as someone traveled through the country, Floyd Cuthbertson also
knew of a3 burial here,

3-12-1971 Visited by Wim, Cuthbertson &Ernie Stevens, and nothing was found,
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T JRAVES (st least some were removed)
Jac:i=z< in S cor, of Sect, 8 Twp., 30 S. Rge 2L E.
A ~z<-zr~w ran X from the SW cor of this section, and the burials were just to the E of
L 2 <zize, near the corner of the section, This is diagonally opposite the present
P;:‘;: cametery, which is on the SV cor, of this same intersection,
g o= 1S9, lrs. George Benks, nee Ida rotter, of Girsrd, daughter of willism Potter
s-% == Saragh zllen, early Beulah residents of the llethoiist colony, stated that for
se-rz=:_ wears tefore the Zeulah Cemeterv was established (date of organizations Oct 27,
1§23 toriels vere made in this locetion, It was not knovm how esrly this site was

i, nowona

ce rany burials were made, nor how many were later moved to the new cemetery,
~z, zznist trother, Henry A, Potter, who died 1680, was one of those whose body was
= o *he new cenetery,
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U KBOWN CRAVE OR GRAVES
Located Sect, 22, Twp, 305 Rge 23E

This is in or near the SE cor of the Ni of the SE4 of said section, along
the public road, 2 mi W and % mi N of the 7-mile corner S of Girard., It is
avout 1/8 mi N of a new house recently built by Delbert Geier.

krs, Dorothy Wilkerson, nee Whiteside of Girard, who lived in this area as
a child, recalled seeing stones along the road in this general area, but
thought it might have been a little farther N,

¥r. Roy Spriggs who lives 3/4 mi N & 1 mi E of this site, and who now owns
the farm at this location, had heard that someone was buried there, and had
searched the area, but found no trace of a stone or marker of any kind, He
hhad hesrd of only the one burial, and did not know who the person might have
been., ¥r. louis Ralph, now deceased, had told him of it, and he had also
heard about it from a couple of other sources. br. Melvin Ralph and Mr. Al
Ralph, sons of lMr. Louis Ralph, were contacted, but neither had heard of it.

Visited by william & Jessie Cuthbertson, 12-21-1970, no trace of a grave or
marker could be seen,



UGI'KH0: GRAVE, removed
Located near SW cor of SEX of Sect. 35, Two. 293, Rg, 22 E.

-20- :  Mr. Bill Newnort, 407 E, 23rd, rittsburg, Kansas, stated that he
iive% iZZ} from the "ivans Plgce", described above, vhen he was 6 years old,
havirg been born in 1908, Probably in 1912or 13 he recalled the old man who cgme
2nd wanted his father to loczte the grave of his lltt}e sister who had died and was
buried there some»lace, but he did not know where, His mother died pd.lgng aftgrward,
and before she died she made him prorise that he would try to have his little sister's
body moved to s cemetery. The man had sideburns, a goatee and wore glasses, l'r., New-
nort recslled, but was not sure if he was Tommy Evans who owned the farm, or someone
else,

klong the K side of the public road nezrly % mi W of the SE cor of said section,

a snall pond mav now be fourd. A house once stood just £ of this, and a barn to

the N of the house, dJust to the"E of this house & barn Bite, there is a little draw
or stream, and a small bridge on the public road. ¥r, Orvai Taylor who lives about
a8 mile NE recalled the grave was sorevliere near the barn. ¥Nr. Newport!s father
decided the most likely spot was a high place very neer the W boundary of the farm,
not gpite as far back from the road as the barn., 4 1little slew ran between the barn
and this little kmoll. 1'r, lMewport's father dug and quidkly found the box,’ buried
about 3' deep. The man was notified and had the body removed to 2 cemstery, someplace
to the E, whether Girard or some other place Ir. Newonort did not know, It was said
that the little knoll where the grave was locsted had been a peach orchard and was
in bloom and quite a orettv spot at the time of the burial. Later it was 3 hog pas-
tvre, I'r, Taylor recslled that l'r, Bevwort found the grave the gecond vlace he dug.
The man had offered %50, and when he came to remove the body, he naid I'r. Newnmort
the 450, snd the Lewnort family soon took off for Girard in their wagon to buy all
the children ice cream cones,
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UITKNOWY GRAVES
Ioc-ted in X of SEZ of Sect. 13 Two, 30 S. Rge 23 E.
The exact location of 2 alleged graves on this farm is not knovmn,

In 1971 Harvey Burns of Girzrd, whose grandfathsr A, H, Burns originally ovned

the farm, recalled as a boy that he saw two sunken places where early graves

had been, which were pointed out to him by his father, who later owned the ferm.,

It was thought the graves were those of very earlv settlers who were there before

the Burns family came to Xansas in 1882. The spot was KW of the Burns home, and
likelv vould be about 3/8 mi I and less than 1/L mi W of the SE cor. of above section,

»rs. Narvin Kennedy (1972) stated that . llenneth Shanholtzer who so0ld them the
ffrqutold o{ these 2 graves, b?t as she recalled thev v.ere said to have been near
the 'V end of the farm, nearlv t mi W of the »nublic road, She believed there was
no evidence of them now,

52 the exact location is not Imowmn,
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IR GRAVES (At least 2 removed)
Tocstedl YL of Sect. 17, Two. 305 Rge. 23E

The county road along the T side of this section crosses Thunderbolt Creek jyst N

of the SE cor. of this !E: section, end just I of thes creek on V. side tyere is 2 gate,
The graves were said to 'a vb been nerhans L00 ft, ' of the road and eas&}y v1slb19
from the roed, and perhaos 200 ft. 7 of the creek, out in 3 cultivated [ield, This
is about U mi W of Beulah,

6~22=1972 Tarl l'attix of Girerd and Vm., Cuthbertson drove bv this location, and

marl ocointed out the aopr ximate location of the =rsves., carl's nother's two infant
sisters, family name 3cott, were buried here, ani many vears ago these 2 were dug up
and moved to the Girard cemetery., He helped with the moving of these 2 bodies. The
0ld stones viere also moved, The coffins were of wzlnut, rade by John Fennessey, and
were still in good condition, but very little was left of the remains of the children.
The l'attix lot is in the old Girard cemetery, First Addition, lot #2. These vere
infant dsughters of H, !, and B. R. Scott according to their stones, and both died

in 1869, Lenry and Barbera Scott were Earl's grandperents, Barbara is buried on this
lot also, but Henry went to l'issouri for his health asnd died there and l'rs. Scott had
hin buried there, anv vrosrs later Tarl's warents went to Iissouri to trv to locate
heor fatherts mrave, bub were unable to find it,

sarl recalled that some of the Scotts lived on tha lenrv l'iller nlace, as this was knovm,
the ho se being uwo the hill and S of the creek., e bslieved this Scoit nav have been a
brother of his er-nrdfether, ani that is likely why the children were buried on that farm.
Ve believed there were 2 to L tombstones left at this location after the Scott children
were noved, and does not know if the others were ever moved away, nor who they were.

¥ro. Bill 1iller lived with his brother Henry, and told of moving these stones (they

were small) over under the trees vhen the field was being farmed, and later moving them
back, ‘e wonder if the other stones might be located under trees on the creek bank?

¥r, Mabttix recalled one ircident from the early days, The kr., Scott who lived on this
farm had 8 horse stolen, Henry Viller at that time lived acrass the road E. Fe and
his brother usually carried guns., On this occasion Henry went after the horse thief
znd locrted him and the horse in Arkansas. In a few days iHenry rode back leading lr.
Scottts horse, an? remerked that he knew of one horse thief who would never steal
anhthar horse}

The grandfather of Wm, Cuthvertson, 4, ¥, Smith, who died 192k, sold one or more tomb-
stones to the Scott or Yattix family, and his dauchter Jessie Smith Cuthbertson recalled
that her father assisted trese friends in the »emoval of the infants! bodies., She did
n>t recall how rany grav es mav hove been there, So it seems likely that 2 to L graves
rerain, unnerked, in this field.

10-8-74 Mrs, Lola Starkey, nee Cole, age 83, who was born in Girerd, recalled seeing
these stones in 1913, At that time her parents lived (and she stayed with them for
several months) in a "tar paper shack" located near the residence of Rev, Aaron Roberts
minister of the Round Prairie Baptist Ch, which was just less than one mile north at the
cross~roads on the half-mile line, The Roberts family lived on the same section as these
graves, down a dead-end road to the west of the NE corner of this section, nearly % mile
N of the graves,

J
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UNKZ N RAVES, CZolored
1ocssz s Sect. 10, Twp. 315, Rge. 2LE

It wo._3 apoear that 3 burial places exist, only a few ft. apart, close to
the i Z-point along the N side of the section, and not far S of the public road,
"Hepr: zr" lists three groups as follows: (See below for locations explanation).
18 colored miners
a colored mother and infant
2 or 3 colored men killed in a fight

8-29-1>71: (laude Jackson, former mayor of Pittsburg, first renorted this cem,
He had ~eard that mine oviners brought in colored miners to break a strike, and
built = stockade near here for them; there were about 240 of themes He believed
markers existed some yesrs ago, but were removed, although the craves were not
removei. This is not far W of the driveway into the :ilks Country €2ub. Records
concerring these colored miners should exist with the coal company,

2-21~1572: Fr. Dahmer, who lives in the first house E of the cem. site, and
owns thz ground, has lived in this area less than 20 years, and emphasized that
2ll he :mew was "hsarsay", but sevzral different sources had told him almost
identiczl stories. He understood that 18 colored miners were buried just to
the E of the fence line which divides the N} of the section into the KE and
the Wiz, ~nd perheps 100 yds., S of the road, about where another fence line
runs to the &, Just a few ft, E along this other fence line, a mother and
infant, colored, are said to be buried, A tavern once stood, in the davs of
the mine, in the extreme NE cor. of the NWl of this section, just W of the
fence lise vhere the men are buried, and out aloneg the road, It was reported
that 2 or 3 colored men were killed by being knifed at this t avern and buried
behind it. This would make three sevarate burial vlaces within a few hundred
feet, if revdorts are correct,

Mr, Darmer had been told by Mr, (Ristau?), the previous owner of the farm,
that sone years ago a small group of colored peovle would gather occssionally
at the site of the 1€ miners graves, with their hymn book, and sing and conduct
a little religious service.

lr. Dghmer had been told that the stockade for these colored miners was 2 miles
E of this point, and S up a dead-end road on top of a hill., The mine, "Western
No., 7" was acposs the road N and to the W, The colored miners were shipped
in cattle cars from Alabama, The story was told of one miner who was dropped
85 ft. in the "1ift" and killed, then dropped a second time to be sure he was
dead. His body was then put on a wagon parked nearby, When a train came along
the horses ran off and his body was thrown from the wagon., He was than taken
& buried across the road vhere the 18 are said to rest., These are just stories
which have been repeated often, and may or mav not be true,

Notes taken 2-21-1972 by ¥Wm. Cuthbertson & Ernie Stevens, in visit with Mr, Dahmer,
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n 1w CUFIDERALE GRAVES or "Bushwhackers'  in "Secesh Holler®
Loczted in the SE: of Sect. 11, Twp. 26 S, Rge. 25 E.
This ic 2 mi S of Arcadia, ad .6 mi. W, or less than 1 mi E of Coalvale,

visited 2-13-197L by “m. Cuthbertson & Ernie Stevens of Girard, Kenneth Simons of
pittsturg, Janes l's Steele of Cglifornia, visiting in Arcadia, and i, Furl Morris
and tr. dohn larino, the latter a brother of Mrs., Anna lorozzo who ovms the farm
yvrere —he graves are said to have been,

A deep ravine, perhaos 75 ft. deeo, runs in_a general E-W direction s short distance
back of lrs, i:lorozzo's house, A small, clear
brook runs through this hollow, known locallv as "Secesh Holler", and it is wéoded
and has manv rocks on the N slone. A "shelft of land, verhaps 50-150 ft, wide runs
along t@g i side of the creek, a few feet above the water, and back to the bluffs on
the N side,

M¥r. Stecle visited this spot manv vears ago when he was 10 or 12 years old, and
recalled seeinz 5 depressions in the ground where 5 Confederzte soldiers wére‘buried
in Civil War davs., They had been buried without boxes. This svot éould be seen fronm
a large rock on the hill to the N, A large rock was fourd with initials on Et and
below was one large depression, but this did not quite seem to be the wav Mr éteele
remembered it, so wie do not know the exact location of these graves, l'r étéele said
that tre tather of I'rs, Luke, vho now lives in Pittsburg, discovered, és'a bw, L
?uigg?:akigie?r mavbe confederate soldiers,hanging. oOne :as shot, making a total of

Some distance E of the presumed locatisn of the graves, and abo : :

hoyse, coulq be seen the entrance of a coal nine, aone;rine to gz ;ozfotgi tnggzzgi h
going back 1ntp the bluff to the I'. The beams have broken amd the roof is cave% ing ’
Nearbv one could see a Vein of coal perhaps 3 ft. deep in the creel bank A blackemit
shop once stood on the S side of the creek hcre, the remains of which éﬁd aiwell o
still be seen., The local men thought this remained in operation as l;te as the 1§38?UId
In the Morozzo yard was a large stone and brick oven, now caved in, where b-ead >
once baked, Italian style. At one time someone had a large strawberry patch d n

near the creek, This is said to be the h ome of many copperhead snakes, o
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UNKNOWN CIVIL WAR GRAVES

Located in SE: of Sect. 6, Twp., 28 S., Rge. 2l E, now under water in the § part of

Farlington Lake (State Park & Lake #2) NE of i

¥ay 1, 1975: Mr, Keith Throndson of Girard, who was raised i i

to}d of an 0ld "legend" in that neighborhood of eight gravesJgﬁtcgsgifwggrigigzg?;
whlgh viere on the farm owngd by his father, Andrew Throndson, who came from Norw.
during Civil War days, Keltp could recall, as a boy, seeing the rocks that & ezy d
to mark these graves, The site is now under water, not far from the shelter ﬁgus:e
at the S gnd of the lake, Keith recalled several older residents of the Farlin

area telling about these graves, including Vrs, Harrison Swan, whose husband w e
army scout on the Fort Scott--Fort Gibson Military Road during the Civil war e




YOV RAVE~-Confederate Soldier
jocated in extreme SE cor. of Swi of Sect. 10, Twn, 285, Rge. 2LE.

This is 32 mi. E of Farlington corner on i side of the road, just W of the
-3 fenrce which is on the half-nile line,

6-25-1973: lLiason Boggs, Who lives 12 mi. E and 2 mi. N of above locatin, had
heard nmany vears ago that during the Civil ¥ar a skirmish to-k vlace nesr Ar-
cadia, A confederate soldier was wounded and asttemnted t- cirvcle sround and
reirin his zroud, and died at this location and was buried there, avvarently
btv pveonle who lived in the area, Mr. Boggs' brother-in-law, Rov Furnhy, once
lved on this farm and recsalled seeing the store with lettering cut on it., The
farm was owned bv Dick lartin, father of lena l’artin Smith.

§-26-1973: ILr, boggs recalled that the man vhy told hin about this incident
manv vears ago was Jimmv Jones, a Union Soliier, brother of Aaron Jones, who was
the gzrandfather of tne late Rov Jones who lived 3 mi, § of Farlington on SW¥ cor,
of intersection,

1973-5: 1Mrs, Frances Hewett, nee Narchello, who was first married to Rov Jones,
and still lives on the Jones farm, recazlled seeing this rock which msrked the
grave of the confederate soldier, as s child, when she lived on the kartin farm,

close to the site of the grave., Her older sister recalled that it was in the
extreme SE corner of the MNartin farm,

L-21=197L William Cuythertson % krnie Stevens visited the site, found many rocks,
but nore that looked as though it had been s grave marker, A rural water line
close by has rooted up many rocls,
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UNKNOWN GRAVES (Colored)
Tocated Section 3L, Two, 295 Rge. 25E.

From Lth and Broadway in Pittsburg, this is L mi v, 24 mi E, & 2 mi N,

1-6~1972: ', Glen lorev, who resides along the S side of the above section,
told of the mining town of Felson which was located about the middle of the
section, Io buildings are now left, but there was ounce a depot (K.C,Southern),
a water tower ard a Company Store., There was a stockade for the colored miners,
and a ceneterv where thev and their families are buried, verhans % acre in size,
Pefre the precincts were consolidated, this was known as Nelson Precinct, The
school was in the ¥ cor. of the section. There vere likely onlv a few sraves,
A orevious owner never plowed this land, but kept it in meadow and mowed it for
hay. FKr, Morey told the Romanzi's about the cem, after thev bought it, they
did not know it was there., IMr, Morey was sure there were no markers to graves,
e recalled some vea rs ago seeing a large stean engine cross this mesdow, and
occasionally water would spurt up when the wheels passed over graves,

A road once ran N-S through the middle of this section, ani the sraves were to
vhe W of the road and a liitle N of the center of the section, which would nlace
therr in the ITV3, neor the middle of the section. We did not visit this site, as
I'r, l"'orey assured us we would find no evidence of a cemetery,



PYZ3IFLE UNK' T GRAVES

vope: o€ cannot prove the rocks at this location mark a buriasl site, but here is
the vizible esvigznce:

locates in the SEZ of Sect, 2, Township 28 S, Range 23 E.,
This iz asbout 1 mi N and 1 mi W of Farlington, on a farm owned by John Shifferdecker.

Trere -s no road along the E side of this section, and an old frame house,nearly
faller in, stends about § mi N of the SE cor. of above section,

Terhzos 10C ft. N of this old house mav be found a concrete foundation of a
small Tuildirz, and to the east of this a rock foundation of another small building.
Betweer these 2 Toundations is a small rectangle or vart of one, made up of flag-
stones standing on edge. It may be these roeks outline a small burial vlot, which
would =e verhaps large enough for 8 or 10 graves, There are severel flagstones
set on edge wear the SE part of this area, as though along the !i side and E end of
3 grave, witn other flagstones covering the ground in an irregular shape and almost
entire_v covered with dirt, weeds and grass. It could be possible that some kind of
small Tuildirg bmece stood here, with a flagstone floor and other stones set on edge

around the perimeter, but it appears more like a burial site, end is not at all similar

+0 the rocks which made up the foundation on the 0lcé building which once stood to the E.
we could find no inscriptions on any of the rocks, but manv are covered with dirt.

A few Teet to the nrth of this, a little brook runs from W to E, falling dowm over

rocks into sz deep ravi.e to the E or NE. The ruins of an o0ld l-room rock house

or building, with gables in E and W, stands a few feet W or NW of the conicrete foun-

dation. The building has no roof, but most of the walls survive, except for a section

of the N wall near the W end. This building, which sat on the hillside immedistely

above the brook, had a door in the E and a window in the W (but sat somewhat at an

angle, SW-NE) and appears to have had a "basement! verhaos 3 or U feet high with a

1o door on the N above which is a large stone with rounded top, Some names have

been carved on this stone, The notches in the inside of the rock walls show where

floor joists used to be. It is a verv ancient and curious structure.

¥r. Ed Leach of Girard first reported this site, discovered while hunting,

Miss Wheatlev lMerrion has lived a short distance S of the SE cor, of this section
since 1897, and reealled the Ingraham family who lived there in early days, but she
never heard any of them were buried there, and did not know of the existence of any
graves at this location, The 1906 county atlas shows E: of SE% owned by Phoebe Imgrasham.

Visited by %Wm,. Cuthbertson & FRrnie Stevens, }arch 29, 197L.
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POSSIBLE UNKNOWN GRAVES
Located in SWi Sect. 32 Twp. 28S Rge.23E

1-13-1972: Earl Kurdock, living in tné section to the E, recalled when a boy
he believed there were 2 tombstones near the site of a house, whioh was gone
at that time, There was an open well there and other signs that a dwelling
site had been nearby. He believed we would find no signs of graves today.

The locstion was along the E side of the above SWi section, perhaps 2 or 3 blocks

back from the public road, less than  mi,

The Tarm is owned my Marvin Huning, who had never heard of these graves.

2-20<1972: Visited by V“im. Cuthbertson & Ernie Stevens, no trace of dwelling

sitz found in this area., A couple of places could have been filled wells, but
rot close enough to the above descrited locztion,



POSSIBLE UNKNOYN (RAVE (or @ misnlaced tombstone)
Located St of Sect, 21, Twn, 2&S, Rge. 22E,

The locstion is about 3 mi E of Valnut and £ mi S, on the farm of Harry Shetlar.
The zrave was sall to have been ir the vard of a house, which is now gone, about
1 mi, £ of the MW cor. of said Sz section, along the N side,

Visited 10-28-1971 by Vm, Cuthbertson © FTrnie Stevens, Iving on a snall nile

of r>cks nesr the fence row was a smell niece of a tombst-ne, verhavs &4 équare,
showring the following: “di., Qct.® (died ir Octoler). The field has been
terraced arnd is farred, so that one cannot see where the house maev hove been,

T+ ceens likely ihis stone was broken onlw recently when bulldozer w-ork was done,

Tv~ neighbirs had neard stories of thris: IUrs, Farold Auzustine vho lives acr~ss
the rrad W from this quarter had hesrd that it was the arave of a }rs., Horslev,
same name as ovned their farm -here an 0ld ceveterv is located containing H-rsley
rroves,  She had also heard that har bodv was removed to a cemeterv, but the old
stme remaized, Ir. Tloyd Guy who lives just ¥ »f the Auqustines,'had heard

that 8 Iir. Hunter lived at this site, and vurchased a stne +o take to his wifets
crave which was "bsck east" someplace, but he never g t it talken to the location
of her grave and it remained in his yarAd,

The Farrv Shetlars wno owned this farm had no irformation coucerning whose grave
the stone hzd rarked.

The U.S.Govt., deeded the SW% above described t~ the K.C.F.$.%:G. B R. The R.R.
then deeded the SEX of SW: to John Horsley by '.D. 8-7-1679, and the W of swi
by W.D. 10-11-1E79 to John Horslevy, 'e foundi no reference to the name of Hun%er
in land records of *this section.

IR R R RV R YR R VR R R VRV RV R VR R RV VRV RV R VR VRV VR VRV R VYR VEVEVEVIVEVEVEVIN NEVIVEVIVEY VYV
R R R REREHEREEEEEREREEEEEEEEEEREEEREEEEEEEREEEE ANt S  xTxt

POSSIBLE UNKNOWN GRAVE  (apdarently a hoax)
INCATED IN
located in SW} of Sect, 28 Twp. 27S Rge 22E

There seems to have been a neighborhood "legend" that a thief was killed & buried
close to where the new Bill Kruse house was recently bgilt--near NE cor of this
quarter-section, This is about 23 mi W of Eepler and 3 N,

Another story tends to discount this, and is likely correct, MNr, Dale Stringer
and Mr. Rich Nelson (10-29-1971) told that Mr. Nelson's father-in-lasw, Ansel
Markham (bur, Walnut) was an old pioneer of this area, and when quite vouns

he and a Mosteller girl were herding cattle here and he carved his name (or both
names) on a sandstone rock and the date 1878, leaving it standing like a small
tombstone, Somehow, the story developed that this was the grave of a thief, but
they had heard Mr, Markham laugh and tell how he carved it himself when a boy.
¥r., Nelson said the rock was still there a few years ago, but the lettering

had suffered some deterioration through the yesrs,

12-15-1971: Mr. Dale Stringer had checked with Mr, Kruse, a2nd was told the "graves"
were covered with about 6 ft. of earth, since some work was done there, Mr. Stringer
believed there were 2 or 3 stones, he saw them many years ago, but did not recall
the names on them, It seems very likely these were made by Mr, lMarkham when a boy,
and were not "real"®, Therefore, we did not visit this site,
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POSSIBLE UNKNOVY CRAVES

ioczted in 1Lt of Sect. 5 Twn, 233 Rge 231

his was 2 wi W, 3%, 2 1 W of Gira~d on vhat was knovm as the "Serborn Ferm',
Ao ' a0 et B vt Fa A
and records show that John 1. Sanborn nurchased the ', of the IIE+~ of Sect,
fron Ed. C. Brovmn 2-£-1898, asnd scld it to Howard Corning 12-10-1902,

r
<17 & 10-21-1971: Zrnest l'gver of 5 mi ¥ of Girard recalled‘that when‘a small boy
e 1.ent with his father to Bill l'urdock's to get seej corn. lurdocks lived about
mi S of road along the !" side of the ssction, Lightrning Creek cuts off the extreme
"3 cor of this quarte section, Just W of the creek z short distence a gste leads]S
across the field to Yurdock's, There avnrcars to hsve been another house, werhans 3
mi, or less back from the road, there are wucca vlante, iris snrd a catalpa.tree at
this point. Zrncst recslled the 2 or 3 graves were located to the £ of this lane,
and thought it was a readow, and not far S of the oublic road, This area is all dug
up, as though rock had been taken from it, so the grsves may now be cone.
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10-19-1971 Francis Stolte vho grew up in the neichborhoosd szid Zrnest S -onsel who
lives on the mile road to the S told of Indian craves being found when the 1A guarried
rock here., This is not a deep guarrv, just taken a2 few feet deen on the hillside,
sloping E t5 the creek,

1-13-1972:  Zarl lurdock, nephew of Bill, who lives in the mile 3 of this site, knew
that some humen bones vere rerorted found when the W24 worked the quarry. tHe stated
that the Sanborn femily lived on the €0 vhere the sirns of a housc vere seecn, neerly

~ mi, back fron the road. Bill I'urdock lived more tran i Sy zrd bousht this farnm
Zrom Sanborns rany voars ago, 5arl is 6l and did not recall vhen the Sanborn hiuse

was standing, it hes been rone nany wrears, the cellar filled in, etc, OJne of the
Sanborn gzirls is still living in Jklzhoma, (Can't find aidress), ‘obaugh's (s»elling?)
lived directly ecross the road ¥ of thz lane that rzn back o the Sanborn place,

wothing certain can be stated concerning the above "clues", but it seems possible
that the "Indian bones" found in the quarry might have been the bones of sore early
vhite settlers who vere buried on the farm; or there might have been some early
settlers and also Indian «rav es nearby,
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POSSTBLE UNKNOWN GRAVES
Located NE; of Sect, 21, Twp. 283, Rge 23E, the Clarence Tiedemann farm.

This is 2 mi W & nearly 6 mi N of Girard. The old "Crooked Bridge" was at
the NE cor., of this farm.

lir, Tiedemann said he had heard many years ago that there were 2 graves on ,
the farm, dating back to the early pioneer days, but does not know if the report
is correct. They were not marked so far as he knew, and he had no idea who
might have been buried there, nor where they were located,

Recorded 3-9-1971 by V¥m. Cuthbertson



~~
/

O

FASSTHLY TUKNOW CAVES

Tocoted on Sect. 31, Tvo, 29 S, Rge, 22 E, (or less likelv on vect, 36, Two, 29 S,

Rge. 21 E)

1r, Joe Stockinger and his son of Arma, Kansas, (lr. Stackinger was once County
Tweasurer of Crawford Co,) told of seeing a few old tombstones in a tall grové
of trees to the W of Hickory Creek, while squirrel hunting, a few years previous
0 197h. They parked their car along the S side of Sect., 36, described %bove,
and walked through timber to the NE, which would likely place the site in the KW
> of Sect., 31, but we cannot be too sure of the exact location. a

'r. Jonn l'cGovn lives across the road S from Sect, 36, and has lived in this ares
211 his 1life, and red .ever heard of anv stones at this locstion,

12-26-197L4 Ue c ntacted Harrie Collier, who lives on the Si: of Sect, 31, and he
had nevor heard of tombstones st this logstiorn, :

POSSIBLE UNKNOWN GRAVE

Located in W3 of Sedt, 1l Twp. 30S Rge 21E

Frobably % mi, or more ¥ of the Frogue Ceﬁétery.

Wrs. Agnes Bruce, nee Glen, recalled as 2 child seeing one tombstone, tall
2 slender, over in the pasture, She lived in Neosho Co., the border between
crawford & Neosho counties being the W side of Sect. 1L, and their farm was
directly W of the SW% of Sect. 1ll, Crawford Co,, as described above, As ‘she
walked along the county line road, she could look to the E and see this one
sbone,

we did not search on foot, but could see no stone from the road. Mr. Clyde
McGown who lives S of the Pollard cem. had never heard of it, nor had br..
Frank (Pete) Sartin who lived 2 few miles S¥ of the Pollard cem., and he
had owned the farm described herein for 12 vears, but had sold it some time
ago.

1t is possible that the body or bodies were removed to another location, or
this report may be in error.

2~18-1971 Visited by Wm. & Jessie Cuthbertson and lkirs., Agnes Bruce



PO3SIBLE UNKNO¥N GRALTZS
Located SW: of Sect. 8§, Twp. 30 S.

th
\n east-west road along the nor

{ine. The former home of Mr, anq
section on the edge of a bluff wit

the W& of this % section.

e

3 Rge 23 E.

side of this quarter section is on the hal?-mile
Mrs. Earl Mattix is in the NE corner of this %

A 4
h a view to the W, Lightning Creek flows through

i i ly days a horse
ix said his father, George Mattix, had heard that in early day
%ﬁie%attwas hanged close to this spot and likely buried nearby. MNr. Henry
Viller (who lived in the E part of Sect. 17, the next sect., S of #8) knew of

this hanging.

ratti teeth (human)
ars ago Mr. Mattix plowed up part of a jaw bone and some .
?ﬁmz giowed %ield a short distance E of iightning Creek on this farm. WMr. Mattix
found no other graves and wonders if the bone and teeth he found belonged to the
horse thief or an Indian, He left them with John Yoger who purchased the farm

several years ago,

The location would be slightly less than & mile E and perhaps 1/8 mi S of the NW

corner of above SWi of Section 8,

Recorded 10-24-1973 by Wm, Cuthbertson
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POSSIBIE UNKNOWN NRAVES

LRI DIMLNL ML NN N N u__\L_\4_"_,\4..\1__\;3L_\'_.\L.\ul..\'..\l._\r._\‘._\‘_*u/.."..V..v__V.."_V_,\'.."._\I_)'..\l.\'_."..\l_xL.\'__\L."_.\QL\'_\L\'..\'_*'..)L*
A A e A R A o e o R R Fa R R L i T L T A R BV ety

Located SW$ Sect., 6 Tvwo, 23S Rge 2LE.

The farmbouse of Fred Rugel is located sbout .3 mi, E of the S cor. of the section,

and 2bout .2 mi. N, This was the

Holzer farm where lax Holzer and his brotler

were vorn, his sister iinnie Wink was about 6 or 7 when the family moved there,
ard could remember when there was no timber along Cow Creek, which flows a short
distance £ of the house, and they could see off to the E across the €reek,

kr. Rugel said a squatter named Wade was the first to live on this farm, and sold
his'interest in the land, At one time it was knovn as the Glendale Nursery,

A coudle of blocks N of the house there are 7 "Indian" mounds, Some excavation

%28s2°88n00e995 3L Lhems,and 2parr

Eﬁigdgff%ﬁgg°se§ ggnfemalns of an old brick schod

Hr. . ugel said that Earl Ribley who lived there before him, plowed up two skeletons

in the zardenSE of the house, perhs
Swart who believed they were human

Ir. Rugel said there was a g iganti
in front of it, and in 1958 he had
A neighbor told him he shouldntt cu
not recall why, This tree would be
found,

Ds 100t 3 of Cow Creek, UYe took them to Dr. W, S.
bones, They were buried in shallow graves,

¢ cottomwood tree about 50 ft, S of the house and
it tzken down, because it endangered the house,
t it down because it was "historic", but could
8 short distance W of the garden where the graves were

¥r. Rugel's brothep who lives at kdwardsville, I1l,, is much interested in history,
and found in the library there a history of southeast Kansas. It told of the fact
that only one R.R, could run through the Cherokee Nation, and also told of the old

militervy road from Ft, Scott to Gir

ard., This road mav have run through or very nesr

tp‘his Lrother's fapm. The book told of cattle being driven N from Okla, Terr, over
this road, and meptloned that 2 rustlers were hanzed frm an elm tree on the bank
of Cow Creek 22 miles S, of Ft, Scott., There was a very large cottonwood close by,

a landnerk,

ir, Rugel cannot be sure these above stories tie in with one anothsr, so we can
draw no definite conclusions, but it seems likely that it is all part of one story.



POSSIBLE UNKNCWE GRAVES
VW3 of Sect. 13, Twp 315, Rge 2LE

A son of YMr. Bruce Hill living in W part of Pittsburg told of a friend who had
seen tombstones in amdng strip pits, which could be reached only bv boat, He
inquired again and found that it was 2 or 3 blocks S of the dumping grounds, which
serve Chicopee, which is 2 mi S of Chicopee and a few hundred feet E on S side of
road., Due to mining dumps, it could be reached by going S from NW cor of this
section and then E, It is not clear whether it is in the mining area or not,

2.17-1973 Wr, Wm. Wayne Meyer who lives 1% mi S of county line on W side of
Highway 69 owns this land, and said when frogzen one could drive around these
strip pits, which occupy the NW vart -f this quarter secti-n, the balance being
cultivated, He knew of no stones, but said it could be a child of a Gillesvie
family, perhaps., The strip pits were made about 1920,

2-22-1973 Wm, Cuthbertson & Ernie Stevens visited this site, walked along S side
of strip pits and some distance into them, and saw nothing, However, the entire
area was not explored, due to the rough terrain,

3-15-1973 Wm, Cuthbertson & Ernie Stevens talked with Mr, and Mrs, C, 0. Vineyard
wh> live on the SW corner of the intersection 1 mi S of the NW cor, of the yeyer farm,
their home being across the county line in Cherokee Co, Mrs, Vineyard, nee
Gillenwaters, was born in a little 2-room house which still stands a short distance
E of the cor, where she now lives (more than 76 yrs, ago) on the N side of road,
this being on the SW 4 of the same section as the alleged graves, She says the
Gillespies lived across the road N from the alleged grave sites, She grew up

in this neighborhood, remembered it before the coal mines came to that particular
sectisn, and said there was a house on the NW cor, of thd section which was disvosed
of when the strip pits were made, She did not believe there ever were grasves there,
(their add. R, 1 Weir) Her grandfather Gillenwaters (bur, Langdon cem,) came
from Holland, used the "s" on end of name, Her other grandparents names: Bain

3-15-1973 Called on Paul Russian, lvg, on the section N of this cem., and he had

never known anyone was buried on the above farm, was quite sure there were no graves
there, and familiar with the area many years,
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POSSIBLE UNKNOWN GRAVES

Perhans located on Sect, 26 or 27, Two, 29 S., Rge. 22 E.

1'r, Bruce Hill of Pittsburg recalled seeing stones near the basement of an old house
while hunting., He beclieved the location was 7 mi. W of the "jog" S of Girard, 1 mi.
I and 3 mi W on S side, but was not absolutelv certain of the location, (1973) 0)

2-19-1975 Wm, Cuthbertson & Ernie Stevens drove past the 2 locations above, but could
see no basement or other landmark to go by.



PASSTRTY NIIOWT GLLUUIS

>3, Rge, 2L E.

NY

Tocated KWi Sect, 2C, Two,
This is in what is now Reymond Park, near the E edge of the golf course, about 1
mi, E of Girard, and on the W bank of Cow Creek, or Vest Cow Creek,

10-25-1973 Irs. Lolz Starker, nee Cole, vnho was born in Girard more than 80 vesrs
azo, recalled seeing iris in bloom, vhich the Ladies Clubs of Tirard hat vlanted
Yo mark 2 immisrent zraves v:ich vere on the W bank of Cow Creek, and not far §
of nigavay /57, Apparcntli =he graves wore of persons traveling through jRarsas

in the carly d3vs.
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POSSIBLE UNKMOWN GRAVES
Toc~ted north or northviest of the Quail Farm, northvest of Pitisburg, Kans.

This might be on Sect, 1lh or 15, Two, 30 S, Rge., 2L B, The Quail Ferm is in
EV nart »f Cect, 23.

1-26-1973 1irs. Alice &Lrbuckle of Cherokee, Kans,, recaslled seeing fallen stones
near a fruit tree where thev vere vicking uo fruit at an abandored h me site,
pverhaps 15 vears ago, 1t was on the W side of a dirt road, in the general direction
of 11 from the Quail farm. She reczlled two stones alike which recorded: "Qur
Peloved Father" and "Our Beloved Kother", and another which simolv said "Indiann,

visited area L4-1-1973 but could see no likely-looking location to check out.

3-1-1975 Neade Gibbs, prominent farmer in this area, who lived along the E side
of Sect. 23 had never heard of any stones in that area,

3-8-1975 Rolland Billington, living about 2 mi, S of the Jmail Farm, said his
grandoar .nts (Ralston) once ovned the W: of SEX of Sect, 15, and when he was a
child thev once took a micnic dinner and went there, where thev had once lived
an? he had accompanied them. He had never ne:rd of tombstmes in that area. ’

c N .
3-£-1975 N?. Troxel, mznazer of the Qusil Farm for many vears, had never hcard of
any stones in the area.

3-8-1975 1lrs, Ressie Ovensby of Girard said thev myved onts the PE% of Sect, 15
about 1921 ani lived there some vears, and she had never heard ~f tombstones in the
area,
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PIS3TRLE UNKRGHE GRAVES
Tacsted in ¥E nart of Sect. 32, Twp. 30 S,, Rge. 25 E,

This i1s in the SE vart of Pittsburg, Kans., where a lane turns S off of E Quincy,
just W of the RR track which is & short distance W of.Rguse. The lane curves to
37 vrere an old house once stood, the foundation remaining, Mr, John V. Yoger

of SW of Girard recalled being through this area while a college student, and
seeing a few tombstones orobably to the SW of the house, in brush and trees.

2-16-1971 Tm. Cuthbsrtson &Ernie Stevens visited the site and found nothing
irdicating a cem, hed been trere, Three bovs vowing a bost on an old vpond Jjust
s of the house had been all over the area but saw no stones, and 2 girls who
czrme along told the same story., A orickvard once occupie§ the svot, the nond
reving been dug for the clay, ad there are a nunber of piers, bases, holes and
tunnels in the area. The following ‘lay we contacted ¥rs, Fildebrandt, nee Ahrens,
vho lives some distance S on % side of Rouse St., ard she hzd lived in this ares
manv vears and believed there had never been craves there,
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FISSIBLE UNKNOYN GRAVES
I>cated in N vart of Sect, 16, Two., 31 S., Rge. 25 K,

This is 1 mi I of the Crocker Cem., then # mi W and back S to
the oond, (Or from Mew ¥, Carvel Hospital, 1 mi Ey 2mi s, &

&8

a pond, and W of
2 mi W, then back in.)

A ladv whose neme we did not le-rn, whom we met at the Bruce Hill home in Pitts-
burg, recalled when a child that her grandmother, Marie Gemry, took her fishing
at the pond described above, and that there were some tombstones Just to the VW
of it. (This must have been verv close to Cow Creek?) This land is now owned by
Hank..0ldham,

of Crocker Cen,
5-10-1973 lMrs, Hank n1ldham, who lives 1 mi N and % ml EA>n S, side of road
nad rever heard of tombstones at this location. per daughtar, now living in
Alaska, had been all through thst section of woods on hsrseback, and never
revorted finding tombstores,

The 1906 Plat Book of Crawford Co. shows ovnership of the MLi of NE$ of this
section as "M. Geary",



22

FIOSSIFLE IO GRAVES, located in NE% of Wi of Sect, 1b, Twp, 30 S. Rge.25 E.

This is - zre ilhe mining town of Titchfiel? used to be.

The f£>1lz+ing map shows the location as described by lr. Arbuckle of Cherokee,
1-26-73, 7ho redalled several stones there some vears ago when as a boy he

explored <his area. ) ,
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2-22-1973 WVim, Cythbertson & E, R, Stevens walked over this area and found no
stones, The cave (cellar) was Pund just as directed, but all the area to the

E apvears to have been dug up, probably mining overations, but not as rough as
strip pits. Many briars, thick brush, we could have missed it, but feel doubtful
anvthing is there,

2-23-1973 Mr. Louis Molinar of 1001 N. Linn, Frontenac, who came from Ita 1922
age 2l fo Frontenac, thinks he remembers seeing stones in that location maig years
agoe

2-22-1973 A man, whose name we did not lesarn, said he had lived in the area all his
life, more than 80 vears, and never hesrd of any graves here,

1-26-1973 Mrs, Alice Arbuckle of Cherokee said h§¥?§%andfather, James Bevans, is
buried on his farm a short distance E of the location where the School was located

ir Titchfield., She had seen the stone, it had the design of a wagon wheel on it,

she had not been to the site for several yvesrs and did not know if it was there vet.
She also remenbered the small cem, which her husband told absut, see map above, and D
thought tnere were verhaps 7 or 8 stones in it, Gne was of a child which was killed:/)
bv wild beasts, and another the "Namnie" of the childj they mav have been passing \
through in a covered wagon, (see also separate notation on Bevans grave,)

1-19-1973 Wrs, LuKlla Roth of Cherokee, a friend of ¥rs., Arbuckle, knew a man who
claimed he had seen 2 little burial sites with 2 few stones in the immediate vicinity
vmere Litchfield was some voars ago.
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2.72-197L uxl Yorris, while helping us explore "Secesh Holler", recalled some
~z5-3 aro wnils vorking with a road crew, thev found a tombstone lying in a fence

fznil~ ha? gorme throuch in a covered wagon and lost the child and later came
pack end out un the st.one,but this was only speculation, He couwid not nov recall
s locztion, 22t it w:s along the E side of a ¥-3 rosd, orobablv i of Englevale,

row which tner were clzening out, It was of a young girl, and they wondered if
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TOSSIBIS WIDICHI. GRAVE

2-13-197L4 ir. James !'. Steele of Cd if,, visiting in Arcadia, Kans., told thrat
one or iwo miles S of "Secesh Holler" there was a grave, »erhavs from Civil Tiar
davs, which he neard oI’ many vears ago, but did not know the location,

"Secesh Holler™ is on 3ect, 11, Two, 28 S., Rge 25 E,
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POSSIBLE UNKWOWN GRAVES
Section 26, Two. 28 S., Rge. 25 E.3 S of Arcadia and NW of Jfulberry.

L-2b-197L ir, William Zkis of Gross was raised on the Yoos farm in Sect. 27,
(283, 258) and roamed cver that o untrv when a bov, In Sect. 26, to the E of
vhere he lived, so-ewhzre near a creek or draw, he recalled seeing, as a bov,
sev-ral sand rocks which advoeared to mark graves, and wondered if thev were Indian
graves, Severel vears ago he tried to find them, bul could not,

Ferhaps kr. St-ele!'s reoort, above, misht be the same loc=tion?
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“SST3L5 WIFOTL GRAVES
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L.;C;)tﬂ(‘l in :—.'-',I_ of o2CT, 19’ IIL\"'“n 29 5) P‘-ge' ?h Be.

This ic alongz the W sids of the section, or the E side of Sinnet sﬁ., jgs% to the '
sﬁﬂof the intersection of E Forest hith'Sinnet 3t. The house of i, %nw Krs, Rfipn
Yrog is just to the SE of the intersection, and a few ft., S of the poxsef nearH;_e
g force is the stumn of a large eln treep Two £ravas .ere seid to “2ve been nade
under that tree, This mizght be gbout 125 ft, § and 50 ft, E of the intersection.

John Torter, who lives near the }t, (live Bantist Church, SE of’Girard, worked

£-r a nurber of wears for kiles Dorsev, undertaker of G;ysrd. Fr. NDorsev owneq a
s18ll nasture for his horses across the street 7 from this locostion, 224 pold I'r.
Yortar that © erc were 2 grzves--sni 'z believe thev hod markers 2t one time-- ’
i:ﬁer the large €l tree doscribed atove, 7Te neslected to date the interview ith

ir, Torter, likely 1973-L, trs, I'iles Dorsev, in Feb, 1975, had nevar heard of
raves at this location, but d4id reczll tvo in a3 ovasture thav rented SWoof Gira d

5

e

v the Nvers Cem., see se-arcte notes on them, 1T, snd Lrs. Krog hsd ncver h:ard
av there wers graves at this location,
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FO3351BIE UK 10 CRAVES

=

Ioc~ted in s of I'y

Wi

of Secct, 16, Twn, 3¢ S., Ree. 23 E.
i W of Beulsh, or less than 4 mi & of the }vers
Co. shovs the Iy of this FE: and 21l of the K4

The Iy cor. of this section is 3 m

fa}

v
5) was owned by Arthur Colegrove.

3
Cem., The 190, Atlas of Crauford
of the section to the ¥ (secct, 1

¥eb, 1975 irs, I'iles k. Dorsev, widow of the undertsker, recalled two tombstones
in a oasture they once rented SW of Girrd. She was not sure of the exact location,
but it was in the general direction of S fram }vers Cer., %Was on the S side of 2
road, and an old ho.ise was torn down there. It was later owned bv i'rs. Doris
Houston Steffens,

Doris Fouston 3teffens said they had owned the farm described above, and that an
014 house was torn dovn there, but she had never honrd of tombstones in the pasture.

2~19-1975.. im. Cutibertson 4Ernie Stevens drove br the site, and talked to Leroy
(Marry) ..atts who lives to the S. ke said it was tae Limb farm, znd recalled when
Torsevs rented the wasture there, but did not know of any tombstores. He had cleaned
uo the site of the 0ld house,

2-21-1975 visited Frank “atts of Pittsburg, who was born & raised on the SE} of

same section, and he had never heard of tombstones at the above location. His son

and wife, lr, and krs. Leo Watts who formerly lived in this neighborhood ma nv vears
also,did not know of any stones there,

2-26-1975 ir, and krs. F, I-. Colexrove of S¥ of Girard, son of Arthur, grew u» in

the vicinitvy znd 2t one_time lived on the above "80". The old house, which was later
torn “ovm, wa3s on the W% of the "6C", on the S side of a road vhich is no longer used,
tat which va2s oven at one time. He had never heard of tombstones on the farm. They
vere married tne game vear as I'r. and lre. atts, who lived on the next farm s, (1927)



™0 STOVES, NOT AT SITE 2OF GRAVES
1ocsted in SWWE Sect. 36, Two, 27 S., Rge. 25 E., at ¥ edge »f .rcadia, Kansas,

12-12-1971 We found 2 tombstones, which a student had told us about, lving under
a dead tree, the branches nearlv hi-iing them, about 50 ft, or rore SE of the old

vacant Strecker house, which is a few hundred ft, ¥ of Ballard's DX station, vhich is on

the road entering Arcadia from the V. From the corner where the ststion is located, a
road winds up the hill to the north, through the bruch, Ye found these two stores,
made of concrete, very small sige and verv neatly lettered:

Joe Plack 1897-19Lé
Palph Svezrs 1692-194L7

I'r. Tom 2lor, who lives almost a block ¥ of Balliard‘'s station, b 1696 and has livad
in *he ares all his 1life, never he'rd of zraves in this location, lle recalied that
the old house was on land owned first by Daniel P, Streckesr, an early ssttler. Ir.
Glort's father, Hernrv S. CZlor, came to Kansas from Indiana with Ir. Strecker, and vas
atout 12 or 1k vears o0ld at the time, Later a son of Daniel P.y I'r, 'Yarvev Strecler,
lived here aund he mzde tombstones of cement. Mo doubt these stones were of his manu—
facture, and the graves they vcre intended for are not here, Several st-.es he made
ere t> Le found at the 013 Arcadia Cenetery, (Perhaps these stares vere samoles?)
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20 UNIZIYT AAVES OF BUSHEHACHERS DURING CIVIL VAR, IOCATION MOT KiFOWN

Trom Centennial Issue of Pittsburg, Kaensas, Sun, lMerch 10, 1967, b, 5-C
(Centennial of Crawford County.)

BUSHWACKERS DEADLY VISITORS IN AREA, PREYING ON SOIDI'RS

The year 186l saw a number of guerrillas and bushwhackers overating in this area
killing Union soldiers home on furlough. They made it a practice to ambush the
Union soldiers and kill them one by one as thev came home for brief visits, especially
in the vicinity of Lincoln Township,

Captain John Rogers who operated a store in Cafo was one of the many victims of the
guerrillas having been slain ruthlessly bv guerrillas while visiting at his home,

So manv such incidents were being reported that in 186l Captain Bain sent 100
cavalrymen into the area to romnd up the guerrillas, Within a short time 21 of them
were flushed out and rounded up including one Billv Brown, a mere boy,

The cavalrvmen gave the guerrillas svades and told them tn dig 21 graves., Thev
then had the bushwhackers line up single file on the edge of the long trench they
had dug. Then 20 of the guerrillas were shot by the soldiers, their bodies falling
into the oven pits after which they were buried.

Only the life of the young boy was spared. But the region was avoarently free
from further guerrilla slaying of Union soldiers,
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ADDITIONAL NOTES COLLECTED AFTER THE PRINTING OF THIS BOOK ™*
GIRARD CEMETERY!

Cuthbertson, Mothar Jessie 1889-1975,
(Born Dec 1 1889 Died Mar 25 1975, buried in ciroulsr sub-division of Sect, II
1ot 9, see p, LS., Sho sssisted with the copying of many cemeteries in this book.s

Flint, Dudley Veil 1882-1973, FEthel Maria 1890 ===, married June 2 1912,
(Buried Sect. 1, lot 73, see p, 20, Mrs. Sallie Flint Pease of Girsrd stated that
this lot was owned by Mrs, Bessie Shaw Flint Jump, who let Salliae's pasrents have
spaces there, 1% wm originslly the Flint lot, md whem Mras., Rhames, wife of*their
Episcooal minlster died, they gave the space for her to be buried, Sallie knows
there were three oth4r members of the Flint family turied on this lot: har great-
grandfather, Martin lonroe Flint, a Wy Qeorpe Flint, age 15 or 16, and » baby Hattie
Flint, daugﬂter of D. C, Flint's oldest brother Charlie, Note Lot 76 nesrby, see p.
21, the Fanger lot, has g stone for Harriet M,, wife of C, M, Flint, An aspplicstion
was made to the city of Girard many yesre ago to have the three Flint bodies moved to
the Fanger lot, but it is not known whother it was ewer acted upong therefare it is
uncertain if these three are buried on Lot 73 or Lot 76, and there ere no stones,)

HEPLER CEMETERY3

Mrs, Mildred lowry, nee Huber, of L1l W. 2th, Pittsburg, Kans., furnished two
edditional names, see p, 2 of Hepler Cemetery:

Mory Ethel fuber 1091-1972

Paul F, Hordln Mar 2 1916 June 13 197k

HIOHLAND PARK CEMETFRY:

Mrs, Reid McKinney of Pittsburg, Kans,, furnished two additional names:
David Rgloh Wright b 1850 d Dec 11 1975 (bur. ®3 Lot 335, Blk 7, Orave th.)
19!({2:‘::111 (l%?iey) McCullough, Jr, b Sept 11 1908 in Mulberry, Kansas, d Apr
y 8ge .

McGONIOLE CEMETERY:

The stones with the nme use the McGonigle spelling, while it was noted the wooden
sign out at the road was spelled McOonagle. A later iron sign recently erected uses
the spelling McOonigsl. .

Mrs, Fay (Herold N,) Davis of LOS Heylman, Fort Scott, Kans., contributed the followe
ing 10 names of parsons in the Helm (Helms) and Hixon femilies who sre buried at Mo~
Ooni?lo Cemstory, for whon there sre no tombstoness

(1) MNrs, Maude Elsie Nickell Helms, sge 86, b 23 Aug 1888 ot Oskeloopa, Mo,, d 24
Jan 1979 at Arma, Kans,, buried in Mcbonigle em. Jon 27 1975,

(2) John Helms, die¢ 1943, husband of sbove., This information was part of her
obituary printed in the Pitteburg Sun Jan, 1976.

- (3) TFred Helms, After John's death his bachelor brother Fred Helms helped Elsie
reise their four childres, and he died some 8 years later (19517), He was a farmer
end member of 1.0,0,F, st Arme, (Info., from Mason Boggs)

(h) Infant Helms., An infant sister also buried there, we didn't know her name,
We wonder if she was "Mrioret" Helms who was 1isted as s sister in the 1870 census.

(5) Bornett Louis (Barney) Helms, d 15 Sept 1923, age 70. Obitusry recently found,
1listing W, D, Konantz as undertsker and interment at McOonigle Cem,

(6) Agnes Melvin Carlin Helms, wife of Barney, b 1860 Scotland, both 1isted in 1860
census, She is not liste) as a survivor in his obituary, so we assume she died first ~
end wes also buried at Mclonigle Cem, Psrents of John snd Fred,



